- _WONDERFUL HEN IN MAINE.

Tays 251 Bgge in & Year and Flelds
. a Profit Dividend of 176
- Por Cent. .

- A!ler five years of carefnl breedln(
7 Jor egg pwoduction, regardieds of all
"¢ otber scoomplishments, Prof. George
" M. Otwell, agricultural sxpert al- the
- Unlversity of Malne, has succeeded In
. pbtaiming more than 40 hens that have
i yulded more than 300 eggs aplece In
. m year, and has produced one hen
““wrhich has laid 251 eggs within 13
: months, thus beating all previous re-
f»——«-—————A_¢——')uud records’ 1o egg yisld
A .' *This hen, reports the New York Bua,
. Wmown to the records as No. 817, is a
gesall Plymouth Rock of pure straln,
" though mot shaped acoordiag to the
- 3, standard type. Ske is pot only under
iipm—the size demanded fer perfect apeci-

Rg g — -

Yoend of The ures., dut m
ring Is imperfect and her neck Is teo
slim for 2er body.

. Ia spite of her defects, as viewed

. #rom the standpoist of the fancier, she

- 39 in sctual performanoe the most val-
" ‘mable heh in the world, being capable
under average Malne conditions of re-
Aursing te her owners & net profit of
=378 per cont. & yoar.

The figures, which have been passed
_‘mpom and approved by expert book-
;kumn. are deducted from counting

the avermge cost of food and subtract-
. ing the total expense of subsistence
" from the Ipcome derived from eges at

“%he sverage price pald in Maias, which

48 18 cents 3 dosen. ‘

..+ Prof. Gowell has devoted himeelf al-
. smost exclusively to breeding hens for

a' rpecific-purpose for the last fve
3 . yearn. Beginning with 1,000 hens di-

wided Into flocks of about 30 hens and
twoeoclereu tor & pes, he has omm-
plond rap asets and been able to get

- every

The first year the beat record was
- 230 eggs, laid by & Plymouth Hock pul-
- Jet. There were 11 other Plymouth
" Rock hens that exceeded 200 egxs
" sach the first year, though of the 500
7. White Wrandottes only three reached

* the 200-egy class.
- - The mext season the most prolifie
f fens lu their respective classes wers
SEE %’@lt in pens together, and eggs saved

Again the Plymouth Rocks outstripped

SBEEN AMONG THE BAHAMAS

. Wonders apd D-ntl- ‘of Nature ia
the Watsrs of the Coral
" Islands.

Very wonderful are the aights that
san be seed through the botiom of &
sucket if the bottom is of giass and the
sightaeer 8 looking over the side ot &
poat into the waters of the Bahamas
AD observer writes: To describe the
soloring of the waters of the Bahamas
would be to throw discredit upon the
writer. Nor could the indigoss, ultra-
marines, vivid emeralds, with intervals
sl amethyst hue, according to depth and
floor, be dome justice to save by an ex1pe~
ritinced painter. What, then, can be
written of sight revealed through the
bucket? Even in this little garden patch
grow purple fans and yellow feathers
n closters, gently waving o the ground

with lace coral, brain coral and fAnger .
toal; corals not as we usually see them,
dried and bleached, but llving specimens
tlothed by mature in soft velvet, with
sther life of great variety creeping and
iwimming among them—iong-spined
sea urchins, sea cucumbers, huge goaried
star-fiah apd fishes than which no but-
lerfly was ever more gorgeously ar-
rayed; fishes blue, green, yellow, red
and rainbow tinted, with elongated fins
wafted bither and thither {n barmoay
witk thelr surroundings io the subma-~
cine kaleidosoope.

“Let us ‘up buckets’ and set sall east-
ward among the islands of coral. For
here all is coral, and not all nice coral,
either; coral which you cannot even sit

‘fown on, and upon which & fall would be
harrowing to contemplate; coral which
aars the shoes off your feet ln two.days
and rasps ybur boat to splinters is trye
tag to land; treacherous, cruel and un-
deautiful coral is what appears abovs
the surface, ralsed in peaks and islands,
Intersected by caves of great dimene
slons, supported upon stalactite pillars
1nd carpeted with the old red cave dust,
High palms and fir trees adorn many is-
fands, others are bare; but all the great
beauty lies bneath the sea. There ara
no tarpon here. Most of the fishes of the
west coast bf Florida are either absent
or besutified out of recognlition. :

“Buddenly s flock of fiying fish will
:ake the air and, contrdry to all we are

rection, right, lett or upward, with a
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the Wyandottes in egg yield by great
- Mnajorities, so from that time on uatil
* the end no further attention wad pald
:to the Wyandotics.
© Having hatched male and f-nlt
chichkens from the eggs of his hens of
‘greater abllity to lsy eggs. Prof.
:jGowell mated the selected stock and
vuludfor results. At the end of the
5 fourth year he had produced 34 hens
that had lald more than 200 eggs sdch
_,,jnlnu' and sss hea that beat all

sgEs’ Again making his selection of
.~ breeding stock’ from the “most prolific

Jn bis peos, and mating the bhens to
“cockerels from the same strain, he at
Jast socured the most prolific in the

true NIgAHR,
- Fhe great blue bee will test the naher-
pan’s tackie to the extreme, while good
sport is ever at hand with the evil-
[awe¢ baracouta. The terror of the ses
sppeays to be & great serpent-like vel,
called the morsy. To quote local aue«
tho woe betide the man who even
the mouray to sight him. No use

1. ‘o-Tun; equally tutile to climb the mast;

sothinig will daunt the morsy whose
ire has obce been roused. He just drope
the man mtothcma.nd #®ars 2im o
shreds.” ,

ODD INDUSTRIES OF PARIS.

RS, S o

world, No. 617
In speaking of his Iladors, Prof.
‘Gowel]l says that the problem of de-
- weloping & Sock of hens that will be-
et chicks to maintaln or outstrip the
.- ancestral records is beset with many
B :»»diﬂlcumu. After reaching n certain
v g "flpolnt fn Iobreeding the physieal
< mtamina of the fowls degensrates, and
" jthe birds Me ftrom a too Istimate
‘mixture of allied bdloods.
_ ‘The hen kndWh as No. 41T is vigor-
-ou and apparently healthy She is
~mctive, beyond the usuai ocomduct of
tad bide fair to live for years.
h'a- her and two other hens, each
whichk has laid 244 eggs in a year,
" Prof. Gowell i saving for the hateh-

the limit ts going to be he-cannot tall.
"He hopes o arrive ot the hen which
will 1oy 300 egges in & year and yield
i net profit of 38 per cent., though he
- s not at a1 certnin that the fowls are
capable of soleg 80 much - without
'plnlu;l colfapes.

. It will take four & five years long-
-9 to decide the question either way.
- Meanwhile he thinks he has originsied
& breed of fowls that Maine farmers
and poultrymen can keep with an s
* surance of pro@it.

t

- . Mon Living in Nests.
- from the keat of Africa and the Aus-
- Aralpsian oontinent - tell wondertul

“ - hories ol oest huilding people who In-

hadit the wildd of those countries. The
. pushmen of Awstralia are perhaps the
‘Jowest order of men known. They are

' T so primftive that they do not know .

- soough to bulld even the simplest form,
- of hut for shelter. The mesrsst they

. twigs and gress, and, taking themw lato
s+ - . 8 thicket or fungle, build a nest for t;

“‘home. The west is uwsually built large

S e —
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tor is very oumstous then the follage
‘abore will form a natural covering, but

e ing s protection from storms.—Nature

. .Free Hlectrical Instruction.
- Without money and without price,
“Konigsburg, Prusis, s giviag electrical

=~ the electrical works n that city The
s ‘jectures are held two gyenings a week
“from 7:30 10 9:30, and are delivered by
potne expert engineer of loog, practical
expertance. Al the end of each course,
-* , which lasts about 12 weeks, examina-
e sl Abons are held. Thosg who succeed o
passing thess sxaminations are awarded

_pertificates —Chicago Tribune.

. Zlclt Him to It
- - " Longman—TYour friend Cunuingham
- . }8 & pretty smooth article isn't he?
B . . Bhortun—You bet he is. Why 1
wemt to his ofce to borrow five
. \bt!m Iaat wosk, and before [ could
hy -~ gwt away he Sad borrowed tes from
. me.~Cincianatli Evquiret.
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ing of still more proilific fowls. Waat .

Seversl travelers who have Teturned

Jean approach to It is to gather a lot of -

" there is mevsr any altempt at construct- .

i - imetruction lo all who are employed at-

__ Thetr Homes the Oddest
““‘““‘ ) On-otthohot.

4

'ﬂ"he rmuuur de nult is tha hum-
blest member of the ragpickers’ cor-
poraticn. He is generally & laboree
out of.work aad collects whatever -he
can find and judges salable, from s’
-cnpotpaperormorn.nsepeelwa
dilapidated stove, eays the Pall Mall
Gazette. Take old boots, for exampile.
However bad, they have a market val-
ue, for they always contain ih the la-
step oue wcound .piece that can serve
agaln, and generaily two or three more
at the heel and the back. ’

Old provision tins, agala, are tull of
money; the lead ‘soldering can be re-
moved and melted into cakes, while-
the tin goes to make children’s toys
Thers are about 6,000 of thls class of
night birds in Paris. -

Another quaint night bird. is  the
“guardian angel.” The “guardian afr
gel” is'a person attached to the estab.
lishments of some mastroqosts—iow
barkeepers and certain public houses,
for the purpose of looking after the
safety of drunken customers.. He ao-
- compaanies them to “their homes, de-

mot has to put-them to bed and leaves -
them only when they are without the
reach of mischief. He earns about 50
cents a day. Cases are also on record
where grateful drunkards have remem-
bered the “angel” in their wills To -
- return the compliment, the “‘angel’’ has
Invested some of his funds in the pur-

is but too odrious.

An important night bird is the mem=
bar of the guild des pattes moullless.
He deals in tobacco manufactured from
stumps of cigars and cigarettes picked
up in the street and holde assizes on
the Place Maubert by the statne of

| _Etienne Dolet, twice s week at threa

—1swell-of cryat#h water, Intermingled |

The Man Who Takes Drunkards to |

- feuds them lo~case of need, as often as -

chase of a barrow, the object of whtci

~

.
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WOODS TAKE PICTURES.

hvhl‘bl- Radistions Haveé Detected
That Act Upon Photo-

-

/ !nvisible radiations that act upon
the chemicals of a photagraphic plate
come from other sources than uranal-
um, radium; thorium and allled met-
als. They also emanate from certaln
vegetable products. Dr.  Willlam J.
Russell, an Englighman, recently de-
acribed before the Royal society in
London some surprising reaults whieh
he bad observed. Nearly ‘all woods
appesar to posseas this sirange proper-
ty. though some are more powsrful
than others. An exposure from balf
an hour to 18 hours is needed to pror
cure an tmpreasiom. The wood should
be in contact with the plate, or close
to it. The wood of cone-bearing trees
Ls especially active.

"A plcture shoWa by DE. Ruisetl was
derived from a cross section of &
branch of s Scotch fir, and showed
diatinctly the rings formed there by
the annual growth. The rsdiation
bere seems to come from that portion
which was added in the spring, and
the annual portion had apparently ut-
tle or no influence. The change has
been atiributed to hydrogen peroxide
emitted by the rosins in the wood,
and these exist in both parts. How-
ever, tt s suggested that perhaps it is
confined in the autumnal balf of the
ring in such a way that it cannot es~
cape. ’

Experiments with sprucei show that
radiation occurs from all parts of the
section alike. Hence rings are npot
well definedl. With the larch agsain
there 1s a reversal bf the behavior of
the fir. There is enough difference
between thé apring and sutumnsl
growths to an impression for
every v the Iatter, part is the
most effeciive.

1n addition W many woods.differeat
rosios and allied bodies can, when
used alone, be proved to be active,
some paturally much more so than.
others. Ordinary rosins, Burgundy
pitch. gum mastic, are active; aspbalt-
um, dragon’s blood much less so, but
true gums, such as gum senegal and
gum arablc, are entirely without ac-
tion on l\phommphic plate.

Several years ago Dr” Russell made

| _graphic Action had been observed in
printer's {nk, and that .
would sometimes exerciae it Accurate
coples of print could ‘thus' be ob-
tained, although a contact of several
days was sgmetimes necessary. At
that time It was suspected that it was
the rostns in the ink which produced
the effect. '
The moet novel of the reveiations
made by Dr. Russell in his recent lec-
ture was that wood has a :property
which has hitherto been cobserved
only in a'few minerals. [f exposed to

rays and afterward give them off,
though the rars {n question cannot be
seeri. The poculiarlty is ml.nuesud in

. grapnic Plates. ,

strong light it will absorb some of the .

~—l
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"REF“RESHMENT
Spnci- of C«tn from Which the In-

Their Thirst. . |

A lt.nnn} left slone fn the desert
would dis of Lhirst, and yet there i»

to ind it. 'This watér is stored by planis,

volrs for thelr own purposes, but which
yield®uip, whea required, for tha use of
the animal! worid. The exteat Of the
root systéem in desari planis, by means
of which they absorb their water from

Mobave deeert of California abranchiag
eactus 19 inches in height was found to
have a network of roots extending over
an area of ground abeut 18 feet in diam-
ster. The roots lay near the surface at
a depth-of from two to four inches, asit-

wantage of a .single downpour knd to
suck up a supply of water sufficlent, if
need be, for a whole year's use. Bome
desert animals go without -drink for
months at & time, deriving all thelr
molsture from the watery tissues of
plants, says & writer in the Annual Re-
port of .the BSmithsonian [nstitution.
The rainfall of the desert of SBonora is
so small and so Irregular that periods of
prolonged drought occur, during which

watiesr stored in cactuses.

The juice of cerinln species is swest
and palatable. These are called the bis-
nags. The writer found an opportunity
to observe the extraction of water from
1 bisnaga according to ihe primitive

Upon request s Papago [adian guide,
of the state of Sonora, Mexjco, exhibited
the operation. The plant was about
three and a Rhalf feet high and 3¢ inches
in diameter. [ts top was first sticed»f,
exposing & white {anterlor. The gyide
then cul a stake and proceeded to mash
the white fiesh of the cactus into a pulp.
L As the churning progressed, 8 bow! was
formed Inthetopofthe cactus. and when
a suitable quantity of pulp had beean
accumulated (n ft. the 1ndian, raking
this up handful by handful, squeezed the
water ifto a -bowl, throwing the reject-
ed pulp on the ground. The natives use
the cactus water, lf need be, for mmu
bresd.

fluted character of its surface. Betweer
N i [

- tended with water from the absorption
following a heary rain and other times
when its Interior tissues are shrunken
after a proionged drought, the plant, If
ordinarily constructed, woulé be liabls
to injury.by cracking. What formi could
be more admdrably suited to accommo-
date the bisnaga than the Huting of its
surface, each rid becoming thick by-the
abeorption of water and thin by 1ts

- loas? -

BRITISH 'councu. POLITICS.

Partisanship Exists in City Bodies in
ln‘hnd the Same as in the
__United Btates.

A plece of dlack paper or tinfoil is
laid on a bit of pine board, 8o as to
cover only half of the latter. and the
whole s then exposed to the light. A
photogrtphlc plate having been after-
ward applied to the wood, the portion
which was flluminated acts more .pow-
‘erfully than the rest. “[t is credible,
of course, that instead of a true radia-
tion being lnvolved & chemical change
- {8 effected in the wood or some in-
gredient thereof, but the phenom‘enon
ta not the leas myiterious.

Dr. Russéll points our that the in-
crease in activity is not uniform in
consequence of the illumination, but
that those parts that are already act-
ing and which would reveal the tex-
ture of the wood act more strongly.
Bodiu {ike sugar, starch and’ flour,
which contain neither resin nor allied
substances, do not behave in this man-~
ner. .

3

- Interest in the Flamingo.
“There are larger . birds
flamingo, and birds with more bril-
liant plumage, but no other large bird
is so brilliantly colored, and no other
brightly colored bird is so large. In

- pagch thelr maximum - development in
this remarkable bird, while the opén
nature of s haunts and 1its gregari-
eusness seehn specially designed to dis
. play its marked chumterintics of form
snd color to the most striking advan-
tage. © When to these- more superfl-
clal attractions is added the fact that
little or pothing is known of the nest-
4ng habits of tbis singular bird, one
may, in, a measure at least, realise the
intense longing of the naturalist, not
only te beliold a famingo city-—with-

{ out guestion the most striking sight

in the bird world—but at the same

flamingo’s home 1ife has been but dim-

& m.; on these days the squars Is

- caled the “market of wet paws.” The
industry s quits remunerative, on &
modest scale, of course, and would be
evel more so were it not for the gov-
srnment, who stepped in with charac
tertstlc greed and on the grounds of-
monopoly it holds proceeded to tax
the tobacen collected with go much.
palnstaking care.

~ Cruel Horsefly. .
The horsefly is the most cruel and
blopdthirsty of the entire famlily. - He
s armed with & most’ tormidable
weapon, which consists of four lane
- cets, so sharp and sfrong thst thewy
will penetrate leather. He makes his
appearance in June. The female I8
armed with six lancets, with which
she bleods both cattle and horses, and
even human beings.—Colman’s Rurad
World. '

_ Would Swallow It
Many are willing to lose this world

. by swallowing it.—Chicage Tribuae

than the »

biief, slze and beauty of plume united

time, to lift the vel! throngh which the -

- Americans have cultivaled the bellef
that partisan politics in the council ls
inconsistent with good xovernment and
yet British council politicians are pot
80 innocént of partisan lendencies ad
we are taught to believe says s writer
in the World To-Dday. In the first
place nearly every member of a Britleh
oouncil ie nominated by the ward caucus
of the national party to which be be-
longs.

Hammersmith, in London with &
population of 100,000, may illustrate
such organitations, tor Lhere the Con~
gervative club, which elects and claims
members -of the borough and county.
counciis, as well as parllament,-hns a
complete borough organization with an
-executive committee of 60 members, a
like ward ofganization in each of its 11
wards, fixed places of meeling and &
regular printed year-book. Like or-

1. ganizations exist throughout the cities.

The civil service Is ot entirely tree
from partisan cooncil icfluence. [t is
. affirmed by many, thotugh denied bY

the great conservative leader, sald: *1
want it underatood that the way Lo pre-
ferment” in Liverpool ie through the
oooeervative party.” Councilor A, T.
Salvidge, a former mssoctate of Bir Ar-
thur, an able and experienced councilor
and a great lnbor leader, is in fact & bosse.
He keeps the labor element in the con-
servative party and thus keeps the oon'
servative party in power. :

“How-do you manage to leut the
workingmen?' I asked him.

“By advocating what ig best for thelr
toterest.”

“Bat you must munonu the work-
ors in some way?” _

*“They call. me & boes, but [ never gave

for potitical support.”
Thefts in Waomen’s Clubs. (

IN DESERT.

“dians Obtain Water fo'Queséh

which have built and fllied their reser-

the sot!, is astonishingly great. In the’

F—untton “which enables them to take ad=--

sprocess aund by one of the aborigines..

some, that the late Sir Arthur Forwoed, ,

or promized monay or place to anyone

‘water in all deserts, and both the cative - |
races and the pative animals know how, .

the native tribes ta' e advantage of the.

1

JT u‘lss IN oAquHT.'

'nt Cavern Bottles Are .l.bl.
Mave About In Pitch-
-Dark Eony

S R B

The cavern bestle was first discov-

© ered 70 years ago in aD Ausirian cave,

the grotto of Adelsberg. One speci-

men only was caught and, though itm

discoverer offered a prize of $25 for

another, it was 14 years before & sec-
ond was found.

The cavern beetle has a Mttle round
body, long legs and absolutely no eyes.
Brought out of its gloomy haunts iato

_ the Hght of the sun, it dles lmout im-

" mediately. Yot in its pitch-dark home,
far beoeath the surface of the earth,
f{t moves with as great rapidity aud
certalnty aa any of Its eyed relatlves
on the upper soil. ,

To make up for ils lark of sight 1L

is provided with antenpae of extraor-
dinary length and @&ICACY. By means
of these it feels its way over the rough
surface of the stone and hunts ita prey
—other -smaller blind (osects—with
rapidity and absolute certainty.
. The cavern beetle has its ensmies.
The blothrus (a specimen of scorpion)
and the great eysiess apirit hunt it re-
morseieasly. Prince Khevenhuliler,
who thoroughly explorad these caves
some yoars ago, describes It as & most
extraordinary sight to watch by the
light of & candie a scorpion, absolutely
oveless, huanting a beetle, eoqually
biind, along the cavern wall Although
the beetle was several feet in front of
the scorplon and divided from it by &
fissure in the rock, yet- the scorplom
tracked it with absolute - and almost
appalling certaiaty.

The spider found in these caves Is
of & lovely ilvory white and Is abls,
Hke other insects which “inhablt the

. same subterranean depths, to ‘run
rapidly and find its way wilh as pos-
{tive cortainty as If it had eyes and
light to use them. Llie seversl of Lhe
others, It, too, pertshes il taken put

_ of the cave. Sunlight ssems to wither .
snd shrivel up these dnsecis. just a-
1f they had been placed io front of &
hot fire.

Yet, io spite of Lhis fact, It is known ~
that- the blind cave creatures ars de-
scended from. others which otiginally
lived in the light of day.

An ordinary proof of this 1y that,

3
to.
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L A-moteblefeaturei-thebisnageis-the——
thoegh DO hlnient‘ﬁmmr—'-

o betweoen day and darkness o
the depths they live In, yel it has been |

ascertained heyoad shadow of doubt
that those whose anvesinrs were noc-

T

“THE ULND OP EAR I'HGUAKES

Abaut lourueu Hundrod Shosks -
. Shsks Up Japss Dach Tear -

S ‘—The Resord. , |

According to & treatise by Baroa
Dalroku Kikuchl, which Las receatly
‘Deen—published for private clrrulation,
Japan has soouslfy about 1,400 earth-
quake shocks, which leave & record o
obsersalions where aultable sapparatos
Is employed. Of Lhese perhaps DOL MOTS
than §0 are generally notjced. fndeedq,
a sttl] smalier number are sttended with
serious harm. Sipee 1875—nedrly 30
years ago—only L bave occurred. which
csused a loss of Iife of dld much du-
age to property.

In October, 1891, rook punp the ned
Nuno-Owarl earthyuske, ko which T.008 -
people were killed over 17,000 injured
and peariy 20,000 bulldings destroyed.
tn 1875 the imperial government com-
menced tha aystematic obssryhlion of
earthquakes. Of the 233 largs shocks

" recorged aince ihe earliesl Limes, 4T

had their origin i the Pacific. 17 In the

Japan eea, 2 ib the Jnlnnd wea, 114 Inlmd

and 43 are abscure. K
Baron Kikurhl belleves that "the dis-

tribution of the earthgquake origine In

Japan seema to have g close connaction

with the curvilinear form of the ooud-  °

try. They are arrapged approximately

ia two systems, which are resapectively ¢

parallet and oormal-te the arc formed

by the Japamese islands.” Almost all

recent earthquakes i Japan, extending

over a large area, seem to be “teclonle™

—1. e, dueto mountals formjng agencies

—while in earthguakes accompanying

volcanic eruptions the shaking is cos-~ .

fined to & comparstively sma area. .
The imperial eart’ quake commission,

.

. which was founded tm 1392, has been

watching with special care magoétie
disturbances In connectior with earth-
quakes, and has found Lhst such dis-
turbances usually attend ot precede
sarthquakes. Contlauous magnetic ob-
servations are. now being made in five
different places distributed owsr Yapan
as evenly as oimmsuau‘ will aliow,

fed

* As Baron Kikuchi remsrka, “this {n- -
-rostigation Is one of the few qem al

present available for diagnozing the

© siale of undcrgfound ftress. and il is 4

promiring ons.” ‘
Other Investigations have beet, under. « .

taken to determine the relation of earth- -

4 [ 33 1

atints of gravity Lre al-o heiig made

“obtaining more koowledge of the iIn-

teroal struéturs of the land ;

turnal i{n their habits s (.
move about during those hours when
the surface of the earth fa ln dark-
pess.

° Numbers of different kinds of fish
are known w live in the globmy rivers
and lakes which exist in all larswe
cAves. -

At San Marcos, Tex boﬂnn were
recently made to provide s water sup-
ply for some new fish hatcheries.” At
. & depth of 188 feet & great siream of

water -was- siruck, which shot wup at
the rate of 1,200 gallons & minute.
With it came _thousands of tiry.

p—-y

COTTON FIELD SINGERS.

‘Negross Do Best Work When It ks

o Accompanied by Their o
Voeal Malody. -~

“The champion regro colion . picker
of Texas. who can puii § bale of cotton
from the bou- fn two days, must te s ;
good singer,” said & man who spent bis
early Hfe on the farm, 0 the New Or- -
Jeans Times Democrat, “else he could |
pot pick that much cotton in soshorte v
Ume. ' -

shrimp-ilke creatures, and also »
iarge number of curious lit'le, pale-
colored- reptiles, provided with loB%
tails and each harving four legs. These
liny monsters were absolutely eyeless.
The oaly trace that they ever pos-
sessed such organs are two little black
spots abave the nostrils
A simllar creature kpown as the olm
iphabits the rivers (o the Austrian
caves already mentioned In the
depths of the Planina cave nearly a
mile and a half from (be entrunde, the
olm {& most abundant. The waters
are fairly alive with them. and when
- some years ago the Archdoke Ferdi-
nand paid a visit to thls cave & net
was let down and a number of the Jit-
tie reptiles caught for his benelit.—
Chicago Chronlcle. ’

"They were spending & short time n
the country, and men were few. The
little, stout, middle-aged man ceemed
to be the life of the hotel. He . was’
everywhere, attending to everything. He
had a smile and.a joke for everybody,
and hsd been particularly devoted to the
young girl from Londoa.

*1 hate gloomy men.” sde sud |
like to see men bright and jellw and
cheerful, like you. [ think & man's
business creeps into his manner to a
certaln extent, don't you?"”’ . B

“Um—weil, [ don’t know,” he satd
“It may, but you oan’t slways tell”’

"1 can,” she sald, cheerfully. “At leas?,
[ can generally come pretty ‘close to 8.
Now, you take that funereal, solemn-
looking man that we see on the veranda
avery night. He looks and acls as If
be had lost his last friend and never

.. A JUDGE OF. MEN. *
But the Dilscerning Gifl Missed |
It in Two Cases at

) Least.

‘aver the row $ou may know thereby that

‘hard. as a matter of fact, an the silent .

‘and so be accomplitshes more in the end

trict says his best day's work this year
was 844 pounds. Thal's pereliy goed
cotlon picking. 1 dare say he sungafew -
lines whiie he wai reaching for thais
record. No pegro van pick cotton with--
out singing. Whenever you sed & DEErO
pulling” &is sack up and down cotton
rows in Blence you ~an bet he [s not
doing much pileking He may get out
of the Beld %12 175 ur maybs 200 pounds,
but he wiil not set the world on fire s a
picker of the s1aple. .
"Sing'ng is & par: of the game, and
when you flud & pecro who beglos to
s.og aad holler 3s soon as he benda

o

e

e g

you have a gooud band. The negroas &
rule works by music. Im no other lins

of activity ie the fac! 80 noticeable as in

ihe rolton patch. e

“Here fs where Lhe pegro must sing
if he would meet wilh any satisiactory
measure of success. It is »o loud.. dis- -
cordant howling, either. ¢ :

“[1 I8 music, the [Ike of which youcan-, -
nol hear at any other place, or under
any other circumstances, a low, soft
hum, delicately intoned, rhythmic, mel:
low, soothing. and all the ‘while the
pegro’'s body swings to and fro over the
cotton row as with his timble fingers be ‘
puils the long white locks frome the boll.

“I have kmown a great many cotton -
planters who woyld wmot hire a negro .
cotton picker uniess be was satisfied
that the negro samg as he worked 1t
is a curious thinmg that pickers of this
type have more time for the Aumorous
bantering aid jawing s0 common Among
this class than the men who 'ort in
ailence.

“The singing vegro does not werk as' |

negro. This is becmuse he works more
rapidly.. The song he sings eeems ta
make the-machinery run more zmocthly,

than the quicl fellow, and has some (imee -4

Ty seen.=—Cantuwy.

French . Increase Slowly. .
The French iiinister of commerce ka8
received an official report of the Jast
census of France, begun In 19017 It
ghows the bopulation to be 38,961.545,
or a galn of only 444613 in ten yeara.
Comparative tables disclose that there
s no other European country in which
the population increases so slowly.
- The percentage of increase in Germany,

Qreat Britain and Russia Is almost a
third greater thn.n in France for the

same p

How They Looked at It
~*Ivs a glorious day!” exclalmed the
minister, walking home with the colonel
after meeting. ‘‘You can almost hear the
rustie of angel wings in the sllvery cun-
light" '

“You're right,” sald the colonel "I
oan almost fancy myself seated in a gar-
den green with mint—eipping a fine
julep, with & ‘nigger’ on each side o’ me,
fanning the mu oll!"—Atlanta Consti-
tatlion.

“Kleptomania” - is becoming &
source of great annoyance at the so
cial functions of the women's clabs In
New York city. For the last twe
winters women who frequent these
gatherings have suffered loss, and now
scarcely an entertalnment of such a

. character takes pilace that seme arti-
cle of value is not missing. Jeweled
batpins, purses and chatelalne bage
have been purloined. At the recent
breakfas? of the. Women’s Republican
association, -at lmonico’'s, a sable
muff was lost, and at the federation
meeting at the Hotel Astor an expen-
sive feather boa was taken. The wom-
en are thinking of having a detective
to protect them.

: Peminine Charity. .
Mrs. Homar—80 you saw Mrs. Nelgh-
bor’s new tea gown, did you? What do
you think of is?
Mrs. Caller—It is quite etyllah~—but
dom't you think fhe colors rather weak?
“Yes; but they match her tes vary
aicely.”—Cincinnat Enquirer,

expected to have another’ Heé Is soii-
ber in his dreseing, toe. His manner
shows bow seriously he looks at life,
and {f an observing person can’t tell
- exactly what his business g, she ought
ot be able to get near it, anyway.”
“*“What should you think be wag?”
“An undertaker, or a tombslone man~
ufacturer. or & lawyer, or possibly a
aeavy tragedlap.”
“Well, he isp't any one of them.”
*“Do you know him? What is he?”
she asked, eagerly.
*“He is a prafessional humaoriat.”
*“Dear me, baw surpriging' Now [
should bave thought that might have
been your business, but certainly not his.
What is your business?” )
“Oh, 1 am an undertakar.” e

3
'

. -+~ 'Tres Coal Bin.

- In the churchyard of & Weleh v!ilage
there are four large yew trees, and a
holbow In ome of them, which ia pro-
tocted by a door, ds used for storing cosl
needed -to heat the church duﬂnx the

winter montha, -
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for the foolish tall of the cot ch
benides” i ‘LOW 4
, .
- Intolerabls Prowocation, IS
“f adniit that 1 hit the plaintift,” sald
Subbubs, “and I'd do il again I(—"
*Come! Come!” Interrupted -Lhe
magistrate, "don’t talk that way ™
“Judge, T was down {n my cellar Jast
wight, Ltrylng to coax the furnace to give
out some heat. In the midst of my work 1
the bell rang and 1 had to amswer it.
When [ opened the door this man
atepped in and tried to eell me a patent
fire gxtinguisher!”—Philadelphis Press.

Life on African Railway.

TThera 13 no lack of excitemhent alomE
the line of the Usanda (East Africa) |
railway. Al Nalrobi, one of the peinci<

pal stations, the postmaster found g Lok

on his ffont sloop one morning; several
natives and more than one whits officer
alovg the road have been eaten &y lioms;

on obe ooccasion an engine coud hardly 1
make its way through miles of locusta

on the track. )
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