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FANATICISM AND CRIME.

Dreadful Religious Rites of Cerul-“
Euaropean Secta—~Human Lives
3 Saerificed.

" The results of an analysis of & 's
ties of legal actions involving prose-
cution for crime supposably committed:
under the spell of fanatical religious'
liefs serve to illustrate this point.
us the Convulsionists, a sect exist~
1ng in Paris about 1760, were wont to;
erucify members of thelr order, in,
ulation of the crucifixion of Jeaus,:
the belief that the souls of the sur-
viving members would be saved by the
sacrifice of their fellows. In 1817 the,
“Paschelians,” an Austrian sect, mur-
ered a man, his wife and their daugh~
:tr, under the delusion that the trio,
who refused to go with the fanatics,
were possessed of the devil, On the fol-
Jowing day they crucified one of their.
pwn number, a girl of 18 years, who
bad offered herself for the death, in
{mitation of the death of Jesus, in or-
er to save the souls of her fellow-be-
ers. In 1823 the leader of a Pietis-
Ue circle in Switzerland, after having
dispatched her sister, who gave her
tife as a means of saving the souls of
er relatives, was crucified by her fol
owers at her own command, in order
that she might dle, rise again after
three days, and restore to life the sis-
fer wheti she had slain. In 1865 two
mothers, adherents of the “Iloly Men,”
glew their sick children, believing them
to be victims of demoniacal possession.
In 1875 a Hungarian miller, belonging
to the ““Nazarenes,” killed his son as
an offering for his own sins, after the
fashion of Abraham. In 1870, in Ir-
kutsch, Russia, one of the “Schismat~
Yes” convinced himselt by prayer and
fasting and much Seripture reading
that to save his soul he must be crucl-
Bed. Accordingly he attempted self-
erucifixion, and succeeded so far as tha
eircumstances of the case would pera
mit. In 1630, in the government of
Parem, Russia, 8 peasant killed his
child as an offering for sin, and burled
the body in an ant hill,

Likewise, in the government of Viad«
Imir, another peasant killed both of his
children in due Abrahamic form, and
while the babies bled under the fa~
Lher's knife the devout mother cele~
Ybrated the servies by reading alond se-
fected portions of the twenty-second
chapter of Gepesis. In 1854, in the
government of Tamboff, Russia, a peas~
ant, convinced that to save his soul g
man must have a 8in torepent of, killed
@ nelghbor with an ax in order t\o sate

fy this highly imperative condition.

It 1s a part of the creed of the **Wan«
@erers,” a Russlan sect, that Antichrist
gules in high places there, and that, ac-
bordingly, good men must have naught
%o do with governmental affairs of any
sort, continues this writer in the Amer-
fcan Journal of Sociclogy. In conform~
Ity with this belief a man murdered,
dn various ingenfous ways, 235 men,
women and chiidren, iscluding his own
wife and babies, in order to free them
from the danger of losing their souls
by suftering the contaminating contaet
of the government census taker. This
occurred in 1397, The “Deniers,” ane
other quite interesting Russian sect,
believe that evil taints all earthly good,
end that the only escape is death. Im
1825 60 of these men, strong in the faith,
after having murdered their wives and
children, permitted themselves to be
‘put to death, one by one, by their lead-
er. The “Scourgers,” who also form
& widespread and Influential sect in
Russia, in obedience to the behests of
their “saviors,” are in the habit of
Indulging in human sacrifice, canni
balistic feasts, erotic dances and other
lewd procedures, as an extremely ef-
ficacious method of keeping the hand
of evil from off their immortal souls.—
8t. Louis Republic.

IN SANTO DOMINGQ.

Primitive State in Which the Feons
Live amd Thelir Princi-~
pal Fare,

The homes of the peons are very

rimitive, merely huts built of palm

ards split into strips about two and
one-half inches In width, and fastened
with vines to four posts some 20 feet
apart. The ground serves for a floor,
while the roof is made of a network of
poles, forming a peak in the center and
covered with several layers of palm
leaves, fastened down with ropelike
strips of the same palm leat. Back of
these huts they usually build a small
whed, where the cooking is done over
little iron pots in which they burn
charcoal. This pot is about as large
a3 a good-sized washbasin, and has g
hole in the bottom for draught. The
bouses are furnished with a rough
board set upon sticks for a table, one
or two small native chairs, and a cot
xcovered with cowhide, Here the peon
Jdives with his wife and more or less
maked children huddled together with
his pigs, dogs and gamecocks.

The vative’s one staple dish is known
&8 sancoche, a stew of rice, beans, cas-
‘®ava, manioc, pork, plantain, chicken
@and other convenient Ingredients,
With' this and a joInt of sugarcane he
Inakes his diuner and dessert. Any
morning in the market place one may
mee him looking over heaps of sugar-
‘tane and selecting from them such
mticks as his judgment dictates. If he
hhas a trip to make, he does not bother
with a lunch basket, but takes two or
Rhree joints of sugarcane. Having
@tripped the cane, he chews the pith and
mourishes himself with the julees there-
#rom.—International Magazine.

) Weleome Visiter, e
: “Let me help you to keep the wolf
ierom the door?” said the warm-hearted
ger, as he shook the snow from
ihis arctic cap.
~ “For the love of goodness, don’t!™
{yoared the semi-famished gold seeker,
“Why, if a wolf nosed aroun’ my door,
fPa jugt drop him with a bullet Then
Ahar'd be fresh meat fer two weeks.”—
Chicago Evening News.
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" HAVANA'’S POLITE POLICE.

Native Guardians of the Peace Are
. Now Respected tn the
Cuban City. .

Havana policemen have turned out
to be not half-bad chaps. For a time
the success of a mnative police force
looked a little dubions. There was a
lack of stamira—backbone, it might
better be called—combined with an ex-
gitability which looked ill for the fu-
ture of Havana’s blue-coated guardians
of the peace. But both the people and
the officers of the law have learned a

00d deal through the experfence of
fhe year just past and a mutual respect
has begun to grow up. This has Been
wisely fostered by the American au-
thorities sometimes with such meas-
tires that {ndividuals appeared to suf-
fer the gravest injustice. In the end,
however, was the great purpose of
teaching the people, Americans, Cubans
and Spaniards alike, that the repre-
';enta.tives of the municipality must be
‘respected because back of them was the
law,

This was o difficult Jesson for many
‘Americans to learn. To speak honestly
the rank and file of American repre-
gentatives here are not of the kind
which is meek and lowly in apirit. They
are the sovereign rulers of a great re-
public. They are deep-chested, long-~
legged and big-muscled. They have a
tendency to loock upon those who are
bot like themselves physically with
gontempt, especially if the Inferior ones
bappen not to understand the English

Jlanguage. This was especially true of

the soldiers who were discharged from
the army in large numbers during tha
early part of last year. In their own
pountry these fellows would probably
ehave a8 well as the next man, no
goubt somewhat influenced by the 180-
und policeman who hung out around
the corner, But down here there were
Jo such policemen. Instead there wasa
Adapper little chap with a hollow chest
and e dark skin whose augtomy offered
An irresistible target fof fust one
punch, The temptation find oyt
ahat would become of him if you langd-
#d “one good one” was often too-thuch
dor the scrappily inclined and when
‘Havana's “finest” first turned out to
keep order they really inoited disorder
among this grade of men, who too often
d their natures heated to the fighting
pitch by liquor.
The consequence of all this was that
p lot of policemen were thoroughly
auauled.  Their beautiful tasselled
rlubs were often taken away from
them by the riotous Americans, one ot
whom could comfortably handle two or
three policemen in a stand-up fight. So
1t came about the excitable Cuban, re-
alizing the bhopelessness of using bis
<tub, got to pulling his revolver at the
slightest squall. Things got so bad that
several drurken soldiers were killed
and the heartiest hatred grew up be-
4ween the two forces.
Here Is where the American authori-
ties showed thelir good sense. They

‘backed up the policemen {n every posai-

'ble case. Riotous soldiers were “guard-
‘housed” mercllessly and turbulent
,American citizens who started out to
**do the dago cops”™ were handsomely
done when they got into the police
<ourt presided over by Maj Willlam F.
Pitcher, ot the Fighth fnfantry, who
‘bears the title of supervisor of the po-
flice. Tlis was the work of putting stit-
fening in the backbone of the police-
:men and teaching the publle, regard-
‘less of natfonality, that the guardians
w! the peace must be respected.

The Cuban, as well as the American,
;had a lot to learn. Like the Irish, he i
;paturally “agin the government,” be-
cause for centuries the government has

en a foreign and oppressing power
‘and he can't realize in a minute that
ithese policemen are his servants. Bo
.on occasions the natives clashed with
‘the coppers and for the doing of it were
hauled up with 80 round a turn that
,Pitcher became a bug-a-boo with which
#o frighten babies. “Ten dollars or ten
«days” slips from his lips so often that
o stage caricature of him is complete
‘without the coustant repetition of this
Jphrase.

As rup to-day under the chiefehip of
iRatael de Cardenas and the supervisor-
#hip of Maj. Pitcher, the Havana police
;force is really a fine organization. It
fhas its faults, but the discipline i
,800d, itsa members have learned self-re-
JAtraint and courage has come with the
rknowvledge that they will be strongly
pupported when they have acted rigid-
ily. Above all else the Cuban police-
joan is polite. He can give American
officers of the law lessons in this re-
spect which the latter would do well to
‘learn. Even when under great excite-
jment this national characteristic of
:courtesy {s dominant and oceasionally
In a ridiculous way. One night when
Ahere was a row at the cafe of the Hotel
Inglaterra and some shots’ had Been
fired, an excited mounted policeman
.tprang from his horse with drawn re-

" ‘volver. Rushing up to the swaying
jerowd which was dancing around in a
‘panicky way, the policeman pushed his
‘weapon under the noses of those in
front and began pushing men back.

“Hage me el favor!” (Do me the fa-
‘vor), he kept shouting, waving his arms
‘violently. “Cabelieros, hage me el fa-
vor!”

Imagine a Xew York policeman try-
Ang to disperse a crowd with a gun and
r“gentlemen, do me the favor.” It's not
,in the blood. A clubanda bunch of
;oaths would be much more likely., A
irolieemt;m who is always paolite certain-
)1 has Lia merits even though he be a
Httle week-kneed and hollow-chested
jsnd sawed-off. Probably when we get
New York policemen who are always
ipolite and Havana pelicemen who are
«all big and brave and strong the world
will have reached that stage when a po-

‘lce force will be a superfluity—N. Y
:Bun.

: ‘Painful Experience.

! To marry for money and miss It Ia
iless painful than to marry for love
and miss {t.—Chicago Daily News,
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MOST LEARNED STATE.

IMinois Bears That Proud Distince
tion, Although Her Population
i Is Not the Largest.

" Which is the best educated state in
the union?

Don’t answer off hand. Take &
little time to think it over, Your
£rst and most natural guess would be
Massachusetts, wouldn't it—the proud

etry, music and art, the Hub of the
universe, the locality of Emerson, the
apex of culture and the home qf the
gentlemen most noted for thelr sci-
ence in literature and fistics,

* Well, you're wrong. Massachusetts
ian*t among the first six states which
"atand for the higher education. Now,
%1y again. Which etate gathers within
in its borders the most stiudents? Not
the greatest number of children en-
gaged in puzzling out the mysteries
of the three “R’s,” but the commone-
‘wealth boasting the largest total of
attendants at the universities and col-
deges, where the most advanced ideas
are handed down by learned profes-
sors and grave and reverend seig-
Xeurs,

Illinois it {s. Yes; Illinois, the roll-
ing, the loud of voice and of clothes.
qlinols, the place where the Chicago
river flows. Didn’t associate Chicago
‘with the Higher education, did you?
Didn't give the city and the rest of
the state credit for teaching the great-
€st fumber of young men and young
~women the gﬁnciples of advance-
ment, did you? Looked on the coun-
iry as a place where they raised pork
and anarchists and railway riots,
where the men ate with thelr knives
and the women talked with more re-
gard to twang than grammar. Listen
p—Illinois leads the Uunited States in
lecrning. There are 13,737 students
enrolled in the various colleges and
universities of the Sucker state. And,
xemember, Illinols {sn’t the first rtats
3o point of population in the union
%Jcew York has more people within its

yndaries. So has Pennsylvanla.

New York comes second. We're

" pretty learned here in tﬁze east. Our
record s not far behind that of Illi-
mols. The figures ave 13,007. And
after ug comes another eastern state
—Pennslyvania. The Keystone insti-
tutions hold 11,396 persons who are
belng famillarized with the higher
forms. Ohio is close up. Ier rec-
ord for students of this class is 11.239,
And then comee a point for our south-
ern friends. Tennessece stands Afth
They run to learning down in Dixle.
Tennessee has 7,139 students to her
eredit.  Missourl s sixth. with a
showing of 6,513,

8o much for the higher education.
Now try the same question as applied
to the common schools. There does
‘the greatest percentage of enrolled
scholars obtain? You might as well
save yourself the trouble of guessing.
You would hardly pick it out in a
<dczen trials. Kansas! Bleeding Kan-
sas! Considered with regard to its
'\otal population, the eprollment in
XKansas is really remarkable The per-
‘centage is 27.87, and the figures show-
ing the number of scholars of the pub-
He {nstitutions are 370,240,

Tha west is away ahead of the east
in this proposition of public school-
ing.  Following Kansas comes tWest
Virginia, where the number of en-
rolled acholars is £36,188, which ia 2727
{er oent. of the population. And

“tah, which we are burling stones at
—Utah, which we eonsider lost to sav-
ing grace and lote of other usafal

ngs—Utah Jooks after the schoojs
ing of Hs young., The figures show
'that there are 70,878 scholars, a per-
<entage of 235.75. And then comes
Jowa, with a percentage of 2613, and
-again Tennessece, where 25.66 per cent.
‘of the population are enrolled schole
-ars. Mississippt is sixth, with a pen
-centage of 25.23 to har credit. Massa-
<husetts has a percentage aof only
'18.93, and New York isn't much ahead
of the Day state, for {ts figures are
'17.56.  Verily, there i{s more common
18chool education in the weet apd the
'south than was dreamed of {n the
eastern philosophy.—N. Y. Herald.

A Perilaus Site.

The town built on a volaano is that of
;Bottom, on the Dutch island of Saba, in
‘the Lesser Antilles, only a short sail
from Porto Rico. Tba lsland js five

but the conical top of an extinct vol-
‘¢ano rising sharply 2,800 feet above the
fovel of the sea. About 600 feet up the
steep slope of this mountaln top ls a
br in the wall of rock. It{s wherea
-erater was once formed in the side ot
‘the mountain and the only important
gettlement on the island stands on the
floor of this anclent crater. Visitors to
the {sland land In a rocky cove and as-
cend the precipitous path consisting of
stepa cut In the rock, whiah the natives
appropriately named “The Ladder.”
Nearly 200 little houses adorn the
rounded bottom of this crater, and, ow«
ing to the position of the town, jt s
known as Bottom Village. The site of
the pretty white houses amid the ver-
dure of the crater floor, with the moun-
‘taln mass towering high behind them,
ix extremely unique and pleasing. Ev-
erything that the people of Bottom
possess has to be carrias up this height
-on their heads. Much prastlca has made
‘the natives expert §n this buslness, and
'100 pounds is not an unusyat load, and
‘seems hardly to impede the advance of
‘the carrier up the lon
iOver £,000 people, mostly Dutch, ltve in
'the settlement. Seafaring and boat-
'bullding are their occupations. They
'draw up the timber for the boate with
‘ropes, and then lower ths boate down
‘the mountain-side.—~Woman's Home
‘Companlon.

: Bonus Needed.
L “Bridget, you've broken as mueh
‘china this month as your wages amount
to. Now, how cen you prevent this oc-
curring again?”

“I don't know, mum, unless yea raise
me wages.””—Baltimore Sua.
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AN'S RING.

Some Vicissitudes th Its History--It
Is Really Wofn by the
Popd.
—_—
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L’ABEILLE DE LA NOUVELLE-ORLEANS

be fired at any

TOM THUMB AND THE QUEEN.

Yhe Dimimutive General Tried to
Back Qut of Her Presence,
Dat Failed.

‘The American minister, Hon. Edward
Everett, was very kind to his country-
men, ard it was at his house that Mr.
Barnum' met a certain Mr. Murray,
master of the queen's household, savs
Bt. Nicholas. Oun the day following one
of the queen's life guards appeared bhe-
fore Mr. Barnum with a note contain-
fng an invitation from the queen to
Gen. Tom Thumb and his guardian, Mr.
Barnum, to appear at Buckingham pal-
ace on a epecified evening.

In retiring from the royel presence,
Mr. Barnum attempted to fallow the
example set by the lord in waiting by
backing out. The gallery was of great
length, and the gentlemen witl long
strides made rapid progress; but Tom
Thumb's short legs left him far behird
—or before. Seeing that he was losing
ground, he turned and ran a few steps,
then resumed the process of “backing.”
Again losing ground, he repeated tha
performance, to the great 2inusement
ot the royal spectators. The queen
soon sent another summons, ard the
general, with his guardian, mace a sec-
ond visit to the palace, being received
in the yellow drawirg room.

A third visit was econ paid to Duck-
fngham palace, and this time the
queen’s uncle, Leopold. kirg of the
Belgians, was present and was greatly
amused, asking many questions; and
Queen Victoria, desiring the gereral to
sing, inquired what song he preferred.
“Yankee Doocle,” was the proempt re-
ply. All present laughed Leartily, ard
her majesty said: *“ThLatisa very pret-
ty song, general; sing it, if youplease,”
and hedid.

ESCAPE GIVING TIPS,

There Are Many Men Who Shun Thelr
Regular Barkers In Christ-
mas Season,

“Say, I wart to tell you eomethirg
that is Cead straight,” said Schneider,
the calculating barber, accoréicg to the
Philadelphia Record, as Le hurried kis
razor over the face of one of Lis vig-
tims. “You notice this crowd kere
waiting to get shaved—wel!, you will
be surprised wher I tell you that there
are on!y two of my regular custorers
emorng the entire men there. Whatdoes
that mean? Well, not that there has
beer an icflux into town or that the
eight men have just moved irto 1the
neighborhood. It simply means that
that duuble quartet is made up of wen
who are regular customers at otler
barber chope, but who have corme here
to get out of giving ClLristmas presects
in those shops. Bay, are you or?

“Oh, you'd be surpriseC at the rum-
ber of people who every vear perform
the clangeof-barber-shop act.  We
con't do any more business here, as for
every strange customer who comes to
Us a regular customwer gues 1o astrange
shop at this season of presentrivirg.
Wken they again get back to their reg-
ular shops after Christmas is over they
carelessly remark that they have been
out of towu. 'Sh, don't talk so loug,
for I don't want any of my once-a-vear
customers to hear you; they mirht go
somewhere else next year. Nextigert,”
with emphasis on the gert, the icdivid-
val being one of the strangers.

WINE FROM APPLES.

It Is Made So Cleverly as to Decelve
Lven the Most Knowing
Experta.

Belence has lately made it possible to
obtain good wive from the apple. which
bas always been devoted to sparklicg
cider. Experts bave beer cdeceived in
sherry, macdeira and eauterne which
came from apple juice instead of grapes,

Juice from the apple is fermerted
with yeasts of different kinds broust:t
from the grape-growing districts of Eu-
Tope to this country. Forinstance, the
flavor of sherry is Cue rot to the grape,
but to the infinitesimal fungus germs
that cause {ts fermentation. The Amer-
ican comparnies fmport these germs
from the district in Spain where they
flourish, iroculate the apple juice auc
obtain a finre wine. The same process
i followed with other varleties o! wire.

These yeaste are obtalned from the
sediment In the vats of Europe. They
are ensily propagated, and tke oniy
Cifficulty is to separate the different
kinds. As the quality of wine depencs
on these fungi winemakers have usnal-
1y left to charce the kind of wine theyx
procduce, depending on the organisms
which float in the alr and attach them.-
seives to the grapes. The Yeusts are
scld bottled, and are much in demard.

: BOSTON’S BOHEMIA.

It In Several Times More Virteous
Than Boston Soclety, Says
This Writer.

“Here {In Pinckney street) is the free-
dom of the Latin quarter, with but a
emall amount of its license,” writes
Margaret Allston, in “Her Boston Ex-
periences,” in Ladies’ Home Journal.

“Human nature bears a close family
Fesemblance all over the world when
Judged by communities with similar
earmarks, but in America individuals
merely pose as DBohemians; they sel-
dom come up (or down) to the ‘simon
pure’ article of forelgn cities. America
is emicently a respectable country,
well washed morally, and with consid-
erable respect for the neighbors’ opin-
fon. Americans become Bohemianized
in Pearis, but seldom in Boston, where
the spook of Cotton Mather and other

atandards of respectability still hold ;

sway with a groan and a ghostly shud-
der at a mishap. In truth. this Boston
Bohemia stands for good spirits and in-
nocent unconventionality, and is sev-
eral times more virtuous than Boston
soclety, no matter bow pretentiously
and flamboyantly the little country
tries to disprove its virtue.”
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CHRYSANTHEMUMS TOO GAY.

Profuse Display of Big Red Flowers
at a Funeral Shocks a
Whole Town.

- |
Chrysanthemums will no longrr be
used as a mourning flower at funcrals
to be held at Mankuto, Minn.,, an-
nounces a traveler from that commun~
ity. It appears tbat a popular young
socicty man of that town recently died.
He was a member of many social or«
ganizations.  Each strove with the
other in indicating at the ceremonies
of his burial how much his loss was felt.
The time of the year was the foothall
season, also the period when the chrys- %, ).
anthemum defies all laws of color and
flaunts its wanton shades in publie
view. The Isis society, to which this
Yourg iman belornged, in an unbLappy
moment determined to uttend the fu-
neral orcamented with chrysunthe-
mums. The deceased had ulways ad--
mired the lower and it would be a strik-
ing tribute to his extinet prefercneces.
An order was sent to a florist in St
Paul 10 forward by first express it pure
white chrysanthemums to the Isis
memlrers,
Tre morning the funeral wns to take
place they Lad net arrived, hut there
was a train due from S, P'ail 20 min-
utes belore the services would com-
merce. One of the Isis memabers vol-
urteered to meet that train, get the
fowers, hurry with them to the church
Coor and distribute them ns le snciety
marched in. ThLis was aoreed to and
the members marched to the cacred

e ifice, The flowers arrived, were -
tulien to the chureli daor avd there yn-
covered. Tte Isis was just coming in *

and qnick action was needed, The or-
gan was playing “Nearer, My God, to
Thee,” when the society marched up
ihe center aisle, each decorated with a
flaring red chrysanthemum. The flor
ist, rot having white, had forwarded
red with apologies.
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HIS WAY TO KEEP STRAIGHT.

A Philadelphia Coachman Tells His
Employer Some Trickns of
His Calling,

“Johm, I'd like to know wﬁnt makes
Your back so straight,” said o rich = 4
Philadelphia man to his eonchmnan the
other day, savs the Press, of that
city. "And law do vou stand the
futigmie of sitting so beantifully erect
whLile yeu drive for hours and hours
at a stretch?"

The coachman blushed with pleas-
ure as Le led his master to a light and
‘airy corner af the earriiem  house. w"‘
“I'll skow you the kind of evercise
I take vvery day, sir,” he suid. “so us
1c be a credit to your livery, and vour
ecuipage, and yourself ‘and Jady”

ThLe man then lay dowrn on  his
stomach ard drew upward his hody
and his legs urtil he formed a V,
the point of which—his abdomen—
&lone toucked the ground. “I ¢o this
¢4 times a day, sir,” he gaid. “It
gives correct carriage.”

Then. on parallel bars, he dipped.
“One bundred 51 these daily, sir, ex-
pend the chest and give a robust
grace to the upper arms amd shoyl-
ders.” He put his arms, well tifTened,
at his sides, and then slowly raissd
them till the han!s met over his head,
“I doabout 500 of that movement for
& chest breadener, also for straight-
eners.”

He then nearly touched his back
with the crown of his head and quite
tcuchied his chest with his ehin. “That
straightens the neck, sir, nnd gives.
the head a proper poise.  Aud so on,
gir; I continue for an hour or two-
everv morning. and I dor’t believe, as.  ~ L
long as I keep it up, I'l evcr lose
my figure.”

EARTHQUAKE INSURANCE.

Owners of Vineyvards Conld Proteet
Themselveas Against Damnage
by Storms,

Dr. Barrata has acvocated i‘n the Ital-
fan parliament a com puisory insurance
against earthquakes, says the Scier tifie
American. Owrers of vineyards ang
others protect themselves in this way
against hail and, therefore, why 1ot
against another calsmity even 1ore
destructive, as they averase about 750
shocks a year, and certain parts of Italy
have occasionally suffered terribly. 4“
The idea of the insurance is a shrewd
one from the point of view of public
economy. It shifts the burden from the-
exchequer to private purses. The busi-
rese would be of a peculiarly risky na-
ture, for such an epidemic of earth-
quakes as has devastated Calabria Le-
tween 1783 and 1756 might easily bring .
any ordinary company to bankruptey. |
The risk would have to be widely
spread, and actuaries would be buzzled
to calculate the premiums for different
places.

Some parts of the peninsula enjoy
practical immurity. The grent plain of
Vernetia has never suffered. Rome and
Naples are oceasionally shaken, al-
though as a rule not seriously, but dis- ‘
aster frequently oceursin voleanic dise 4
tricts, as in Ischia in 1851 and 18s3,
when the loss both of life and property
was serious. Calabria is far the worst
as an earthquake region. OUver 1,400
people perished in one locality in the
period mentioned above.

Ned

Drawing a Fine l)llllnlblldﬂ.

Laurence Gronlund, the socialistie
writer who died a few weeks ago in
New York, was a thorough pessimist.
Omne evening, after he had denounced
the modern industrial system in save
age terms, afriend remraked: “It is
not so bad as Russian despotism, is
it?” *Not quite; the former is the
worst possible; the latter the worst
conceivable.”

Searlel Fever {m Troploal Reglionys. h o
A medical paper directs attentiom

to the curious fact that scarlet fever )

has never been observed in an epi-.»

demical form in the tropical or sub-¥i

tropical regions of Asia or Afrieca. j.‘ s
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