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CHRISTMAS ADVICE. .

Go threugh your list of § |
friends earefully dnd cross off

IS CHRISTMAS SURPKISE.

How a Wall Mreet Bmploye Wan Re-

warded for Years of Faith-
T otwd lorvlu.

I

THE YEAR THAT IS PAST.

It Is Alwaye tln lnem'd of What We
Have Done in the Past
That Counts.

I Iarge New Yorl busiuess Inati-

tutioc thers was an empioye whoa
Christmmaa gift had the saviug grace of

thess who didn't glive You any-
shing laat year.

It is te be hoped you have
pestponed al! Christmas shop-
plug uatil Monday, she Slet
3t io vush a comfort uthc salen-
people.

If you are engaged to a yownpy
man it is parfectly proper for
yeu to eensider yowrself ag-
grieved if he does aot spend his
November salery on your pres-
«Bt.

- L~

Buy & showy present for your
danghter to give her teacher.
and when she gets homes ask har
if any of the other children gavae’
a present as good as hers.

2 mwcmwv-uaﬁmn

In passing on Christmas pru-
ents care should be taksn not
inadwvertently to return them to
the donofw.

e

If your boy wants tc give his
teacher a Christinas present tell
him you pay iaxes for the sup-

g
§
3

port of the public schools Il'.ld

that's enon‘h. o

Do not pay amy attention te

the individuality of the perssa

to whom you are making a gift.

g

Buy the thing that will bs the
mest showy and effective.

"Calculate your presemts care-
fully, according to the wealth
and social position of those who
ars to receive thm

G:ve unto those vhom you do—
sire should give unto you. -

to give. -
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S § :t is more blessed MMM
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. undignified 1n this office.

bouvkkeeper, mearly 49 years in har-
nees, and he had been oveciooked In
forzuer years of (aLmess i Wall strowt,
eRCHpL fOr a custemary aud unvarylng
$10 geid plece, skya iHe Detruit Free
Fress. Several daym before ChTiatonss
last year the office became agitated
wilh rumors of an unprecedented dood
of guod furtune. The old bookkeaper
tred to keep calme, but his hupes raa
rigl, and the day berure (TLruitmas
foumd him in a nervous Lurry He
saw bLis fellow employes  called imto
the rasbinr's office one by e, erach re-
turning with & sealed enveiops The
bookkeeper walted [Or his aumuoas,
but L came not, says the World's
Wors Ewven the offier boy emerged,
biugg new goud Dees Lo Lest thew,
and the rol} was complet#» an howr be~
fore the bovkneeper summoned cour-
age 'o mend in an inquiry whether 8
mistake had ben made in the case of
Mr. Blank, apd whether ap envelope
had bean overluoked. The answar
an

“There {8 no eavelupe for Mr. Blank,
bui the presideut 'uuhgl o see Lim
for & woment. ™

The bookkeeper saw only one inler-
pretation. This meant his dimharge
tor falling eMciency He fnirlr tot-
tered Into the unctum. a piutul uun
of paaic fear.

“Bit down. Mr Blank.,” sald the
president. i have omuited your name
= se list of Christmas rewsrds for
faithiul service. and 1 regret that
the bank will bave to find
men Lo 1]l your position after Lo-mor-
row Compose yourself, sir, tears are
You should
kaow Dbetter after being hers [or so
loag » term of service. Don’t go. [

-~ have & few words more to say befors

you Isave. The directors bave decided

another '

to retire you on full pay for the rest

of your lite, and the year's salary will
be pald Lo you in advance. This does
act establish s rulnous precedent, for
employes wishk 38 years of faithful

.service %0 thelr credit are not sprin-

kled very plentifully through Wail

street.”’

_New Year's day is in some way rec-
oghized by every people having a fope
wal caleudar, yet the hours of he last

h By CATHERING 3DDY CLEAVER

UST as che clock struck the man

B -

18 ALWAYS WELCOME. .

‘l"ho Christmas Saint Finds a Hearty
Reception Wherever and How-
-—ever Be May Comn. :

It _matters not whether you call hing ‘

Bt. Nick. Kris Kringle or Sasta Claus;

dEY U TEE OTT FEAr grncialiy pass wito
ltle variation from vedinary routioe.
 Nevertheless, it i3 the compietsd Look
whose alory lmpresscs (e readesr lor
guod or bed, not the cover or the
froncisplece of the new one.  Neariy
&l the words of our laaguugr app.ying
W a, course not mbeolutely ruarked oue
daacribe Lhe path that s !-o: bedind
aud oot that which 1s Letosy, seye (he

Yout's Compenloy “Phiie 1 no coun-
erpke ;s to the ship's “washe” Tur Uie
course whivh the prow 5 cboul W
bread, mor of Lhe “trae. of ke ey-
clowe,” nor of the spoor of e Hges,
vor of “the trail” of num e oo and
nads. B mnay be puoea eeidentelly
thu’ wany Wae< 4n¢ ¢y Hare e
cenly DRSsod EAWS GF OrcinLaees rdae

yuiring auivmiobiies to carry 3 nume
ber. in large Agures, hatizir: [~an the
La: 6. Nubouy who ees an aniowallls
cuming cares whal iy womber 1y Uuoly
whea it bappors w leave semte reverd
Lbeb od u-its track s
of s numnber important.
lea. Lovawse the 1o ure 1@ swaruing
with phesibililes, wiivreas 1he  post
constitules a record which carnnt be
changed, that moet uvi our fesnvitles
center about the acticvipa.on of the
new year rather than in & retrospec-
WUre affection for the cid.  In (Ze cider
days of the world prophecy wiid a
place of promincnce among all peo-
ples, but of histury in the scientsfic
sense there wae nome  ‘This has been
revarssd by the severely practical mod-
ern worktd. History is at a premium,
prophecy at a discoumt Yet tue al-
moat disregarded last aay of December
stands for the completed renord, as-
New YTears doss for the' pruphecy of
whlt is w come.

MNEW YEAR R ESO LUTIONS

Wl- Naver Eet 'l'oo md or Too Good
to Have No Need of
v ~ Them.

i is doubt-

What! make New Year—tesatutions
agaln” Certatply, 80 one 18 teo @ld
or oo good o have peed of them.
But curb your enibusiasm: weigh well

the anowicdge .

L laid down his magazine with =

»lgh, &nd glanced at the time-
piece go the table before bhim. Ten
o'clock, and to-marrow  was New
Year's day—lo-morrow, that would

"end this lonely e of his and take

him home. Home o the people who,
with the dear faith of one's own kim,
atitl believed In the genius he had
failvd to prove to rthe rest of Lhe
worid.  His face brighteard as he plo-
tursd his woelrome there, and wilh
chitdish impuige 10 quicken to-mor-
row's coming he rose from bhis chair
atd legan hlw preparations f[or the
night

As he undressed his mind revvrted
to the dlory be had leen reading —
a4 laiv of a wan whose family tad
been cursed with hered:tary biindnies
aud whi had at last ‘seired the cow-

CRrd's reiuge rather Laaa face the Lrag-
" edy of hils {nherltance”

Re shuddered slightly, Tor the story
Lad ade 1t peculiar appeal to him.
He. ton, Ftiew the eivh Lorror of suco
8 hecitage. His xranafatlier sand greal-
granciacher had speul treir lust yvaass
in derdoess. and, although his owa
facher had  seaped, he binew oo many

1. victims of 1he caprice of miasism to

hojd Rimsell exempt.

The chill air of the December night
struck his face hs he opened hia win-
dow and he shook off his momenlary
depression as the littie refrain, with
all It meant, sang onre ouce moes io
his brain—"t-morrow s New Y-tn
day.”

At length he fell aslesp his syes
repting vn the cheerful litle poimt of
fiame in the night-lamp which shone
thromgh the ogen door of his dress-
ing-room fuil ou his pillow

Cutside, the wind Io the valley was
blowing the clouds into a beary pall
acroes the sky. then, rising suddenly ia
8 passion of destructiveneas it
mpped the trees beside the man’s
mndow with & crash that roused the
steeper tu & sitting posture

Gazing, unknowing, into the black-
oess around aim, with dis Arst con-
sciousness he raised his hand to his

eyes to brush away the veil of siecep

w1 Wﬂr;

cowarcs of us all.”—N. Y.
Times,

%Qt‘tﬁ't‘.t m\:mm&-
~;‘L,TIME BEFORE CHRISTMAS.

] woek- of the mou!h ot
December are, in a way, the most in-
spiring of the year. The imspiration
womes not from the outside, but from
‘within. It is not like the spring sea-

 ton, when the sap bDegins to flow In
" trees and the biood to run with new

"~ vigor in the veins; nor like full-bodied
rumroer, when all the worid looks
Freen and fair. and the spirit of man

-« fGilled with Lhe glory of God's beau-
tiful world; nér llke autuma, when
things animate and inanimate meem

540 be setling down Lo rest afller work

o sccomplished—the twilight of the year

ﬁ-vbnuke these, oarly December has a
nct stmosphere of anticipetion, as

a time of reckoning, as of a time

romard. Lo -ewery-heart -ia-epite of

~the rush of business or the dally

work, there is m feeling akin to that

_swkich in the old days we felt wnen
- /eo'onung the days L0 the school vack- _
. wtion—and bome. saye the Indianapolis -

- : mews. The thought of Christmas days
35 in the very air every day: a thou-
sand things keep it in mind, from the

" . early-lighted shop windows filled with

. their invitations to good cheer to the

"')upp'y look on many faces that teatl-

_fles to some umselfish preparations
made, or making, that *a friead’s
Christmas may bw joyful

The mh

i Bome Quaint Traditions.
Berlin has some curious Christmas

traditions. Thus, the clothea line
. ‘must pot hang ia the loft between
Christmas and New Years day om

Ppenalty of bad luck. Dreams dreamt

. within the same period are sure to be
true, while childres born on Christ-
-mas day will have the gift of proph-
¢«y. To insure wealth, people must
eat the roe of the carp on Christmas
Rve, because fiad roe signifies money;
and scales” from the Christmas carp
earried in the purse will keap it well
flled throughout the year Herring
u roe will suffice for those who are tpo
° poor to buy carp. A less cheerful
practice I8 to make little sand heaps
with a thimble for each member of

the fanily on Christmas Eve and

- whoevers baap has fallen in by next

‘morning i# sure to die during the
year
’ |
When She Learned.
“Of course,’ sald the wise mother

Z to her young dayghter “if there js a
bo'« in your rwocking all the CLris'-
war presencs will drop out

Trowr - happened that Le gir] bae-
rame Vvery inddstrious 1 jearcing to
darr. which wad a thing that %.d not
Joerestedd her previous.s o o iloago

i Lvel Ly Past

! A Hint. R
: He—Dhdn't -yort know ~qasvn wery
standing under the misletiw *
Ste~ -Why, no! 1 didut tee
thing - Town Topiew

auy-

!mmrzul Unbohef
Little Giri—lloa't you oDbelieve im
fanta Claun?
e Little Boy—Nuw!
~Brooklyn Lifa.

We lve 'n & 88

During I‘h; ahnlldl.,vni a nnlwleﬁas drium
fSor the small boy would 81 & iong-feit
wanl

st

THE YULETIDE IN AUSTRIA.

It- Calebration Il Pictumque Among
the Won-German Population
et ]

~Yuletide, as kept by the mn-Germn
population of Austria, I8 very-pictur-
saque. Ou Christmmas day the Poies
in Galicly first sttend mass, and then
sit down to the family supper. The
chief dish on the table comtaine coa-
socrated eggs, whick the isther dis-
tributes. After eating. all eyes wmre
ciosed and all hesds bowed down to
the table. in the beliof that Jacob's

- Indder s then descending from heaven

to earth. and down the Iadder the
angels are coming to bless the wor-
shipers and o carry away their
earthly troubles to heaven Apung
the Czechs the lagead runs that he
who most strictly fasts on Christmas
eve wlil see the Holy Cbhild In his
dreams thay night. In the evening the’
real celebration begins.  AlL  ltghts
are then extunguirhed in the house;
oo fAre, oo Light 18 viaible.
dren crowd Logether in fear and re-
main perfectly silent, a8 otherwige
they Kmow they will receive tone of
the presents brought by the Chriat
Child and tald al the eutrance of the

house.

First English Christmas. -

The first English chiid o enjoy =
Christmas tree was Mary daughter of
Henry ¥II1. who was aflerward
known as Bloody Mary. When she
was four years qld a rosemary bush,
aung with rad jewels and sliver span-
gles. and lighted with rushlights, wis
set up in the great hali of the castle,
for the amusement of the litte masden
who grew up to be such a cruel gueen.
From this little rosemary busk the
custom spread uotl now no English
Christmas~ is complete without the
Christmas tree.—Albany Argus.

. Successful
“What's the matter with your flnger,
that you're got it in splints >’
“My cldest boy"s tngenwity.”
“How so?"’

~of the Natlom. B &

1

=

The chil-~

“He set a steel trap In his stocking .

to catch Santa Claus.’—8mart bet

Concernmg Christmas Books, |
Christmas books are 3o commnp we
are prone to think we have alwaya had
them. This (s not so, however, for
the first Christmas book was iasued
from & publishing house In London in
January, 173

) © As Taual.

Micky—Say. Swipsey, what do yer
cxpect 1o have In yer stocking Chridg-
mas morzin’?

swipsey (mournfully) —Holes ! —LChi-
cago Daily News

TOMHY SMITH'S SCHEM’E

froam 4
LT ornge

Pity rhe poor bachelor whe #ady the
usual hole 1o his slookling Christma-
morning

1

e o o

Pk 3
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your chamces of success, and be & llt-
tls more lenient with yourself than
you were a year ago. Betler to set an
easier task and win than 1o risk weak-
enlng your will power and self-respect
by another failure, says the Country
Gentieman. Have your jdeal of pec-
foct manbood, or womanbood, by ail
means. Life {3 indeed prosaic and
commonplace without une, and—alas!
It ls & bicter disappointment with one,
unless we remember that we build the
Isdder by which we rise 1o a nobls
character, and thal more actuai prog-
roes I8 made by galning one siroog
round than by ten shaky ones.

Just what particular step 18 most
needed each one must determine. for
him, or hersel!. Probably % out of .
every 1) of us “hoys and girls growa
tall” need moet to brace up and
strengthen the round of cheerfulpesa,
and | question if ithere are many of
you who can make & resolve that will
do more to Javelop and strengthen
your higher nature thap an eornest
one to Le cheerful--erven wher things
go wrong—for from ita rosts o sure
w spring thoughtfuloess of others, and
bope, aud coLchge. -

Think o! these thines. and reran -
ber nul only the preclous sesurabee-of
belp to him who “waorketh ozt his own
salvation,” but that the dear “Lord
loveih the cheerful giver” of hope and
courage. as well as him who gladly
glvetk of his “loaves apd fishes *

; Beprehanaible.

1 do not like “Fe acte somes falke

Perform with far too [ittie rarity,
MNor ~an [ cherlgh ("hristmas jokes,

That savor not of Ubristian charity,
But chiet'y those retnws 1 fAnd,

And deem Lhelr metions reprehensible,
Who at this season jeem bt kind .

To dolieowt gifts that they ca.i “sensible™

—~Town Topics. ;
L A Good Bend-Off. )
Robert—What do you do oo New

Years day?

Rl‘hlrd—ﬂh I get out my last
year's rescintions and make a [fresh,
brisk start.—Detroit Free Press.

To-Day, .

January 1—Resolutien: Swore off

Janaary 2— Reaolullons won O — Al
lanta Journal

Agk your druggist for a calendar if
you wanl fresh dates.

A BEAL PARGAIN.

Mra Bargaingrab—I see these smoke
ing jeckels are marked A bargaln at
36517 Were they aelling at more?

Department Store Clerk-—Nn, ma'rm,
but thay haven't been marked wp from
& lower price, llke most of the Christ-
mas things, ma’ rm.

The action wole him 10 & sudden resi-
izatlon of the inlense darsnesa before
Rim. Where waa the light that always
‘met bhum from the taithful little night-
inmmp? Where was the gray out-of-

doots tbhat mesnt early moraing?
Blacknesas, thick, lmpenetrable. closed
in oo him. God! could 11 Ye that the

light still burned—but,_ not for bim?
That the sun was rising—but to him
it would always be night?

He slid from his bed "abd xropal
his way to the window, straining his
oyss vainly to percelve the slightest
outline In the formiess darkpess.
Then terror gripped bhim cliose and s
panjc bede bhim scream—Ay-——escape
from this flend of night that had fold-
ed him tn her infaite smbrace

With one last effort at control he
reached for the (famillar pmateh-box
and struck ove of the tiny torches
that meant life-long nirht or day 1o
himn. He heard the scralch and saap,
but not a spark of light rewarded his
agonized «flort o see. The maich
fell from his nerveless fOngers and
1he cold swest of despair soaked his
pight-clothes with its dank chlli
- His whote future was silbnuetied
Before him, & black shadow against
the sunlight of the world iz eye-
sight gone, bia career ruined, his kreat
book swil unwritien—only life’'a emply
shell laft o mock him. To-moitow
would begin the drear, black proces-
sion of days, stretchlng Like pall-bear-
ers to the grave. To-morrow! Oh,
God! the lrony of {I—lo-mOTTOW Wal
the new year! An nnpou-l sob rose
choking in his throat. aa this to be
bis home-coming—led Mke a blind beg-
gar, to be a burden where he had

" hoped to help?

All bis man’s courage and fBerce ré-
sistance 1o Fate rose in him. He
woild never vield to that Rather—

With his suddem energy his fingers
closed on ome remsining match and
lostinctively, with the vigor borm of
desparation, he strued
wall. A quick biws flame sprang to
lite and showed the opemn door the
extinguished lamp, the headless maich
al his feet—objecls so meaningless De-
toare, so fraught with the joy of life
now.

With a cry of rellef cthe man aprang
to the mas-jet, and as the room was
flooded with the biessed light he sank
trembling to kis knees, and the balls
of midnight sang In hia ears: “To-day
ia Lthe new year.”—The Wright Maga-

zine.

: Apprehensive.

“Cheer up'" sald the candid friend,
as they met at the dressmakér’s.  “For

e bride of a year you look {ndige
ﬁue What's the matter?”’

“IU's—it’s John,” was the hesilating
reply

“What's the maiter with him’> He
lonked ail right in church Bunday.”

“%Well, he hissed me when L« calne
bome to dinner kast night.”

“Goodness gracious.  Wall?”

“He Kissed me agaln when he went
to business this morning "

*Did you a3k for an explanatioa?”’

*He didn*t give me time But 1 am
Jdetermined lo find owt what's behind
{t. It he means o crawl out of giv-
iug that automobkde he promised me
for Christmas why —kisses don’t ge.”

—N. ¥. Times.

Too Bsd

He (tentatively)--If"s tco bad that
mistletos abould ondy De hpog up o0
Christmes!

Ahe [maively)—Yes! That cerisialy
makss i a long time beiween kinsesl

—pationsl Tribube

it along the-

-

Little Jobn —Pa
Santa will got burned up in ouwr chim-
ney?

John's Pa—-What!
stack of this flat?
lucky i1 he isph
Chirago Daily News

Pa, don't you suppose

In the smgke
Not much He'l) o0
frozen to demth.—

THE “BLUE CHRISTMAS.”

A Little Incident That Occurred in
the Childhood of Miss Fruncn

. Willard. o
CAmong the beautiful . and tendes
memories of the Luappy  childheod

which Frances Wiilar slways connied
vne of the rtchest poewmersionsa of bhet
life was that & the “"biue Ciristings

Times Liad been varc that yem aud
altbhouch actual v ani
the praivy- home, there waw o matey
for gils, aad to the fathe,. ill with
agur, things looked dark aopd gloomy.
But the children were not sick aad
they 4id nolL knuw discouragement,
Christmas had aiways brought fis gifta
before, why shoidd it fall now® So
the two girlis hung up their stockings,
and the brother put his dook-strap om
the froot door-knob. -

Of course the gifts camme When Ip
all their lives had their motber ever
falled them? The next wmorming the
wook-strap beld Poilok's 'Course of
Time,” and each stocking conlained &
few little sea shells long treasured by
the mother, an artificial flower and a
false curl, relics of a fashion of Mrs.
Willard's younger days. ‘

Poor, pathetic gifts they sound to
us, but to the happy. hea!thy-hearted
titte trio thay were all that could Le
desired, says the Youth's Cémpanion
As for entertalnment. what could be

‘more full of 'winter delight than going

tu the wouds and dragging homwe great

—bramrhrer T e e TR IR ST T

Frances Wiliarc the wowman, leoking
back through the yesars. thosw kindling
flames sulil shoae wi.a Lbelir oid ra-
diance.

“We thought it was great fun,” she
wrote, “but [ather called it his biue
Christmas ”

There are always, and always mast
be. those who dwell upon the shadow
side of the Christmuas joy, oot omly
the very poor—1o them more and more
each year warm bhearts and eager
hands are sending the gladneas— unt
the men and women of ENArrow means
whose hard toll wios them no margin
{or luxuries, or Dlemsures. One’s heart
must always be tender for the women
who have uuthing to give at Christmas
time

Does not Misa Wiliard's memery of
her bhappy Christmas bring a message
of hope to those whope purses are
empty? (bfidren ar~ the happy poe-
sessors of two magic powers whirb
those of older yvars tao often Juse.-

" “treshness of imagination and a keen

zegt fur tife. A uny tioms-made pres-

ent and a holiday atmoaphere, if it be
crealed by notlunx more than 3
Christmas ple, will make the day 2

shining one 0 the chitd's memory

Took In the Situation,

i “John. ere are your slppers. ' -
. “Fhank you "~ -

*And your smoking jacket

“liuw good you are!’ -

““And your pipe and tobacco.”

“That's kind!™”

“And now sit down acd et me ru}
your head—for | know you're ured—

poor fetlow!” )
And then be looked IJuquiringly a

_her and said:

“Mollle, let's be perfectiv  ecandid
with each other What kind of a
Christmas present do you want "'——At—
lanta Constitution.’

Model of Christmas Chapels.

o great cities of the north, whan
Christmas trees are trimmed, humbis
Germans buy tiny plaster chapei?,
which, lighted with a single candle,
Jend an innocent samctity to the ehil-
dren's festal corner How many know
that those modest emblems are mod-
eled upon the Moravian church ot
Emmaus, Pa.; and what would not the
little ones give it they, llke the chil-
dren of that town, could welcome the
Qaviour's coming within the time-hoo-
ored wells’—Ladies’ Home Journat

At the End of the Year.
1 glan v upat the rolendar
And hmk of Lol lead vears,
! friendshins yet remembered
But oft. alas’ in tears
1 think of UnLsSuURK Sonnets,
(P14 ireams—the broken iyre'-—
While glancing at the calendar
Ard gazing tr toe fire
N U Times~-Demuocrat.

A Good Investment..

“Why did Mr Clirker give his rich
brother’s little boy stich an expensive
Christmas prexent?"”

“To save money. Mr  Clicker hag
seven boys of his own., and be knew
that his rich brother would recipro~

mv.e.“—urrnklyn Life
A Harbinger.
Mrs Motherhas—See what & beau-

mother has

tful Christmas present
sent you, Henry!
Henry (sourly)—I[ suppose it means
she Is coming to stay about & month.
—DBrookiyn Life.

Truth for the Holidays.
“Doss mistletoe bear frult?”

“Yea my son, very often.
den fruit"'—Town Topics.

Eaud not voeited

which used to be 1n circulation,

" Forbid-

dder or in an automobile, he wtll be
welovsme Can you |wagine the patron
saint of Christmas cheer finding m
door barred agsinst him?

Aad how good It 18, forsouth, for us
to give to this jolly St Nick the free-
dom of the world, and a right-of-way
aven over our house-tops and down
our chimneys.

Bome mon. sigh at the annum! sea-
som of holly and mistews, and groas
at the thought of the Christinas tree,
and the nighi-befare<Christmar stoek-
ings. but those same men would miss
the gift time, and the frasiing, amd
the t«liowship, aud the good clieer

It 18 the season when tue childrem
are hupplest, aud who st tha! time,
is not a chiid? “Men are bu' childres
of a largrr growil, ' saya Liryden, and
Gud pity the man who ever fuily out-
&rows his childl.nai .

Let un-all 81} the bumper fig.rative-
ly spealking. and drink 2 hLeal'h o
Christmas time-to the gathering of
the family and feuds at the Rroslde
and at the tahle sroanjus with i
1oar! 'urker, its cLitken pie anhd {ts
fat piuwr pudting, stenming hot

La-t us aii be children Jor ihe time
being—even if, with sonse of us, it
has to bs 8 second childhosd. —Fous-
Track News

RMANCE OF MISTLETOE

A Bury Is ﬂuckod for Rvery Kiss
That Is iven Undes the
g _ Branch

" When we hang vur rooms with hebly
wroaths and bunches of mistietoe we

" Are kecplog up a Ume-hopured custom
which can be traced through-hundeeds

of merry Christmases to the days of
the Ruman Satucrnaiia and even early
Persian custotus  QOur own custom of
decoruting our rouins eomes more jm-
mediately from adceent Germany,
where evergrecna were hung ia honot

. of the midwinter {estivai.

The Druids used w cut the mmmu
from their sacrod caks with elabarats
ceremony; a golden kpife was used o

iRg the caremony two white bulls wers
sacrificed, and music and processionst
fermed part of the rtse The groves of
Mouna, once the favorite retrest of th»
Britisk Druidé. weres cut down by the
all-conguering KRomans and havse
passcd frum the popular memory but
the mistietoe, which the ulc Druids
called “all-healing,”’ 18 stil an objrct
of vensration.' |o some parts of kng-
land a bderry i8 plucked from the mis-
tietos for every kies that s given

under It. and when there are no mors -

berrios loft Do more kisses are allowed

. Christmas Boxel
' The bestowing of Chr.stman boxed
1» ot great antiquity, and was former-
1, the bounty of well disposed persons

" who were willing W costribile sorne-
‘thing toward the industrious

Lazer
the gift came to be demanded as a
right and becanie somewhat of a nius-
sance The Roman Catholi« priests had
masses for everything and !f & shp
to ‘the. West Ind.es they had s

weat
box io her under the protectiw ol
some patron sasnt o Eng.and “be

“Boa-

day after Christmas i@ Known as
ing day.”
and
the Brtish museum can b 8een boxes
covered with green glaze with a alil
In ithe side fur money abd prescnts

Christmas Plum Puddmg )
'Amung the foods peculiar to Chnal-
[Las nolelsfO cOoMUOn & plum pudding.
The dat- of the imtroduction of th.s

_ tavorite dish is relegated to the vague

but it is probable it is mot older
than the eighteenth ceatury, sad it
appears o be a “"House of Hanover”
dish Searchers of the symbolical on-
tend that on acecount of the richness
of the ingredients the plum pudding Is
emblematic o the offerings of the
Wise Men Plum pudding Is essea-
tially an Emglish dish and does -not
seem to fHourish so well in other

countries.

past.

“Miidred,”
intellectual young mzan, “Emerson says

‘the only gift is a portion of thyself.’
My Christmas preseat to you is this
poem, and all I ask of you In return
is a lock of your hair.”—Chlcago Trib-

une.

The Lap of Penury.
Briggs—If you want to see misery.

you should pass a Christmas in the

‘slums

Griggs—That’'s nothing 1 once
passed & Christoras with some fellows
emupioved by Russell Sage —Town

Topics.

To Drown the Noise.
Tommy- But. pa, haw will Santa
Clans get down the chimney without
being heard?
Pa - Your big brother wiil hang up
soiue of his new socks. --Brooklyvn Life.

AN UNTIMELY FATE.

One good thing about most Christ-
- mas presents is thal they don‘t iast
mors than & day or two.—Chloago
Record- Herald.

from the ChYigifgn i=rhoo

whispered the paor but
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