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SINGING INSECTS. :

Wueer Little Peta That Make Siraage
Musie In Many Japanese
Bomes.

¥

Singing birds are prized in all comn-
tries, but it is only in Japan that the
notes of insecta have been appreciated
and the insects named according to
their differemt voices. The love of
listening to these singing insects has
for centuries been an impassioned pas~
time ir Japan and has created at lasta
~mmpique trade and market. In Tokio
toward the end of May little cages of
exquisitely cut bamboo may be s=eea
dung up in the verandas of the houses,
.and in the coo! of the summer dawn and
at the close of the summer days strange
Jittle whistles and tinklings and trills
proceed from these cagea and make the
‘air resound with the music. Usually it
s in the evening after their baths that
the people go and sit in their verandas
and listen to the singing insects which
they have imprisoned there. It was late
one afternoon toward the end of May,
and I was moving from room tg room
in the quiet Buddhist temple which is
my home. The hush that comes at the
fall of twilight was on all the world,
when my attention was saddenly ar-
rested by a silvery trill, which filled at
intervals the whole place. It was del-
fcate and clear, like an etherealized
bird's song, and yet of much smaller
wvolume than a bird’s note. 1 called the
priest’s daughter and asked her whatit
was [ heard singing. “That is.a ‘Suzu-
mushi’ singiug,” she replied; *“come
and [ will show you where it is.” She
led me to the back of the temple and
pointed to the eaves of the cottage op-
posite. Looking across I saw a tiny
reed cage hanging up, snd in one cor-
ver a small, black insect, hardly dis-
wcernible in the dim light. “That is the
4nseot you heard singing,” said the
priest’s daughter. “Itis called a ‘Suzu-
mushi, and its voice is beautiful and
eool.”

In three days the next en-nichi of
Mita came round—May 24; and Riyo,
the priest’s daughter, accompanied by
& servant, and myself wended our way
with a lantern to the night fair at Mita.
The whole neighborbood seemed to have
tarned out to visit the fair, and the
«wheerful clatter of the clogs appeared to
Jessen the gloomof the dark streets and
made up for their wan: of light. Inthe
flstance the duil glow of hundreds of
‘primitive otl lamps put up in front of
‘the stalls set their smoky mark on the

where the fair was held. We
passed innumerable stalls, which I shall
mot attempt to describe here, ad well as
wtrange portable gardens of plants,
treesand flowers and goldfish nurseries.
At last we came to a stall from which
proceeded a shrill babel of insect
mounds. Needless to say, it was impos-
=ible to distinguish one insect’s cry
from another, for they all seemed to be
<hirping snd whistling and trilling, one
against the other, in a frantic and be-
wrildering way, so that I wondered how
the “Mushiya’” could sit so calmly be-
meath his stall waiting for customers,

There were so many eager purchas-
#rs crowding round that little stall
that I gave up the idea of buy-
dng the 1insect I wanted that
evening. The ipsect fancier gave
e his address, and next morning I
made my way through many back
streets to his dwelling. It was the nev-
er-to-be-forgotten chorus of insects
that guided me at last down a little back
lane to the spot at the end of a row ot
one-roomed cots. The cupboards full of
insects, all thut up in their cages, were
there, and the old man, opening one of
the doors, toon found me a “Suzu-
mushi” for four sen and a pretty cage
f¥ot it in the shape of & fan for 15sen, or
threepence in Epnglish money. He told
e that I must not hang the insect up
$n the draught, but in some cool, quiet
rorner, and that, furthermore, it must

be fed on fresh cucumber every morn-
3ng. I promised to follow bis instruc-
tions carefully, and, carrying home my
#nsect, hung him up in a corner of my
room and waited for the serenade. But
for two days the “Suzu-mushi” was si-
lent. In vain I put in slice afterslice of
eucumber; in vain I whistled and trilled
amyself at the bars of his tiny cage. He
Temained mute. In despair I called for
“4be priest’'s wife. *“What is the matter
with the insect? It won't sing to mel”
she heard me complain. “Be patient,”
xhe answered. . “The ‘Suzu-mushi’ is in
= new cage, and will not sing till it is
accustomed to its new surroundings.
It feels full of fear and cannot sing.
Wait a little.” 8ol waited,and the next
evening when the cage was hung up,
the little creature began to sing merri-
Yy tinkling away like a tiny bell, as its
mame fmplies.~Wide World Magazine.

Jugs as Floats.

There are various things wused &s
floats ip fishing, from the pretty little
painted floats of cork up to good sized
Jugs, these last being used in jugging
dor catfish in western rivers. The jug
wmed a3 a float is tightly corked, and
the rope or line that serves as a fish-
Jne is tied to the handle, the hook
at the other end on the bottom, being
baited with a frog or other attractive
moorsel. The jug may be used as a
Moat for a single line, or two jugs may
Be placed as floats, one at either end
of & trot line, from which a number
wf baited lines depend. A big catfish
w? the kind not uncommon in western
wivers, weighing 60 or 100 or more

s, would even make a jug bounce
ively in the water, and a compara-
gﬁnly small fish would give it motion;
rwhkereupon the fisherman, who might
e on the bank walting developmenta,

i

rwould put off in his akiff and take up

line—N. Y. Sun.

She Had Been S-ooplni. .

Mra. Blinkers—What! Going away?
Why?

Servant—Yes, mum; when I came
Yyesterday you gave me the keys tg your
#Arunks and drawers and chesta and

el-boxes to keep for you.

“Yes; Idid that to show that I trust-
#d you. What is the matter?”

*Ther dpn’t one of 'em fit."—Tit-Bits.

~ white friends catch you.

. pApEnLE DE LA NOUVELLE.ORL

BTORY OF A MALARIA GERM

What the Germ Has to Contend with
in the Human System—Told
by One of Them. -

% -

| Theodore Waters has edited the life
story of a malaria germ. Here Is the
germ’s description of a fight with the
phagocytes: “Just then a lot of our
‘new-born brothers began crowding up~
‘on us from behind, and when we turned
to remonstrate we saw, away to the
rear, a great commotion. A fight and
8 retreat were going on. It was
'slaughter of the most horrible
kind. There at the head of a
tide of blood were columns of phago-
cytes cutting into the rear gumard of
malaria germs, killing them, swallow-
ing them whole, and growing lustier
ax the process went on, It wasanaw-
ful spectacle. Ihung back, fascinated.
‘A phagocyte would race down the cur-
rent with a swift overhand stroke,
reach oud and grasp a microbe from be-
hind. Then the arm of the phagocyte
‘would shorten, and, as it seemed to me,
retreat into the white monster’s inte-
‘rior, dragging the germ with it. Some-
times a phagocyte would grow face-
tious, and would bump against a poor
germ as though shouldering him out
of the road. Away would go the poor
germ, swimming fast in order to avoid
the encounter, but his enemy would
‘then swim faster, str¥king him fair in
the middle, and, with a slow motion
going inside out like a glove, amd actu-
ally taking the germ mn with bim. Ugh!
I should have remained there in a sheer
spell if my companion had not pulled
me along with him.

“ ‘Make for a red blood cell,’ he called,
as we went onward,

“ ‘What,’ said I, ‘a red cell? We have
just come from ome!’

¢ ‘Never mind,’ he replied, ‘find a red
.cell and eat your way inside. It is our
only chance. See, the others are do-
ing it!’

“Sure enough, many of my brethren
had selected good, red blood cells and
were penetrating the skin and climbing
inside to escape the phagocytes. It
seemed to me so unfortunate, just as we
had gained our freedom, but it was bet~
ter than death. So we looked for cells.
Every cell we came to, however, was be-
ing occupled, and it seemed to be that
the phagocytes were gaining on us,
when my companion suddenly pulled
me to one side and cried:

“ ‘Look out! look out! Keep away
from that current near the center there.
It is worse than death!’

“‘What is it?" I cried, for T could aee
nothing.

“‘Don’t you see? he said, hugging
the wall of the tunnel, ‘thereit is, that
discolored streak, running near the
center of the stream. It {s caused by
what men call quinine, and is deadly
if you swim in it.’

“ ‘How does it affect you? I asked.

“‘If you swallow it, it numbs you—
mwakes you incapable of motion—stupe-
fies and prevents you from climbing in-
to a red blood cell—it ia living death,
and the friend of the phagocytes!’

“I shuddered and swam on. At the
end of a stwer-like opening my friend
darted to one side and seized a red blood
cell which was unoccupied. He began
work on it at once. :

“ ‘Good-by, brother!’ he said. ‘Here
{s where I stop. I've work to da. Hope
you'll get out of the wet before our
Look out for
the quinine streaks.’ ""—Ainslee’s.

IN THE FAMILY CIRCLE.

‘Some Singular Things That Were
Noted There by an Occasional
Theater-Goer,

An occasional theatergoer who occu~

pied a seat in the family circle theater
found there plenty of people of evident
refinement and politeness, and the
whole atmosphere ore of calmneas and
good manners. There might be some
.question as to the manners involved
in the reading of newspapers and mag-
azines between the acts, as many did,
but this may be a custom of the lo-
cality. The people there are in a
,measure by themselves; thereis at least
'nobody to be disturbed by their read-
!ing, for there is nobody above them, and
there Is nobody below them that can
lsee them.

i It seemed to the occasional theater-
goer that most of the people in the
'femily circle were regular theatergo-
jers; perhaps that accounts for their
reading between the acts, when an oc-
easional theatergoer would have found
‘things of interest for him in the the-
ater itself, and in the audience. There
seem also to be people who saw in
the way of plays everything there was
‘going that was worth seeing, and at a
.moderate cost, seeing three or four
plays from this part of the house for
what it would cost to sce one play from
the orchestra chairs.

But what siruck the visitor most of
all in the family circle was that the
women, almost if not quite without ex-
ception, removed their hats. It may
be that this i{s really more essential to
the common comfort here than it would
be in any other part of the theater;
owing to the pitch of the floor upon
which the seats are placed, with rela-
tion to the line of vision to the stage,
or something of that sort; but the fact
remains that here in the family circle
of the theater in the year 1900 the wom+

en all sat with their hats off.—N. Y.
Sun,

Sadden. o

Amateur Photographer (touring in

'the western states)—Pardon me, sir,
but would you object to my taking your
daughter just as she is?

Farmer Greene—Wa-al, this is sud-
den; but take her and be happy. Keep
your eyes on him, 8al, till 1 scoot round
for th' parson.—Tit-Bits.

In the Klondike, .
i Mrs, Nugget—What a fine plece of
cloth! How much did you pay for
-that?
Mrs. Mines—Only %93.99 a yard., I
eal] that a bargain, don't yon?—Puck.
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- THE TUGELA RIVER. L
Plcturesque and Magnificent Sur-

roundinge of the Longest
. Stream in Natal.

. The Modder and Tugela rivers are at
the present moment perhaps the most
conspicuous streams in South Africa.
The Tugela, or “Startling,” river is the
longest river in Natal, being over 200
miles long, attaining a breadth at its
mouth of 450 feet. For the last 60 miles
or 30 of its course it forms the boundary
line between Natal and Zululand, the
latter being now a province of Natal.

It rises on the Free State side of Mont
.aux Sources, in the Drakensburg mouan-
tains, the extreme western point in
Natal, and at once leaps down into the
colony with a fall, broken by one or
two ledges, of 1,800 feet—the highest
waterfall in the world. It then tears
through a canyon over two miles long,
joined here and there by many a foam-
ing stream from kloof to hiliside, and
cuts the colony in two, separating Klip
River county from Weenen county. Its
first tributary of any importance be-
‘fore reaching Colenmso is the Little Tu-
gela, flowing in from the south. At
Colenso it 1s crossed by the Bulwer
road bridge and a substantial railway
bridge, consisting of four stone piers
ard five iron spans. Whether the lat-
ter still remaina entire is very doubt-
ful. Bome distance below Colenso the
now famous Klip river, on which stacds
Ladysmith, flows in from the north.

- The Blauwkranz river next joins it
on the south bank, and a few miles
nearer the mouth the Tugela is aug-
mented by the Bushman river, on which
Estcourt stands. Ten miles lower down,
but on the north side of the ““Startling
river,” the Sunday's river comes tearing
in from its distant sources {n the Big-
garsberg, past Elandslaagte. This lat-
ter river receives the Inkunzi and
Waschbank streams, which traverse
the southern districts of Natal's coal
‘flelds.

~ Juat before the Tugela reaches the
Zulu border the Mooi (good) river runs
in from the south. At the Zulu border
the Tugela receives its largest tribu-
tary, the Buffalo or Umzinyati river,
which trom its source near Charlestown
flows southeast, forming Natal's east-
ern boundary between her territory,
the Transvaal and Zululand.

Near Dundee are Landman’s and
Commando drifts, across the Ruffslo,
and lower down come Rorke's and Fu-
gitive drifts, at the latter of which
Lieut. Melville was killed, Wiﬂi his reg-
iment's colors wrapped round him, in
the Zulu war of 1879. On the Buffalo
dbank, overlooking the drift, there is a
monument to his memory. The Buffalo
{s joined between Amajuba and New-
castle by the historic Ingogo river,
srhere over 150 of ocur men were lost
by fight and flooded stream in the first
Boer rebellion.

The scenery throughout the whole
length of the Tugela is pictureseque,
and at places wild and magnificent.
High cliffs, lofty hills, deep ravinesand
wooded kloofs mark its progress to the
sea. Like all Natal rivers (save the
first few miles of the Umzimkula in
the extreme south), the Tugela is not
navigable, and a bar of sand stretches
across {tea mouth—Pall Mall Gazette.

DEEP SPOTS IN THE HUDSON.

Ina One Place Near West Doint a
Fifty-Fathom Lime Failed to
Touch Rottom.

There are a number of deep places
in the Hudson, as everyone is aware,
but few know that spots ranging from
a depth of 20 to 24 fathoms are fre-
quently met with south of the High-
lands. The deepest spot In the river
is just north of West Polnt, where a
50-fathom line failed to touch bottom.
It is in the narrowest part of the river,
where, during the revolution, a chaln
was placed as an obstruction to British
men-of-war. Recently it was suggest-
ed by Gen. John M. Wilson, chief of en-
gineers, that the enormous quantity
of stone taken -from Dyckman’s cut
eould be dumped into one of those big
holes.

A few years ago, when one of the ITud-
son river steamers was wrecked south
of Cornwall and afterward driffed Yo
the north dock, which iz a little east
of this bottomless hole, a diver was
sent down' to examine the boat. He
barely escaped with his life. The boat
rested on wbat appeared to be a ledge
of rock. The diver stepped oft this
ledge and began to sink rapidly. The
men on the surface felt the tugging at
the ropes, and, knowing that some-
thing was wrong, pulled him to the
surface. When he told them of the bQt-_
tomless pit that nearly swallowed him
the men all laughed, but the diver got
out of his apparatus and refused to go
down again.

From Haverstraw to Sing Sing the
depth of the river is not more than
seven fathoms, but off Fort Montgom-
ery, where another chain was stretched
during the revolution, it is 13 fathoms.
There is a hole off Fort Washington
Point which shows a depth of 24 fath-
oms. At the base of Crow’s Nest is a
atretch of water 30 fathoms deep. Iere
mapy soldiers have been drowned while
bathing. Just south of thisisaspot the
bottom of which no man knoweth. It
is called the World's End. How it got
the rame is a mystery. The oldest in-
habitants knew of the dangerous spot
and called it by that name.

At Blue Point, a few miles above
Newburg, there is another deep spot,
where gcores of skatera have lost their
Hves. It i8 a curious fact that over
these deep holes only the thinnest ice
forms, and most of those who go under
could have avoided the localities had
they only been acquainted with their
dangerous character.

There are many legends oonnected
with these deep spots in the Hudson,
and stories of the most improbable na-
ture are frequently told by the old boat-
men who ferry passengers across from
West Yoint to Cold Spring.—N. Y.
Times.
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FOREIGN GOSSIP. M
Switzerland has thre institutions
for the cure of drunkards which record
permanent cures in onerhalf the cases
treated.
They have artificial ofsters in Parls,
They are fastened into rleal shells, with
tasteless paste, ard it {s said connois-
seurs are deceived by thpm.
Paper shingles are usqd in Japan, and
they are found to be a4 serviceable as
the wooden ones, and anly cost half as
much. They are simply thickly-tarred
pasgteboard.
The population of Biitish Guiana is
heterogeneous, includigg 114,485 East
Indians, 11,614 Portugilese, 4,302 other
Europeans, 2,980 Chinese, and 6,813
aborigines, the remaining 145,000 being
composed of colored or|mixed races.

The Aruntas, a tribe pf aborigines in
Central Australia, have a eurious eus-
tom. After the death df a husband the
widoiv paints herself fr¢m head to heels
with a white pigment|and for a year
she is not allowed to b§ seen by a mele
member of the tribe, on pain of death.

The present population of the prov-
ince of Tumbes, Peru, s 5.000 souls, in
sad contrast with its former prosper-
fty, when 100 miles of{canal on either
bank of that river furnished occupation
10 80,000 agriculturists plore. Vestiges
of roads and
throughout the country.

The Malay states of Negrl-Sembilan,
Pehang, Perak, Selangor and Sungei-
Ujong have joined a feeration and the
postage stamps of any of these states
are now valid for postpge in all of the
five principalities. It}is likely that,
after the present stork has all been
used, there will be byt one series of
yostage stamps, whicl will much sim-
plify matters in the strpits settlements.

PARIS’ FORTUNE TELLERS.

DBlackmatiling ls Ond of the Tricks
of the Trade in {the Fremnch
Capital].

Few people would guspect what an
extraordinary number of fortune tell-
ers drive a thriving trafle in Puris. One
of the principal fundtionaries at the
prefecture of police {nformed me re-
cently that his depaftment had the
names and addresses ¢f over 2,000 per-
sors who make theid
many cases an excellefit living, by the
most elementary and common of all
tbe forms of the pdeudo-science of
divination, by telling fortunes from
cards. There are othef varieties of for-
tune tellers galore; tlose who predict
the future from a hLjudful of pins
thrown at hazard cor]a sort of chess
board, or from the shjipes assumed by
the dregs of coffee in|the bottom of &
saucer, those who resqrt to mesmerism
and somnambulism, tl.e chirogaphists,
the drawers of horuscopes, and many
others.

The cartomancists,|however, are in
the majority. The nfethods of all of
them are identical, but their prices
vary greatly. Theif stock-in-trade,
apart from some little imagination,
considerable cunning fnd unlimited im-
pudence, consists suldiy of the tarot, &
specinlly prepared pfck of cards, as
a rule clumsily hand-ppinted and pasted
on to squares of carjboard. The cost
of consulting the tamt ranges from &
few shillings, eagerly|pald by innumer-
able servant girls aijd minor demi-
mondaines, to five ppunds and even
seven pounds. The f{rtune teller who
can command these litter prices deals
with society ladies, blit the most assid-
uous clients of all afe actresses, who,
with scarcely an exdeption, believe in
the talents of the cfirtomancists, and
many of whom go |week after weel
to the eame wise wonan and swallow
with incomprehensiple docility the
contradictory reveljtions elaborated
for their benefit. THe cheaper fortune
tellers are seicom of never consulted
by men, but, curlouply enough, the
cartomancists, whosd charges are high,
often have men amonjr their customers,
There is one well-kn{wn speculator on
the P’aris bourse wio never ventures
his money unless the tarot has assured
him of the likelihood o? his being suc-
cessful; and it must|be admitted that
his confidence in the| cards has, so far,
not betrayed him, for he is exceedingly
rich,

The police have made desperate ef-
forts on various occabions to put a stop
to thls form of swiindling, but they
have had practicall} to abandon the
enterprise as hopeleqs, The Parisienne
can no more dispensp with her fortune
teller than with her {ressmaker or mil-
liner. However, not|a few members of
the soothsaying corflorations ultimate-
1y get into trouble jvith the pelice by
declining to be contej:t with what must
be called the “legit{imnte” profits of
their profession. (Jwing to the hold
they obtain over their victims, and the
knowledge they acquire of their se-
crets, they are temp{ed not infrequent-
ly to launch out int$ blackmailing and
other disreputable transactions, which
land them not infrequently in the crim-
inal dock. Indeed, gn account of what
goes on in connection with these for-
tune telling dens would make a very
curious chapter in o description of the
seamy side of Parisfan life.—Pall Malk
Guazette.

When a Man ppeaks First.

“I suppose we ohght to have the
bouse painted this|spring,” said Mr.
Qreenough.

“have you enough money put by
to have it done?" his wife asked.

“Yes,” he said, plecased at the Inter-
est she took in the [mutter. “I've been
laying away a little|every month for it,
and when I counted up, the other night,
I found that the f{ind amounted to
something like $250,"

“Oh, George,” sh¢ exclalmed, “tbat
will be just enough|to buy a lovely dia-
moond I was looking|at yesterday. Dia-
monds are going up on account of the
war in Africa. Paint fan’t!”

" Then he began whndering why man
was ever blessed with the gift of

speech anyway.—{Jhicago Times-!{er-
ald
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WILL BE EXCLUSIVE:

Turkish Minister Brings His Wife
to This Country.

Special Priviléege Granted by Sultan
om Condition Timt Family Should
Adhere Strictly to Rules

. of the Koran.
i

Ali Fefrough Bey, the Turkish min-
i{gter, has arrived in Washington after
a leave of absence of more than 'six
months. As a special favor from his
imperial majesty, the sultan, Ali Fer-
rough has been permitted to bring his
wife with him. She is the daughbter of
a distinguisbed line of Moslem war-
riors. ler father is Husscin Bey. He
gained the permission of his sovereign
to bring his wife to this couutry upon
condition the family rhouid adhere
strictly to the rules of the Koran.

All Ferrough Hey is also aceompa-
nied by his sister and Mme. Hanim,
who will be companion to his wife.
Hussein Dey, a brother af his wife,
also accompanies the party as a stu-
dent. MHe will pursue his studies un-
der the guidunce of the savants at the
Smithsonian, and It is his in*ention to
thke an American degree in letters.
Ali Ferrough Bey said:

“You are interested in my wife?
Well, my wife is 24 vears of age, and
1 consider her a beawtiful woman. I
cannot give you a photegraph, be-
cause she has never had one taken.
sho will lead exactly the same life as
any other Mouslem lady of her rank,
and will attend the same devotions
83 {f the were at Coustntinapie. She
and I both gave this promise before
my imperial master. the sultan, would
give his permission that she should ac-
company me here.

“She will be able to receive women
visitors, and I hope it may be possibic
that she may pay her respects to Mrs.
McKinley. She cannot, of course, re-
celve calls from gentlemer, no matrer
how high thelr standing, but ehe will
be at home every Friday.

“When she pays her respects to the
president's wife it will be necessary
that the gentlemen of the executive
houshold should not be present.”

THE FOSSIL FORESTS.

Effort to De Made to Preaerve Petri-
filed Trees in Arizona by the Set-
ting Apart of National Park.

W. A. Richards, assistant commis-
sioner of the general land office, in
speaking of the fossil forests of Ari-
zona, says: ‘“The report of Lester F.
Ward on his recent viait to the petri-
fied forests was the result of a request
from the general land office for a re-
port as to the desirability of reserving
the most interesting portion as a na-
tionul park, a memorial to congress to
that effect having passed the legisla-
ture in 1595, A large amount of the
material is now being worked up in this
country into articles to be sold at the
coming Parie exposition.”

The petrified forests are in Apache
county, east of Holbrook, and while the
trunks were found over a considerable
tract, the best portion of the forest is

~embraced in an area about eight miles

square.

In some portions of this the petrified
loga lie mueh more thickly than they
coukl have stood when living. They
weére brought thither by strong and
ewift currents and rapidly buried in
the sand. The trees are completely
ailicified, and so well preserved the mi-
croscopic structure can be clearly
made out. showing to what families
they belong. Owing to the visits of
tourists the more benutiful specimens
gre steadily being carried away and
destroved, while many carloads hnve
been removed to be cut, polished and
made into ornaments.

YALE SOPHOMORE SOCIETIES.

Seniors Petitiom Universaity Council
to Abolish Them in Interest of
Demooratie Spirtt.

Practically the whole senior class at
Yale has signed a strong petition to
the university council asking that the
sophomore secret societies be abol-
ished. The petitioners, who number
neuarly all the men in the class not affil-
jated with Ita Phi, Heboule, or Kappa
Psi, recite the assertion mnow often
heard that Yale democracy is at stake
by reason of the perniclous influence of
the three sophomore societies, which
run all the way through the course,
The petition has caused tremendous
commnoution on the Yale campus. The
petitioners say they feel the need vfa
change is becoming more and more
urgent, and because they are unwilling
to leave college without an effort to
make a beneficial change, as mem-
bers of the senior class they feel thems-
selves forced as an expression of loy-
alty to Yale to go on record as thor-
oughly opposed to the exirtence of the
societies in question. It is felt at Yale
that if the school i# to remain the great,
national nniversity democracy must be.
fostered in the social system.

Working Boer Sentiment,

“ Proprietors of New York saloons
frequented by  pro-Boers  deco-
rate their show windows with

fancy baskets filled with Dbottled
lquors, the whole decorated with rib-
bons of the Boer colors—red, white,
blue and green. It ig said to be a
clever way to attract the trade of
both Irish and German sympathizers
with the Boers in their fight against
England.

Swedes Tallest of Europeans,

The Swedes are probably the tallest
people in Europe, and have, on the
whole, erect, handsome figures. To
some extent this advantage is due to
physical exercise, for Ling's Swedish
gymnastics are compulsory in the ele-
mentary schools, and much used in
other schnols and colleges.

DEFPEW’S FAVORITE PLT.

His Admiration for m» Fine Angorew
Cat Causes a Stir in Soclety, and
Fair Maidens Are Envioas,

\

Fond mothers with fair daughters
have wondered why it was Senator De-
pew seemed impervious to the attrac-
tions of all charmers. At last the iy s-
tery is solved. He hus sct hisaffections
on a cat. The object of the senator's
regard is no ordinary animal, but is a
magniticent creature of the Augors
species, Taffy by name.

This pet is just the color of rieh New
Orleans molasses with the surnlight
striking it, while about the head the
color reminds one of the old dose of
sulphur and molasses so often admin-
istered by fond parents. Tatfy has a
dash of white. The first one to greet
1be senator when he arises in  the
morniug is his pet, who comes and
coaxes for a caress, perches herself on
his shoulder, and demonstrates all the
fondness of the feline with her soft, in-
sinuating ways.

When the senater dines Taffy  sits
nearer and begs for dainty morsels,
which are supplied from the states
mun’s own plate. She is especially
fond of 8 grape, and when one is tossed
10 her continues to roll it around the
floor and chase it all during the meal.
When her master has Lroken his egg
at breakfast rhe coaxes for the shell
and has a great froiie with it

Tarly is playful and hus a wonderful
number of pretty trieks. She meects the
senator ecach night when he returns
from his duties at the cupitol, greets
him with a show of aifection, and rolls
about in delight at the retnrn of her
master.  She was purchased ws a gift
by the senator’s niece. Miss I'nulding,
about a vear ngo, and has scarcely out-
grown the stages of kittenhood. When
her master is receiving callers Taffy
plices herself on a ruy in the drawing-
room and signifies her approval or dis-
approval of all callers. It is safe to
state that Taffy's likes or dislikes have
some weight with the senator. De-
signing fair ones have plotted the ab-
duction of Taffy, hoping that Ly her
return thev might find favor with her
owner, Others who have found out
this weakness of the greut orator are
bhargaining for rare and costly speci-
ments of the feline tribe. and ere lon
this roomy residence will be inhabit
by countless cats with u great variety
of musical powers.

i

A SAD ARMY ROMANCE

Lieut. Harry Sisson Killed by a Bal-
let Which Firat Plierced Hin
Sweetheart's Pictaore.

The body of Lieut. Ilarry xisson ar-
rived at 8t. Edward., Neb,, the other
day from the Philippines. One of the
most pathetic romances incident to
the war in the east was disclosed by
the killing of the young Nebraska of-
ficer.

TWhen he enlisted, his sweetheart,
Mise Anna Taylor. hung around his
neck a scarlet ribbon from which
dangled a photograph of herself. He
promised to wear it next his heart, and
the girl laughingly remarked that if
he was killed she hoped the bullet
‘would first pierce her picture. Among
the first to fall near the rice ficlds
around Manila was Lieut. Kisson.

When picked up it was found thata
buller had gone through his heart,
striking first the very center of the
lilkeness his sweetheart had placed fo
his bosom. The weeping girl met the
remains of her lover at the depot,
The Manila embalmers carefully  re-
placed the picture of the Nehraska girl
over the heari of the corpse, and thue
ft arrived. Miss Taylor had it buricd
with him.

TORPEDO BOAT TEST.

While Tled Alonguide of Sea Wall ag
Brooklyn Navy Yard Her Pro-
pelier Is Run at Fall Speed. i

Beside the sea wall at the Brookdyp
navy vard there was an interesting
test of the torpedo boat Somers. She
was fustened along the sca wall by 18§
staut hawsers to prevent her running
away, while her propeller was run at
full speed. and she was tied to cap-
stans and held by other stout shore
supports. While her boilers were
worked to their capacity the torpedo
boat tugged vigorously it the cables,
the propeller making 230 revolutions a
minute. Itis believed by theoflicersin
charge of the Somers that she wil)
make at least 20 and possibly 23 knots
an hour. In charge of the Somersisa
crew from the torpedo boat Dupont,
and they will continue the tests til}
the experts arrive. The finul test will .
probably be given in the lower bay,
and if she proves satisfactory she widl
be supplied with a torpedo tuhe and -
guns, ready to be placed in commis-
sion in the spring.

SORRY HE WROTE IT.

Thomas Dunn English Diasatisfied
with His Song, “Ben Bolt,” Which

Has Been So Popular. N

Thomas Dunn Ebnglish 1s sorry he
ever wrote “Ben Doit.” He says: *1
never could comprehend why ‘Den
Bolt” had so many waves of popular
ity, unless it was because ot the sen-
timent in the first stanza, which was
better than the rest. As printed ip
1843 the words were full of typo-
graphical errors, as I didn't see the
proof. Thus ‘blushed’ was changed
to ‘wept;’ the word ‘allve’ was omit-
ted from the line, *There are only you
and I;’ ‘Twelve months and meny’
were changed to ‘I'welve months
iwenty,’ and the last two lines of the
stauza devoted to Appleton's mill were
mutilated by an omission. 1 thought
»0 little of the lines themselves—and
my opinion of the matter is not.
changed—that I made but little revi-:
slon when they were afterward re= .
printed.
never written the words at all.” i
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