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SEGRETaL

“Everything All Right If It Was
Toid Only to Mabel.

And 8She Thinks It Absurd to Question
. Her Ability In That Line, and
- Forthwith Proceeds to
Give Proof of it

“Mabel,” said Harriet, "can you keep
3 secret? If you can, I've half a mind
to tell you something.”

“Can I keep a secret!” returned
Mabel. “Well, I rather guess I can!

- Hannah Brown was in here Thursday
and told me how her mother threw a
china plate at her father at breakfast
last Thursday morning, and missed
him, breaking all the teacups on the

- mantel-piece and entirely ruining their

- mew ormolu clock, and I've never
breathed a word about it to anybody

" yet. And two weeks ago yesterday,
Lulu Henderson was in here and told
me in strictest confidence how her
father had really had to take the fam-
{ly portraits down off the wall and
send them to a pawnshop over in Phil-
adelphia to raise money enough to
pay for the second instalment on her
mother’s new motor car, and 40 ele-

_phants couldn’t drag it out of me.

“What's more, poor Mrs. Windles
was over here day before yesterday

' and confided to me the unhappy fact,
which she wouldn’t have get out for
anything in the world, that her daugh-
ter Sueie Is not really over in New
York studying music, as everybody has
been given to believe, but has actual-
1y gone out to Reno and taken a cot-
tage there for a year, so that before
next spring comes around she can
qQualify as a resident in order to get
& divorce from Jim Slobberts, who,
Mrs. Windles says, though outwardly
kind and considerate and generous, as
a matter of faot is the meanest, most

- brutal old skinflint tn private life that

. was ever inflicted upon a long-suffer-

"lng woman.

“There are at least three of the most
.important secrets in this town, eon-
fided to me by people who know me,
and who are fully aware that even the
fire of the Inquisition could not lead

.~—Jne to bstray them--and yet you ask
“me if 1 can kesp a secret!

“Have . told anybody that - Marie
‘Shoemaker’'s first husband had been
an English butler betore he turned up
here and married Marie representing

_-himself as the younger son of the Brit-

_ish_peer?

“Have I ever dreattred to a soul

« what I bave known all along, that the

_.Teason Tom Traddies resigned as pay-

Ing teller {n Col. Blathers' bank was

..that Betsy Blathers proposed marriage

. to him and he refused even to think
) of it, thereby getting the whole Blath-
. . ers family down on him? Did 1 ever
- :“tell you what Jessie Sikes told me aft-
~, #r Sunday school last Sunday., that
*"she knew you dyed you hair and
. bought your complexion by the box
.* from s mail-order house? You know I
‘< -never did, what's more, 1 never will
"+ Can 1 keep a secret? Suppose you try

'

[N \|‘|'“—-—~ln-l~

« .gme!"—Harper's Weekly.

! Seoaweed as Food and Medicine.
;% Besaweeds having been suggested as
7 * n possible source of future wealth, es-
= - peclally for food products, Perrot and
Gatin. two French oceanographers,
., Kive some facts comcerning present
' uses. In Europe they are collected
. for their alkalies and lodine, for which

¢ they are chiefly valued. In some lo &

" ecalities they are popular medicines,
*3.” ome kind being employed as a vermli-
. fuge in Corsioa, and others, on ae
scount of their jodine, deing given in
doiter and scrofula. In Brittany,
- where some of the poorer inhabitants
2 ’L‘__)svo employed seaweed as food. about
—.‘j‘, ‘twenty tons in a year has been col
C.7v* fected of the variety kriown as Ice-
. .}and moss. In the north of France s
-2 Jittle seaweed is gathered by the peas-

% apnts as manure. To the Asiatics thess

. plants bave been more important, and
% sn Japan edible seaweed is not only
. the source of a Rumber of food prepa-
" gations but is even extensively cult-
% ""wated to glve a sufficient supply. Qela-

g
.

i, -Mtines and glue are among the products.

! These gelatines are not very nutri-
" tious as food, and it is supposed that
- thelr popularity may be as an aid to

the digestion of the great quantities
"~ of fish and rioes eaten by the Japs
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How He Helped.

- Apropos of the terrible Rosenthal

murder in New York, District Attor

mey Whitman sald to & reporter:

~ . “The ramifications of this ertme
_ 'were bewildering. The most unlikely

men helped in It in the most unlikely
ways. It's like the case of Johnny

- Jomes.

T *“The minister, one lovely Sabbath
moraing, saw Johnny wending his waq
toward the cemetery with a badket o

" his avm. *

© i “"Why, Johnny, what are you up to"
. “be asked.

.=+ “Tm helping mother with her peas

* preserving. sir,’ said the lad.

. *“The minister smiled incredulously.

£2 «'Helping with the preserving'' he

. peofled. ‘Nonsenss!’

i
-

., “-Ob. yes1am, sir’ Johnoy persist-
. &fmd4. ‘I'm on my way to the cemetery .
.. mow to,collect the jars.’ ™ ‘

o

Edison Clings te ldea.
o : Thomas A. Edisen is still enthusias
o ”’e over bis idea of printing dooks on
. %" ¢his sheets of nickel, chesper,
. tougher and more flexible than pa
T per. B waYys that by his method he
. gan produos the nickel sheets at o
“_ yJollar s pound, and fhat they would
i ’ﬂn( as well as paper and be pract

- -gally imﬂbloj . =
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The recent grant by Mrs. Thomas
Fortune Ryan to

- t—

7 IABEILLE DE

LS D0 AEASON

e - < e e e B

the Convent of the

Holy Child at
Buffern, N. Y, of
property  valued
at $250,000 serves
to draw attention
to the splendid
work this noble
woman is doing in
beball of religion,
educsation and hu-
manity. The prop-
erty at Suffern
consists of a fine
mansion and 18
acres of ground,
and will be used
py the nuns &s an academy for young
women. These saisters have thelr
mother house in England. Thelr larg-
o8t convent in the United States i3 at
Sharon Hill, near Philadelphia.

Mrs. Ryan's gift to the Holy Childa
nuns follows a long list of benefac'
tions to the Catholic church and to
non-sectarian institutions. These in-,
clude a million dollar cathedral, reo-
tory and other bulidings at Richmond,|
¥Va.; a schoo! and a wing to a bhoe
pital at Richmond; three Catbholte
shurches in other Virginia towns; a
chapel for the Jesuits at 8t. Andrews-
on-Hudson; a chapel at Tucson, Aris,
and funds for the support of othex
chapels In Arfzona, New Mexico ané
Indian Territory; the endowmemt of
rooms for sick telephone girls and
nurses at various hospitals; scholar
ships at four colleges and four ood-
vents; & hospital and a chapel for the
Bisters of Chartty costing $150,000 at
Suffern; & bospital for consumptives
near Phoenix, Aris.; the establishment
of the Order of the Perpetual Adora-

~thon in this country and a convent

and chape! for the order at Waghing-
‘on, D. C.; the building of monu-
ients on all the battieflelds of Vi
ginia, the state tu which Mrs. Ryan
and Rer Busband were bomn, and a
great many gifts to institutions
throughout the country which are de
voted to fighting tuberculosis.

Mrs. Ryan's gifts to charity years
ago came to the attention of the pope
snd the Papal court has made known
fts gratitude to her for her charities
many times. In 1904 she was dece
rated by Pope Plus X . o

“NEWLY RICH” OVERRUN
.~ FASHIONABLE NEWPORT?

“The fashionable cities of the east,
a8 Newport and Bar Harbor, have be-
come 80 over
crowded and over
run with people
of every class
that the Detter
class of folks are
—-desirous of mak-
ing some other
place thelr head-
quarters.”

“There is no
use hiding or try-
ing to hide the
fact that people of
fashion have no
proper place In

which to live in America. It is not
that they are exclusive. It is not that
they are particular. People who have
money—and meoney is easily made in
America—are not necessarily fit as
sociates for cultivated people.

WMt wulth dthala comoe dhow cace abhla
IIUL WiItE LET A ARWMW] WATJ WU wwsw

to get property close by the homes ot
people who do not wish to assoclate
with them, and, therefore, the latter
must move or be regarded as snobs,
There are today many commobd people
with money enough to buy homee in
refined residence places—and most of
them have done so. I do not mean to
reflect upon the common people, fos
they are necessary to the economiq
development of the world, but I am
not compelied to have social relations
with people whom I do not like,” de
clares 1. Townsend Burden, Jr.
Townsend Burden, who is a mem
ber of Meadowbrook and Rockaway
clubs and one of the best known pols
players in America, about 18 months
ago married Miss Florence Sheedy, of
Denver, Colo., the wedding being made
potable by a check for $1,600,000 giv
en the tride as her dower by her faty
ar. .

: Beyond Even Ty Cobb.
"The baseball reportsr's English fig
weird and wonderful, says the Wash
ington Star, and apropos of it there
is a story about the great Ty Cobb.

In a New York hotel two college pro-
fessors watched Ty Cobdb bent over a
newspaper.

“Look at that poor fellow’s frowns
and mutterings,’ said the first profes
sor, “with that journal.” .

“Yes,” sald the other, “he oan
make it out, you know.”

“Can't make it out, esh? Can’t eves
read! These bassball players! 1
knew they were an uneducated lot.”

“Oh,” said the other, “Ty’s educated
all right enougb; but that's the base
%all page he's got there.” e

) Oldest Riddie Known.

"The oldest riddle known is that one
asked by Samson, in Judges 14:14-18:
“Out of the eater came forth meat
and out of the strong eame -sweet.
ness.” It was naturally impossible
for the guests at his wedding feast to
solve the riddle, for it referred to that
very uncommon incident of the beoes
making honey in the carcass of &
fion. The old translators used the
word meat in the sense of food, its
real meaning in the seventeenth oen-
tary. This riddle dates from possibly
a thousand years before the Christian
era. aad is evidence of the very an-
clent custom of telling riddles or ask-
.Ang dificult questions.
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Evidence Seems to Prove Cor-
rectness of This Position.

instances From Real Life, in Which
Dogs and Cats Have Apparently
Used Thelir Brains, Have Been
Verified.

Few subjects have been so pains-
takingly investigated or so widely dls-
cussed as the mental processes of
the higher animals. Whether they
reason or not, a great many careful ob-
servers are convinced that they do;
and every reference to the question
brings interesting letters from read-
ern all over the country.

W .L. Mott of Bollvar, Mo., has
written to tell us of an extremely in-
.telligent Newfoundland dog, of which
he was the owner. In the presence of
Mr. Mott and his brother-inlaw, this
dog chased a gray squirrel into & hol-
low wooden pump log lylng on the
bank of a creek. For a time he bark-
ed and worried the end of the tube
without any satisfactory result.

He then desisted from chewing the
log. sat down in front of it and ob-
served it attentively. Suddenly he
sprang to his feet, seized the end of
the pump log, dragged it over nearer
the bank of the creek and with his
nose pushed it into the water. The
squirrel of course came out as soon
as the water reached him, and the
dog, springing into the water, easily
caught and killed its prey. Here is &
course of action which has certainly
most of the external indications of &
reasoned process.

Apother reader, Mrs. May Jordan
MacDonoagh of Dubuque, Ia., sends
two Instances to show that animals
do learn by imitating each other.

Bruno and Jeff were two dogs be-
longing to the same family. Jeff had
an extensive repertory of tricks, noae
of which had ever been taught .to
8runo. But Bruno observed that his
friend’s performances was invariably

. rewarded with a lump of sugar or oth-

er canine luxury. Accordingly, he
set himself to do the same tricks, and
in a short time, without any human
instruction whatever, he could beg,

~“play demd” mnd roit over as obedt

ently and successfully as Jeff.

The other instance is that of a cat,
Toots by name. Toots was a stray
Xitten that had been adopted by &
charitably disposed family, which al-
ready owned a cat named Tom, so old
that he had lost all his teeth, and had
to hook his food from the plate and
carry it to his mouth in his paw.
Toots watched this performance with
interest, and gradually gave up eat-
ing in the usual way, feeding herself
with her paw as long as Tom lived

—-¥When the older cat died the kitten re-

turned to her own more natural metd
od of feeding.—Youth's Companion.

‘ Tomtit a Lamplighter.

There is generally some quite sim-
ple explanation of a mystery—if it can
only be found out. The lamplighter at
Greenford, near Ealing, has been puz-
sled for some time past by finding
one of the lamps lighted every day,
although he had duly turned it down.
He suspects not spooks. but mischiev-
ous boys, and s0 he prepared an am-
bush. To his astonishment, as he was
watching, up went the Iight witn nev-
er a boy in sight, and then he dis-
covered that the unauthorized lamp-
lighter was a tomtit which had s nest
in a corner of the lamp, and in getting
into it was in the habit of hopping on
to the ring of the incandescent by-
pass. Many years ago the writer of
this note remembers a spell of mys-
tery in the shape of the mysterious
ringing of a bell at intervals during
the night. No human agency could be
detected, and the mystery grew deep-
er. Possibly the Psychical Research
society might have been appealed to
bad not chance revealed the fact that
the ringing wasc caused by a rat, which
used the wire as a jumping-off place
Spooks are composed of very varies
materials.— Westminster Gazette.

]

- Prince’s Romances.
" The Bulgarian crown prince Boris,
it 1s said, fell in love with Princess
Flizabeth, eldest daughter of the Rou-
manian crown prince—though he nev-
er met her—upon seeing a photograph
of her when the queen of Roumania
paid a visit to the Bulgarian court last
year. Immediately upon coming of

Prince Boris is sald to have in-
formed his father, King Ferdinand, of
his passion, and said that he must
marry Elizabeth or remain single all
his lite. His father had no objection
to the match, but on being approached
on the subject, King Charles, of Rou
mania, vetoed it for political reasons
King Ferdinand, however, on a recen’
visit to Vienna, persusded the Aur
trian emporer to use his influence:
with King Charles, and this has bee!
so successful that an official announce
ment of the engagement of the young

couple 1s expected shortly. — Londor

Standard.
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“meproach RNeturned.

. Sheodere Drelssr, who, at ths ags
of 40, had produced but two novels,
belleves in slow, painstaking compo-
sition.

A novelist of another type reproach-
ed Mr. Dreiser for the ten years of
silence that lay between “Sister Car
rie” and “Jennie Gerhardt.”

“Why,” this individual said,—*“why

. Dpelser. 111 writsa a novel in thres
weeks and think nothing of it.”

e

“Apnd the rest of the world, I sup- .

B an

pose, will think the same,” sald Mr. t

Dreiser coldly. »
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LORD CAVENDISH PREFERS
U. S. MAIDS TO BEARS

Lord John Compton Cavendish,
baron of Chesham, and possessor of
soms 10,000 acres
of the land which
tell to Sir Willlam
Cavendish in the
dissolution of the
monastery lands
in Cardinal Wol
sey’'s time, is 1n
America Dpassing
eighteen - year -old
judgment 00D
American glrls
He 18 preparing
to follow in the
footsteps of hlis
elder brother
Charles William Hugh, in the army,
who died at the head of the Seven-
“teenth Lancers at Diamond Hills,

A tall, rangy lad, yellow-haired and
blue-eyed, the Baron Chesham would
be typically American If he might ex-
change a slight Epglizsh accent for a
few pleces of American slang.

His first announcement was that,
while primarlly interested in Ameri-
.can girls, he had never been exposed
to the love bug, and did not intend to
select the future Lady Chesham until
after he had served his term In the
army. The announcement followed. a
direct and personal question intended
to be leading.

“More than anything else I have no-
ticed your American girls, and I think
them ripping, more interesting and
more humah, though not so ;}retty.
perhaps, as the English girls, ‘and—
dut, | say, old fellow, this won't be
printed in London. What?

“You know they have picked me for
a military career over home, and If
they knew I was looking over the
American girls they would send the
Coldstream Guards after me.”

Lord Chesham had just returned
from a fishing and bunting trip
through British Columbia and is on
his way home.

Press ‘“‘cuttings”™ told of his bag-
ging grizzles single-handed.

~=a‘l say, you fellows are wonderful

guessers,” he laughed, as he looked
over some of the “cuttings.” *I shot
a pheasant and a sparrow and caught
some fish which uncle sald were so
small that I ought to throw them
back, and I did.”

Unele, by the way, is Colonel Wi
Ham Edwin Cavendish, Meutenant col-
onel of the Grenadler Guards. The
Colonel and Mrs Cavendish and Miass
Bettine Cavendish, like her cousin,
wore American than English, accom-
pany the young baron.

“] llke your country and wish [

could stay a while, but uncle seems
to think he had bet’er ‘get me back
to Buckingham before I elops with
some of these pretty girls. But, you
know, [ haven't met one of them.”
* The Baron comes of one of the
oldest and wealthiest of English fam-
{lies of the nobllity, He is a descend-
ant of the first Earl of Burlington and
the First Duke of Devonshire, a cousin
of the eighth Duke of Devonshire and
of the latter's brother, Lord Caven-
dish, Chie? Secretary of Ireland. who
was murdered in Phoenix Park, Dub
lin, by the revolutionary factiors
known as the “Invincibles.” .

A KENTUCKY HEIRESS
" DOING CHARITY WORK

Tha fact that aha is & wealthy hein
oss does not cause Miss Rebecca Gor-
' don Averill of
Frankfort, Ky., to
lead an idle, use-
less life. On the
oontrary, she 1is
one of the most
active women {n
her state, in the
cause of saffering
humanity. Miss
Averill is noted in
her city for the
splendid work she
is doing for the
children of Frank-
fort's Tenderloin

district.

Every day, from 9 until 2 o‘clock,
she may be found in a house in the
slums, where she oconducts a free kin-
dergarten for children. Here are gath-
ered a happy company of little waifs
from homes of poverty and squalor.
With the gracious and kindly southern
Iady to guide them, the children learn
how to do many useful things. They
also receive clean clothing and are
given npourishing food.

In addition to the kindergarten
work, Miss Averill conducts a class
for mothers, and one afternocon sach
week the women of the district gather
{n the cosy clubrooms; there to enjoy

' a social chat, some good music, and in-

eidentally to receive instruction in
many housahold matters and subjects
pertalning to ebild rearing. )

Thinks Baths Not Necessary.
Not having takem a bath in twenty

‘years is the record of Ezekiel Parker,

s farmer living in the northern part
of Craven ocounty, N. C. Beveral days
ago he related the cause of his ab-
sence from the tub for such a long
time. “When I was & youngster,”
said Mr. Parker, “my mother took &

—deitght i having ma take a bath ev.

__er is almost & glant in size. His face

mwes. dasla :
“dgle: reddemadalr - ¥ *C

. age.

ery day in the year. Rain or shine,
hot or cold, 1 was compelled to im
merse myself in the tub. After my
mother died 1 took no more baths
My health began to improve after 1
stopped bathing so much and there
s not a man in this country .who i
more bealthy than [ am.” Mr. Park

is ruddy and he looks the perfect ple
ture of health, and from all outward
appearance will live to a ripe old_
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CAUSE OF TERROR

Yagaries About Lightning With-
out Reason.

Although It Causes Fawer Violent
Deaths Than Any Other Foe of
American, it |s Feared Most
by Many.

Washington.—Terror of lightning is
tostly morbid. If you sre obsessed
with such a fear, Uncle Sam’s statis-
tcians can comfort you with the as-
surance that the average citizen of
the United States is ten times more
Ukely to be murdered than to be
killed by a thunderbolt; eleven times
more likely to be shot dead, through
malice or accident; twelve tinles more
likely to die of beat or sunstroks,
tweonty-sight times more likely o die
of burns or scalds, thirty-four times
more lkely to be drowned. Only
about 376 people in our lund are an-
nually put to death by Jove's flery
darts. Of course the death rate from
this -cause varies from year Lo year.
It was above the average in 1809, and
even heavier in 1906, 8ome astroo-
omers believe that the severity of
thunderstorms {s increased by sun
spots, others that it varies with the
phases of the moon, but meteorolo-
gista generally deny these theories.

They agree that your danger {rom
the celestial artillerry depends princl-
pally upon the locality In which yow
Hve, and your sheiter at the time ot
the storm. The weather bureau, by
oarsful observation and tabulation,
discovers our sone of greatest danger
from lightning to include an {rregular
area of the east, covering all the At
lantic coast states from Massachas-
setts to Virginia, inclusive, and bit-
fng Inland untl it takes in southern
Vermont, Pennsylvania, West Vir-
ginia, Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana and
eastern Nlinois. Thunderstorms
therein are more fatal though less fre-
quent than in the Gulf states. 1t you
wish to escape thunderstorms almost
entirely, pitch your tent upon tbe Pa
alfic alope, whers such storms are
practically unknown. Or, if required
to dwell within the danger rone, 8-
lect for your castle a house in the
midst of a city block with continuous
tin roofs connected to well anchored
waterspouts.

The fact that lghtning annually
strikes four times aa many people of
outdoor occupations as people in gen-
eral emphasises the wisdom of keep-
ing indoors during such disturbancea.
But if caught In the open bear in
mind that you are far safer in the
dense heart of a wood than at its
outakirts, and that the shelter of a
single iree is particularly treacher
ous, especially if near the edge of a
body of water, even & ditch. But Ut
you must be near a tree, seek the
companionship of the beech, which is
struck least often of all, and avoid
particularly the oak, which attracta
lightning more than any other.

The oak is hit fifty-seven, the fir
thirty-nine and the pine five times as
often as the beech. Avoid sbove all
else a tree or other shelter where
under a group of men or beasts are
huddled together. While in the shad-
ow of the thunderhead, monarch of
all clouds, be exclusive. The weather
burean also warns you against door-

ways, particularly of barns and
stables: also a house connected with

_ a metallic clothes line.

While succesaful ia tabdbulating the
destructive and fatal effects of light
ning and, by deduction, formulating
such common-semse rules as the
above, our weather buresau, In com-
mon with other great meteorological
institutions, inds the force behind the
Sery cannon balls and projectiles of
Jupiter Pluvius too illusive and vagw
rions to be reduced to law. For
years the buresu has been gleaning
from all parts of the world reports
describing the eccentricities of this

awe-inspiring phenomenon, of which

Flammarion has said:

“It is like an elementary spirit, eo
centric or rational, clever or silly, far.
seeing or blind, headstrong or indif
ferent, passing from one extreme to
the other. It wriggles through space,
it moves among men with surprising
agility, appearing and disappearing
ke lightning.”

But the most weird of all lightning

. pranks on record s that of Kkilling »

man and leaving him standing srect
as in life. Such s phenomendn was
Iately reported dy a Canadian ob
server, C. Balliarge, who near Beau
mont saw a man struck by a thunder
bolt while walking in s feld. A}
though dead, he remained motionless,
standing with one foot in front of the

other in the attitude of taking a stey

PRESIDENT FOR A DAY,

In the talk about electing prest
dents of the United States it is re
ecalled that Senator David Rice Atch
tson of Clay county, Mo, claimed the
unique distinction of he}ding the of
fice of president of the United States
tor one day. The terms of office of
President James K. Polk and of Vice
President George M. Dallas termin
ated by limitation on Saturday night
at wmidnight March 4, 1849. Gen
Zachary Taylor, Polk's successor, was
aot insugurated until Monday, Marcb
8, 1849. Benator Atchison was st the
time presideat pro tem. of the United
States semate. The expiration of vice
President Dallas’ term left a vacaney
to which Senator Atchisom instantly
sucoseded. This made him ex-officio

vice-president of the United States,

but at the same instant there was

. Hkcwise a vacancy ia the presidential

office, to which in teurn Atchison in
santly succeeded .
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FAVORS A RETIREMENT LAW,

“It there were a retirerment law for
the clerks employed by Uncle Sam in
the various departments at \Washing-
ton, the civil service would not be
cluttered up by a small army of aged
and ineficlent clerks,” said W. R.
Hayes, former congressman from Ne-
braska, the other day.

"A8 it 18 now, no head of a depart-
went or bureau chief will discharge &
man or woman who has been a faith-
ful worker for 30 years or more, be
zause old age has impaired the useful
avss of the employe. As a result, there
are hundreds, If not thousands, who
are kept on the rolls merely as a mat
ter of humanity. [f dismissed they
would o many tnstances be thrown
apon the charity of the world, for 1t is
uatterly out of the question that pri-
vate employment could be obtained
for them.

The stupidity of the clerks them-
selves has been one of the chlel rea-
sons why a liberal redrement law has
failed of passage for all these years.
The clerks can never agree on any
policy among themselves. Mabny of
them obstinately conteud that the gov-
ernment has no right to withhold &
dollar of their salaries to go Into &
pension fund for retired clerks, 1g-
goring the recognized improvidence of
that large per cept. of employes who
aever save a penny of their salaries.
it would be gn act of beneficence to-
ward this class if a portion of their
wages was regularly retained.

“Unquestionably, it would be cheap-
sr for the government to give a pen-
sion outright to those whose faculties
are decayed, and to put young and
vigorous people In the place of the
superannuated. Every other first-class
nation in the world save the United
States has some kind of pension
scheme for its civil servants, that of ‘
Canada, especially, being a model.” .
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MICROBE LOST MHOPE.

A lonely microbe, disheartened and
ready to die because the public health
service is rapidly putting all his ik
where they can do humanity no harm,
peeked over the edge of Assistant Sur-
geon Ueneral George Rucker's desk
the other day and heard the doctor
humming a ditty that went like this: .

“A fily and & flea, a mosquito and ‘
a louse, all lived together 1o a very o
dirty house. The flea spread the plague
. and the skeeter spread the chills. Al
louse spread typhus, too. Folks in
bills. The iy spread typhoid and the
louse spread typhus ,too. Folks in
‘that houss were a mighty sickly crew.
Along came a man and he cleaned up
the house. He screened out the
skeeters and swatted the louse. The
By and the flea he cracked on the :
wall. Now the people in that house T
are never sick at all.” -

“Well” piped up the microbe, “that's -
all right as far as it goes, but it strikes T
me you've been a bit partial in this L.
thing. How about the bedbug? Where RS
does he get off ™

“He's going to get off pretty quick™
returned the doctor. “So far the bed-
bug has been able to prove an alibl,
but I've put the sanitary detective on
his trail and I'l]l get him yet.” ,

Whereupon the microbe, seeing the
fig was up. committed suicide by Sump
ing into the inkwell CT.

L 191,221,624,084 CIGARETTES.

1f cigarette smoking is as deadly as
some of the antis make out. this coun-
try will soon be inhabited exclusively
by imbeciles.

During the fiscal year 1912, the tidy
gumber of 11,221,621,084 cigarettes
was smoked in this country, an aver
age of about 128 for every man. wom-
an and child Inasmuch as oot all
men and women and few children be-
fore the walking age smoke cigarettes,
the average consumption for those
who do is oonsiderably larger than
128.

This eleven billlon odd is an in-
erease of two billlons over the con- . .-
sumption of 1911, and Secretary Mao- -~ - .
Veagh and his department officials s T
eonfess they cannot explain this vas =
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LIGHT HOUSEKEEPING DISCON
.7 CONTINUED. )
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Secretary Franklin MacVeagh will
wot permit any more chafing dish par
ties in the Treasury building. The
nmoonday parties, the daily teas and
dainty hot luncheons have been dis-
continued. Yor many years clerks of
the treasury bave made merry over
the chafing dish at noon, but there
will be no more of that and everybody
will have to go out to get lunch. The . .
sanitary committes of the department [ |
recommended that the secretary have i
the little eating parties discontinued
and all cooking utensils removed.
Light housekeeping in Uncle Sam?
money chest 15 a thing of the past.

Driving an Alligater.
. Using a cbHd’s toy wagon and al . ,
lowing bimseif to be drawn about by - ™
an alligator, is one of the gueer meth- =
ods adopted by s German sportsmam .. .
to win a wager, says Popular Me .~ .°'
chanics. He claimed in a oconversa -
tion with a friend that there were ne
jeas than 10,000 methods of locomo
Hon, and in the dispute that followed
he wagered that he could prove ft.
. The bet was taken up by the friend
and a trip around the world was un-
dertaken to try out all the various
kinds of transportation, and incident
ally to devise some new ones. The
aligator stunt was carried out at th
alligator farm at Los Angeles, Cal. =

) Woerry and Work,
7 Wiggs—Worry Xiils more peopl
than work
Wagg—Quite matural! there are
i - ‘more people worrying than working
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