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' WILD ELK HERD S THRIVING

..o Mndover, N. M. Has Colony of Fifty,
- Which Has Grown from Twelve
Y Liberated Ten Years Ago.

w b ' Concord, N. H.—In the sparsely set- -

..t 4led town of Andover, reaching from
“ JRagged mountain on the north to
. XMearsarge mountain on the south, is
" #he only herd of wild elk east of the
~Rocky mountains.
... © A party of Bosaton lawyers recently
~..whalted Andover on a snewshoelng trip,
" «ltmbed Kearsarge and Ragged moun-
tatns and returned full of enthusiasm
-~~~ for the reglon as a winter resort.
2" Leaving Doston at nine o'clock in the
. wworning, they left the traln at noon at
. Jotter Place, the principal station in
.’ .#he town of Andover. After dinner
;.. < smowshoes were put on and the party
- smarted up the south slope of Ragged
v~ weountain over the property of the
"% Magged Mountain Fish and Game club,
M was on this property that a herd of
X% e¢lk was liberated about ten years
C . mgo. It has now Increased to the
" mmmber of 50.
.. 'The cottages of the club members
. wre conspicuous on the sdithern slope
<@ the mountain, occupyling plicturesque
sites, but most of them are grouped
= smesr Cold pond, a famous fishing pond
" " gmm the club property. Soon after the
" mpond was closed to public fishing some
-wm@e took revenge for his exclusion by
jplacing in the pond several pickerel,
*Ihese increased at a marvelous rate,
“-deeding on trout until the latter were
. .gractically extinct. The club then
~ wid the waters of the lake of all flsh
" mad stocked it anew, until the fishing
' % once more excellent.
The Boston party were much disap-
pointed in not getting a sight of the
. olk, but their tracks were everywhere
> 4 be seen, ranging from the tracks
" ‘e small calves to the hoof prints of
dwo-year-old heifers. Instead of being
_“pointed, like deer tracks, these tracks
~were blunt in front and nearly oblong.
R was learned later that the herd had
. +mken up its quarters on a neighbor-
“. mg farm, where they were feeding
"." wontentedly on young orchards.
» i The owner of the farm has instruct-
.. ed his men to protect the property,
and reports are daily expected that
. mome of the elk have been slaughtered.
__As elk are protected in New Hamp-
< mbire throughout the year, interesting
" Segal questions will be raised i1f any of
.. these elk are killed. It is said by land-
-+ wwners that they have a right to pro-
- tect their property from depredations
" wd wild animals, but how far this right
.. wxtends has never been determined ln
iNew Hampshire,

" PARCHMENT HAS 0DD STORY

;L'i'.'fvbocument More Than Century Old

Exonontel Man of Wrongdolng

—Not a Criminal. . . "

—

. Canton, O.—Rummaging in a quaint

" o3 desk among a heap of musty pa-

... ...pers, yellow with age, Miss Ellizabeth

- -Reed, 711 Shorb street, this city, has

-.> found a historic document. It almost

. ‘erumbled as she read it. - That the

"~ Joms of a plece ol ear, caused by the

Bite of a horse, should be sworn to

<. Before a justice puzzled her and she
fnvestigated.

" 'The document, dated in Hamfilton

; evunty, certified that John Reed, when

+ ."a child, had a small plece taken out

" et the under side of his left ear by

- @ horse, and concluded , “which hath

.. been lawtully and sufficiently proved

H

. 7. “'By the oaths of living witnesses, given

wnder the hand and seal of the un-
-#ersigned justice of the peace, De-

cember 381, 1801. Signed, Honton
‘Clarke.”
Miss Reed upon lnvestlgation‘

- ‘Msarned that at the date of the docu-’
~ wnent there was & custom of marking

- sriminalg by cutting away part of one
.= et thelr ears. John Reed was her/
.areat-grandfather, one of the settlers
- wf Ohio, and to dispel presumpnoml
-+ the part of strangsrs that he had
lost part of an ear by being marked
as a criminal he secured the document

1o certify to the contrary.

o Further rummage by Miss Reed
- VA.V.'hund papers showing the dlscharge
-~ of her great-great-grandfather, Ilsaac

‘Reed, from the war of the revolution.'

. "The papers were dated July 27, 1779.
~ A solled promisory mnote of 1805
showed that John Denham was debtor
%o Isaac Reed for the “just and full

“ 7. emm of 12 gallons of good merchant-

.. able whisky to be pald the first day
of March'
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Ralse Quail by Hand.

- Hunters Hot Bprings, Mont.—M{-
teen little mountain quail are being
. brought up by hand by Mr. and Mrs.
=-{iark Ireland of Racine, Wis., who are
‘spending a few months here. The
. ‘mother of the brood was killed, acci-
. . dentally, by Mrs. Ireland when she
. ,went to the clothes press in her room
.o get out her “merry widow” hat. The
.young quail then were discovered. The

“ .. mother bird bad found her way into
~_the room from the hotel veranda and.
made her nest in the bat. A guantity
‘ot canary bird seed on a near dy shelt
‘ad kept the mother and her young-
" mters allve up to the time of thelr ais-

< - ®overy, and the baby quall now are so
... well grown that they eat all sorts of

: lood and are becoming tame. i

U Sonu of 8mell Lost Early.
s london.—“Man has nearly lost the
. 'yonse of smell. There are compara-
_ - tively few men of 60 who retain ft”
ssald Dr. A, Hill In & lecture at the
~London institution, on the menses as
L ‘mews agents of the mind. The nose,
“it V" he sald, had precedence of all olher
- penses, not only from its position as
.-lhe anatomical tip of the body, hyt
boc:uu it waa the doyen of the
. ---7.penses, having regard to the order of
-7 s creation.

_befors any other sensation. :

. eastern waters

It made {ts uppeanne‘
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lAKE ERIE HEHHING

More Than 4,000 Tons of Little
FISh Taken in One Day

‘

Supply of Whitefish, Choicest Denk
‘Zen of Great Lakes, Has Faiten
_ Far Short of Demand—8tur-

geon Also Scarce. - 7 !

Sandusky, O.—"In one day’s fishing
last fall in Lake Erie waters, ([re-
quented by the fishermen who make
this place thelr marketing center,”
sald an up-state man familiar with
the many phases of the lake fisheries,
“it {s reported that more than 4,000
tona of herring alone were taken.
That {s by far the largest catch in the
history of fishing on Lake Erfe, and
blg catches have been the rule so far
this season in that part of the lake.
On the other hand, scarcely any her-
ring are belng caught in the lake
further east.

“The eastern water fishermen don't
worry. They know Lake Erie herring,,

~ and while they were hauling them ln,

by the thousands of tons during April
and May and getting a good many a.lls
through the summer months, thelr
brethren up Sandusky way were not
getting enough herring to make it
worth while putting in thelr nets.}
‘When fall comes, though, the fisher-
men of Erie and Buffalo know enough
to take their pets out, and then the
Sandusky flshermen begin to put
theirs in.

“The reason for this is that In the
fall the herring move away from the
for the spawning
grounds around Bass island and fur-
ther west

“The herring of Lake Erie, by the
way, 1s the standard of quality for
all the other lakes. It 1s flner and
better than any of the others, being
the only one that:has anything like
the whitefish flavor, lake herring be-
ing supposed to be a lesser whitefish.

“The lake herring {8 a wonderful
vartety of the plscatorial family. In
apite of the thousands and thousands
of tons of them that are netted in
Lake Erie every year they seem to
be as numerous as ever., This is un-
doubtedly due to the persistent ef-
forts of the fish commissioners
through their hatcheries on the lake
to supplement the natural herring
propagation.

“A situation simllar to the herrlng 8
change of habit prevalls with white-
fish {n Lake Erie. The most profitable
months for whitefish neting in the
deep waters of the eastern part of the
lake are July and August, and the
fishefmen in the shallower western
waters don’t have a ¢hance at them
until the late fall. The whitefish 1is
the choice denizen of the lakes. ‘

“As In the case of the herring, Lake
Erie whitefish sets the standard of
quality in its kind elsewhere. Thers
are many kinds of whiteflsh, and while
the choicest one is the gleaming sliver
sided one of Lake Erie, the mailn
source of supply {8 now from the in-
terior lakes of the Canadian north-
west, the Lake Erie supply having
long ago fallen short of even the local
demand.

“If a whitefish from the lake and
one from the Lake of the Woods were
placed side by side the ordinary ob-
server would scarcely belleve they
were of the same family. The white-
fish of the Canadian water {s almost
black in comparison with the Lake
Erie fish. A whiteflsh from Lake Win-
nipeg 18 almost red.

“In none of the great lakes do the
conditions for the fish seem to be so
favorable as they are in Lake Erle.
This {8 due {n great measure, so fish
culturists think, to the variations in
depth which are peculiar in that lake.
The western end {8 shallow and thus
provides vast and favorable areas for
epawning grounds. The deep water
of the eastern end is an almoat bound-
less retreat for the half-grown young.
And yet there are no lake trout in
Lake Erie, at least none worth men-
tioning. Once in awhtle a small catch
of these flne fish will be made in the
deep waters in the vicinity of Erie,
but none is ever taken west of that
place. Nefther are the lake trout in:
the Canadian lakes.
ply of lake trout comes from Lake
Superior, Lake Michigan, Lake Huron
and Georglan bay.

“The blue plke is a fish of much
commercial 1mportance.to Lake Erie,
and it is found in no other waters
except Lake Ontarfo. ‘These fish
seek the Canadian shore in the early
summer months and do not return to
their old haunts In American water un-
til the flerce November gales lash the
lakes. The sturgeon, once dwelling
in myriads in the shallow waters par
ticularly those tributary to Sandusky,
llkewise seek the Canadian shore In
summer after depositing their spawn
and return to their old feeding
grounds soon after the first sou'wester.
There are not many of them left now:
to either go or return. Only a few
years ago they were regarded as &
good sale at 25 cents apiece. Then
the caviare seekers opened the eyes
of the Sandusky flshermen and it was
not long before they were selling more
than 2,000,000 pounds of sturgeon dur-
ing a season, and tons and tons of
roe were exported from Sandusky
alone. Instead of sturgeon going beg-
ging at 25 cents a hundredwelght they
were In demand at ten cents a pound’
for the meat, 50 cents a pound for the'
roe and one dollar s pound for the
bladder. But indiscriminate siaughter)

for years on the very spawning beds:
themselves has made of Lake Erfe
sturgeon fisheries almost a thing o(
the past. The great fish are now so
scarce in the lake that $30 1s not an

uncommon price for a single roe smr-'

geon to command.”

The market sup-l

!

WRITTEN BY ELECTRIC PEN

Automatic Hand at Receiving End of
Telephone Records what Has
. Been Transmitted.

London.—An automatic hand, hold-
ing an electric pen and gliding with
a strange mechanical nolse over a pad
of paper, to record “the thoughts or
wishes of some friend or business con-
nection, may soon be seen in many
homes and business houses. It is, in-
deed, already in use {n many parts of
London, but one can only write by
electricity from one part of some es-
tablishment to another part of the
same building.

Now, however, exchanges are being
installed, similar to telephone ex-
changes, 8o,that every one who has a
telephone can have this remarkable
recorder added.

The electric writer Is called the
telewriter, and a 2l.year lease hasg
been granted by the postmaster-gen-
eral, enabling telewrliter exchanges to
be formed, by means of which any one
possessing a telewriter will be able

_ to ring up another person who has

one.

‘SBuppose the person you ring up I
out. This will pot deter you from
communicating with him. You write
a message with your electric pen, and
simultaneously the same writing ap-
pears on the pad at the other sub-
scriber’'s instrument. When asking a
broker to buy shares at a certain
price, the advantage of being able to
give him the figures in writing on
paper Is obvious. ¢

The first exchange is belng erected
at 20 Bucklersbury, E. C, and it is an-
ticipated that by the beginning or
middle of March it will be in full op-
eration. Should all the people in the
city mow using telewriters in their
offices become subscribers, there will
be something like 100 persons or firms
connected with the exchange.

A little later it is proposed to start
other exchanges, in the west end and

other parts of London, and then ln‘

many of the provinces.

CRY FOR MISSING HUSBANDS

Poorhouse Guardians Who Care for

Deserted Families Would Prou-

. ~ ‘cute Absentees.

London.—Notices are posted at the
police stations in the metropolitan
area advertising five dollars reward
in each case for information as to the
whereabouts of 68 missing husbands
who have left their wives and fami-
lies chargeable to Wandsworth union.

This list {8 by no means exceptional
for London. No fewer than 143 men
of Bethnal Green have left their famli-
lles to the care of the local union in
the last three years,

Missing husbands have a way of
coming back after a few months’ ab-
sence, but for 65 of the 149 at Beth-
nal Green the guardians were forced
to issue warrants of arrest.

Only fifty of the men were actually
arrested, their accumulated sentences
covering a span of ten years' impris-
onment. Forty-two returned volun-
tarily to their homes and 42 were won
back by the union officers. Fifteen
are still missing.
~ One sovereign is the usual reward
oftered for tracing a wife deserter, and
it ia wonderful what an amount of in-

‘formation is forthcoming at that fig-

ure. Some unions issue their notices
only singly, but others, litke Wands-
worth, and generally those in the
western suburbs, wait until they have
a considerable number to include In
one advertisement.

The day following the isaue of one
such announcement an old loafer
walked into the relieving office of one
of the western unions with informa-
tion regarding three of the missing
husbande, all of whom happened to
be his friends. After he had drawn
$15 it is said he salved his conscience
by treating each of the three In turn.

In all 75 per cent. of the wanderers

[

return elther by compulsion or of

their own volition.

BEAVER NEARLY FELLS TREE

Hesitates to Take Another

Animal

" Bite for Fear Big Trunk Would -

. Fall on Him,

London—With mingled pride and
anxjety the beaver in the London
Zoological gardens is gazing on his
year's work.

A mighty tree trupnk, which . was
erected in hias inclosure 12 months
ago is almost severed, It balances
on a wasp waist only an Inch in diam-
eter, while the rest of the log is at
least & food across. It was presented
to the beaver in order that he might
imptove his teeth.

Chiseling away at the tough trunk
with his sharp teeth, the great rodent
bas put (n hours at a timé  at this
work, alternating with perfods of in-
difference and neglect.

Now he has chipped away all but
the last possidle shaving. A careless-
ly thrown pebble or another bite by
the beaver would cause the great log
to crash down, but the intelligent
beast, fearing for his own neck, omits'
to bite.

In a breeze the upper part of the
tree trunk sways amazingly and yet
the waap waist holds. The beaver
looks on with his mouth watering and
wrishes that he had the pluck to bite.

G

Cupld Fails at Last.
Buunton Va.—C. C. Pugh of Nolwm
oounty has returned to the Augusta
county clerk’'s office a marriage ll-(

cense issued to him and Miss Fanny' 4

Grass April 28, 1804, saying he does!
not need {t at present. He falls to
state what happcned to Cupid in these,

oix years. ’

MO VELCEDRLEAY - VENDREDL, 18 MAKRS
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WNISECTION 15 D

Prof. Angell of University of Chil-

~.cago Defends It as Benefit.

IR

Educator Declares Operator in Ex.
:periments {s Merciful to Beasts
i «and Beeks Only Knowledge

- to Add to Skill of Doctors.

Chicago.—That the surgical skill
and medical knowledge which 18 sav-
ing thousands of lives every year and
making an annual decrease in the
death rate {s-due largely to expert-
ments on living animals, and that any
pain which it 18 necessary to inflict
is justified by human necessity, 1s the
burden of a serfes of pamphlets which
the’ American Medical association is
issuing from its Chicago headquarters
in answer to attacks by the anti-vivi-
sectlionists.

"Essays on the value of animal ex-
perimentation in furthering the knowl-
edge necessary for correct diagnosis
of disease and for the treatment of
cancer, tuberculosis and other danger-
ous finfections are Included in the
serles.

Prof. James R. Angell of the Uni-
versity of Chicago, and son of ex-
President Angell of the Unijversity of
Michigan, contributes an unqualified
defense of the ethics of animal exper-
imentation, taking issue with the state-
ment that unnecessary cruelty is prac-
ticed and declaring that in all reputa-
ble laboratories anaesthetics always
are used.

“It should be remembered " he says
in this connectlon, “that the selfish in-
terests of the operator almost {nevita-
bly and invariably make it to his ad-
vantage that the animal should suffer
as little as possible in order that its
vigor and vitality may be at the max-
imum. DBut even if all experimenters
were hardened by their work into a
disregard of animal pain, Bsoclety
might still pronounce the value of

" their results to outweigh this draw-

back.
“In the larger view, which looks to

. the ultimate welfare of soclety as a

whole, such men are among its most
valuable humanitarian members, what-
ever their personal attitude toward -
the animels with which they work.’

In speaking of the anti-vivisection-
ists’ argument that the results of ani-
mal experimentation are merely of
sclentific interest, Prof. Angell de-
clares that the progress of science
comes closer to the lives of all the
persons in the community than the
majority of the people realize.

*“Science h.s too long masqueraded
in the popular mind as a realm of {m-
practical theory touching the life of
the common man in the most remote
way,” he continues. "The contempo-
rary world appreclates increasingly
the falsity of this view. In industry,
in commerce, in medicine and even in
government {tself the sclentific knowl-
edge of yesterday Iis the basis of the
practical device of to-day.”

Declaring that too many people have
become unduly heated in the discus-
sfon, Profeassor Angell asks for a calm
and discriminating judgment on the
part of the general public.

“For the sentimentalist,” he says,
“to whom =&ll thought of gratuitous
suffering 18 abhorrent, probably no
argument can ever fail to justify cer-
tain forms of experimental procedure.
On the other hand. to the man famil-
{ar with the revolutionary advances in
gcience and medicine which have orig-
inated {n the experimental use of an-
imals. its condemnation seems the last
word of a perniclous insanity.” '

GETS $25,000 IF HE MARRIES

Englluh Youth's Legacy Has S8tring
Attached-—-r-'ean He Cannot Find
Bride In Year. o

—

Boston.—John E. Mason, a young
Englishman who, until he came here
about three weeks ago, was employed
as a photographer in New Orleans,
has received from his home in Eng-
land the information that he has been
left a legacy of $25,000. The money
will not be paid to him, however, un-

less he takes a wife and settles down
* for life within a year.

Mason says he has yet to meet a
young woman to whom he would pro-
pose marriage. He is in a quandary
over the bequest.

Out of employment and almost out
of funds snd nowise In touch with
young women eligible for marriage,
Mason says he feels his outlook is
discouraging.

In his room at a lodging house Ma-
son told the story of his eventful life;
how he started four years ago from
England and came here to make his
own way. He says he made the ac-
quaintance of Admiral Higginson of
the Unilted States navy, and became
a sort of protege of the admiral, but
doesn't care to go to him in his pres
ent dllemma i

|

o An Obliging Senator.

‘Washington.—Members of congresa
frequently receive requests of an un-
usual character. A few years aga
Senator Frye was asked by a constitu-
ent in Maine to send him the congres-
sional library, and correspondence was
required to disclose that the writer
wanted a report of the congression.
Mbrary. That request was considered
alllembracing untll the other day,
when one reached BSenator Hale of
Maine, which resd as follows:

“WIill you please send me the United
Btates?’

A map of the United States was um

_in respdnse to the letter. . :° - _]

FALL OVER WORD PAREGORIC

Misspelied More Than Any Other by
Hoosier Students in Taking

~ 8pecial Examination. SRR L

Shelbyville, Ind.—Out of 198 high
school puplls taking the special ex-
amination in spelling, 8. C. Ferrell,
who has just finished grading the pa-
pers, finds that Miss E. Marguaerite
Groebl, a junior, and Miss Barbara

Clark, a freshman, made perfect
grades.
The. list of words were: Incompre-

hensibility, strychnine, paregoric, epi-
demic, magician, punctually, perspira-
tion, financial, principle, principal
(each to be defined,) their, there, re-
ceive, Tuesday, zoology. Caesar, Cice-
ro, enthusiastic, mathematical, legibll-
ity, decisive, negligent, lenient, whole-
some, Rerosene, superintendent, genu-
Ine, fatigue, tuberculosis, consumption,
gesture, medicine, desertion, affection-
ately, vegetable, pursuit, totally, de-
ceitful, beautiful, furniture, nlnety,
tweezers, disappointment, diphtheria,
tonsilitis, bronchitis, Valparaiso, In-
dlanapolis, 8helbyville.

In the senior class there were flve
students who recelved grades of 90
per cent. or over, while one pupil

“reached as low as 30 per cent., or

only 15 words being spelled correctly
out of the list of 50. In the junior
class thers was one student who
reached 100 per cent., or perfect; four
were in the 90s, while three reached
as low as 50 per cent. In the sopho-
more class the highest grade was 94

"per cent. and the lowest 52 per cent.

L4

In the freshman class out of the 75
students there was one perfect, while
there were two that spelled only nine
words correctly, their grades being 18.

Shelbyville, the name of the city,
was misspelled once, it being found to
be correctly spelled on most of the pa-
pers. Indianapolls was  misspelied
three times. Paregoric was misspelled
more than any other word. Then
comes diphtheria, tuberculosis, dlsap-
pointment and magiclan.

CUPID'S GOLD MINE CLOSED

Coldblooded Post Office " Inspectors
“Rudely Dash Fond Hopes of
“.Many Lonely Lovers.

Washington.—The coldblooded post
office inspectors have got a point
where they interfere with the search
for soulmates by lonely women, lan-
guishing from psychic hunger. There
is the case of Alice Peterson of Johns-
town, Pa.,, who was barred from the
use of the mails merely because she
employed modern business methods,
including advertising in newspapers,
to secure a new husband.

Alice, according to a statement
sent out by the post office department,
now has a perfectly legal huaband,
but she advertised for another. The
statement asserts that in certain
cases when Allce’'s correspondents

looked good to her she wrote asking.

them to gend her the price of getting
from Johnstown to their place of resi-
dence, and when ghe got the money
failed to seek the society of her
would-be soulmates. She just hung
onto the. money.

In explanation Alice said she want-
ed to try, try again, until she found
exactly the right man. Then, she de-
clared, she meant to return all the
money she had received from the
other men and cleave only to the ul-
timate eligible.

The inspectors had a hard time get-
ting evidence, as the men who sent
her money and were then left walit-
ing at the train on which Alice didn’t
coms were reluctant to have thetr
names used in the case. But one man
was found at Maybdury, Pa., who con-
sented to help the inspectors. He
sent Alice $7.50 to pay her fare from
Johnstown to Maybury, but she never
came, _Another man living way out
&t Eugene, Ore.,, who claimed to have

given up $110 to Alice, also gave the

post office inspectors a lift.

WOMEN HELP RAILROAD LINE

Flag Famine on Santa Fe Relieved
Through Work of Ladies of

San Bernardino. . %

1

To relieve the signal flag famine on
the Banta Fe, hundreds of women of
8an Bernardino, Cal., are engaged in
the making of 17,000 colored flags for
immediate dellvery.

Impossible to place a contract for

"rush delivery of the thousands of flags

needed at different points on the
Santa Fe system, the officials of the
company accepted the offer of the
women of tbe Episcopal church. For.
many days the women of the church
bave been striving to complete the
task and deliver the first 1ot of flags.
In households all over the city other
women, not members of the church,
are assisting in the task, and needles
and sewing machines are buasing with
s vim. The total receipta are to go
to the church, the women donating
their services, in the effort to aasist

the raiiroad and the Episcopal conm'

gation.

It is satd that the flag famine omi
the Santa Fe I8 serious, and soonp all
over the system the colored bunnng,l
made into flags by the women of San,
Bernardino, will be ﬂutteﬂng——Loc
Angeles Times.

Trlod to Walk on Water,
Huntington, W. Va.—J. C. Willlams,
a mechanic at the Chesapeaks & Ohlo;
shops here, who has been reading the|
Bible almost incessantly of late, was:
seized with a frenzy the other day and
decided that he could walk on wstor
as Jesus did. Proceeding to the OMo|
river, he attempted to walk
choppy stream, but was soon lllb-l
merged. It was with great dlmculty
that he was rescued.

- T
= —p—— o ot = e

N I 2 XL luhhu o dams tema l-l Ehu h_luﬂ er nhlhlu nu dm ar n--mo de avantazes! exesutioun‘is Mx it l navm'ﬂ h hnlﬂ J m‘,l.mﬂhyn !'S'»

~ Michael Laford, a Palmer man, has

RN

FATHER MINLS NS

Without Use of Hands Massa-
- chusetts Man Rears Family. .

8till a Bread Winner at Age of 76— .
About Only Things Cannot Do Are
© . Mowing with Scythe and } ‘

' Milking a Cow. SIS

Palmer, Mass.—A story of an al-
most unexampled struggle for exist-
ence, as well as a record of human
ingenuity which could hardly be sur-
passed, is furnished by a Day state
town.

With one arm cut off at the shoul-
der and the other below the elbow,

brought up a family of seven children
and supported them, although for 43
years he has been deprived of the use
of his hands. : )

Among the hundreds of stories t.old
of the courage and pluck of those af--
flicted by the loss of various faculties S
who have struggled gamely on, refus- - ]
ing to give in to fate, that of Laford -~ -~ :
{8 unique.

Even for a man of perfect hea!th
and physique, the trials and difficul- .. "
tiles which Laford has fought against Ly
all his life would be considered stu- -
pendous. Yet, at the age of 16, and -\ '
after a lfetime struggle, he s still <.\
earning his bread cheerfully, and In . 7 -\
fact, he did nearly half a century ago, -7,
after the accident occurred which . ‘
made him a cripple for the rest of his -
days.

From the moment of Laford's birth
misfortune secemed to set upon him.
He was born {n a little village a few
miles outside of Montreal. Hefore he
had reached the age of two years his
mother had died, leaving him with
several other children, to the ecare or
neglect of frlends and neighbors.
With the death of the mother the fam- :
ily was broken up, and the children =~ ™
were given away to whoever would L
take them. . Michael fell Into the
hands of a farmer, who put him to
work almost as soon as he could walk.

Up to the time he was 12 years old
Laford worked as few boys ever have
to work. At 14 he was used in the o
woods with the men, where he put in i 4
his ten and twelve hours a day with =~
a gang of loggers. Not only was the
child driven to work, but he was SR
beaten, tmproperly fed and went al- cy
most without clothing even in the :
freezing air of a Canadian winter.
Several times he was driven out of
the camp to attend to horses I the 1
night and compelled to wade through - -
the snow In bare feet. For several ..
years this treatment continued, till
at last Laford made up his mind that
he would do better to strike out for
himself. Taking advantage of a dark
and stormy night he ran away, and )
after weeks and months of hiding and -
_hunger, he fell in with a chance friend
with whom he worked his way down
across the Canadian border into New
York state.
~Through his knowledge of lumber-
ing he prospered. He made money
and In a few years was able to take
small Jumbering contracts for himself.
After 8 year or so of success at this
he moved to Stafford, Conn., where ha
again started operations. It was here,
however, that the accident occurred
which crippled him for the rest of -his
11te.

Laford was working in a sawmill,
running a ctrcular saw. Through the
clumsiness of one of the helpers In
working the carriage of the big saw,
Laford was thrown against the frame-
work surrounding the whirling saw,
loat his hold on the lever of the ma-
chine and fell straight forward on . .|
the buzzing blur of teeth. In an in. - |
stant the left arm was severed at the . %
wrist. Then, In trying to regain his B
balance, he pitched forward once
more, and thus lost the other arm.
In the excitement that followed the S
mill was shut down and Laford was .
hurried to the hospital. In flve weeks® - .}
time he was out, but for more than & . - |
year he remained practically helplesa;
Not only was {t impossible for him
to do any kind of work, but the loss
of his arms Impeded him in a thou-
sand ways. It was even difficult for
him to walk about. All his sense of
balance was lost. Instead of submit:
ting to his fate, however, Laford was
continually making plans for his selfs
support.

He firdt got a job driving a team, %
In a short time he could not only
drive a team, but could load one.
Even the heaviest logs were none toq
heavy, and in six months’ time La.
ford was back on his old job again as
a teamster, and holding his owp
against the rest of the crew. He wag
at this time 45 years old, and for 2@
years he was s teamster in the lum‘
bering camps.

Laford has been a resident of Pal
mer for the last twenty years, and
on bhis testtmony thers are only three
things which he cannot do:

He cannot mow with a scythe.

-He cannot chop wood. .

‘He cannot milk a cow. .

Outside of these three occupatlonl
he clalms that he {s just as good & .
man, even at his 78 years of age, as ‘ i
can be found In many communities. ‘

Laford, without hands and minus
one arm, dresses himeelf, feeds hime
eelf, lights and smokes his own “piped

and cigars, harnesses a horss and
does a thousand things that woulq
Dussle an outsider. In place of
4wo hands lost, Laford has developez
the use of his teeth and his toes.

- ma ..
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Cheap. . -

Tinks—1 saw something cheap at 8

bargain counter to-day. . S o
" Binks—What was {t? B

~Jinks—A man walting for his witfe. ~




