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A BALL-BEARIKG GUN.

MWiieged Inventiow of n Virginia Man
is Deemed to Be Vinxionary
by Army Officimls.

Recently army officers were im-
ssed by the reports of a so-callled
l-bearing gun which has been in-

vented by a Virginia man, O. C. Cullen.
Gen. Miles takked with the inventor
and decided that the beard of ord-
mance and fortification would vitit the
proving ground which Cullen said he
owned in the village of Buckton. The
‘invention embraced the use of ball
‘bearings in the bore of a gun to take
the place of the rifling and to add to
the velocity of the projectile. It was
represented that the balls would not
Tetard the shell, as the rifling does to
mome extent, and would contribute to
‘the aecuracy and the efficiency of a

S8ome inquiries made by army offi-
wers, however, have led to the aban-
donment of the jidea of investigating
‘Cullen’s invention. That person has
‘had some dealings with a number of
private ordnance eoncerns, who have
complained that he failed to meet the
‘ypayments for the material which he
bought, among other things a rapid
fire gun which he had mounted on the
roof of his house with the idea of at-
tacking neighboring moonshiners. He
also eordered a steam launch, which
‘has evidently been reclaimed by the
builders.

The experts have found the scheme
$s entirely visionary and prohably no
further attentiom will be paid to the
novel device.

A UNIQUE DINNER.
Mensing Features at Annual Gainer.
ing of Silk Dealers of Country—
Chinese Mimister Sgegkt

~I am glad to find that it is not the
purpose of this great republic o de-
part from its traditional policy and
adopt a policy of territorial aggrandize-
ment in Asia, but that you are going
for exparsion of traude there; and om
‘that account we welcome yvou,” said Wua
Ting Fang. the Chinese minister to the
United States, at the dinner of the Silk
Association at Delmonico’s the other™”
®ight. It marked the society’s twenty-
«ighth anniversary, and Wu Ting Fang
made the speech of the evening.

Bmooth as silk moved all the arrange-
ments which went to make the feasta
Jolly and picturesque affair. A curious
and mirth-provoking feature consisted
of more than 300 silk balloons, each
about the size of & man's head, each
filled with gas and attached by 4 short
string to the wine glasses of the diners.
As a signal for the dinner to begin,
these balloons were released all at one
time and rose at once to the ceiling.
About a hundred of the guests applied
Yghted matches to their balloons as
they rose, and bomb-like explosicns re-
sulted. It made a rather startling start
to the festivities, and reminded the Chi-

nese minister of the adult kite-flyers of
his native land.

WILD CAREER OF A FRIGATR

Am Old-Fashioned Vessel! Breaks
from Her Moorings for a
Stampede.

The  old-fashioned 50-gun trigate
Fravklin, anchored in mid-stream off
the Norfolk navy yard, broke loose from
her moorings during the terrific 60-
mile-an-hour gale that prevuiled the
other right and in a mad career about
tlie southern branch of the Elizabeth
riverrammed and banged against every-
thing in sight. She has been anchored
for many years, and, while the heavy
mud hooks held fast, the ceck cleats
to which the anchor chains were at-
tached broke loose and liberated the
erazy old hulk, which, without en-
Fines or adequate steering gear,
Tammed the whart at St. Helena bat-
tery, .across the river, made wild at-
1(’*%’!1993 to butt down stone sen walls,
and wis just caught in time by the
mavy yard tugs.

Scveral weeks” work upon her will be

Reécessury to repair the damuge she in-
flicted upon herself.

DEWEY POSES AS A MUUEL

Mew York Semlpter Who Is Making m
Life-Sized Dast of the IHero
of Mantla Ray.

P'art of Admiral Dewey’s mornings
while i New York recently were speny
in the studio of Jamies E, Kelly,
sculptor at 318 West Fifty-seventh
street.  He sat there for bours while
Sculptor Kelly punched. gouged and
coaxed a big mass of elay that, some
day, is 10 be a life-xized bust of the bero
of Manila. Mrs. Dewey snt patiently
with the admiral and offered, from
time to time, many hints to both artist
and model.

Dewey’s bust when completed will be
in brorze and will go to Col. Jerome n.
Wheeler, of Manitou, Col.

Mr. Wheeler has ordered 40 bronze
yortrait tablets and busts of mexc cele-
brated in the nation’s history from
Beulptor Kelly, whe has been engaged
©n the work for several years.

Vatican Treasures Now enm Yiew,

A few decades ago the manuscript
‘treasures in the vatican library were
Practically inaccessible. Since then one
barrier after another has been re-
moved, and now the present Qictator
has decided to have duplicates made of
many of the most valuable and oldest

manuscripts for the benefit of other -
braries.

Sowing and Reaping. .
XKentucky has sowed the pistol habit,
®vd is reaping blood, says the Chfeago
Tribune. And again, if Kentucky will
persist in sowing pistoks, it may ex-
Ppeet Lo reap gatling guns.

A Good Suggestion.’
- Along with the wireless telegraph
mnd the horseleas earriage, the Chieago

Kimes-Herald suggests, a gunless Ken-
fucky would be quite & thing.

Eat lu‘.'l ‘résandue « I.mm...‘~ ,gam tous

A QUEER CORK SAFE

Dﬁp- Were Unable to Fina the
Place Where They Were
Bunkoed. ) :

“Did you ever hear of a cork safe?™
asked a drummmer who represents the
latest thing in chilled-steel and barglar-
baffling time loeks, according to the
New Orleans Times-Demoerat. “As far
as ] am aware,” he continued, when
everybody chorused a negative, “only
one of them was ever built. It was
made by an ingenious Dutch mechanic
for a one-time famous confidence man
named Dr. Baggs, who ioperated in
Denver, Salt Lake and 'Frisco. The
safe was a falding affair, made of paper:
on & backing of shect cork and when it
was opened up was six feet high, and
looked exactly like the real thing. As
it was always placed in a corner, it hadL
only two sides, bat every visible detail
was complete—combination knob,
hinges, lettering, bolt-heads and all.
When folded it couid be carried in an
ordinary dress suit case. DBaggs used
the thing in a fake lottery office which
was of itself a marvel of trick furnish-
ing.

EVVhen the victim entered the place
it looked like an ordinary business es-
'tablishment, with desks, railing, maps
on the walls, safe in the corner, and sev-
eral clerks at work on books, The in-
stant he left a roll-top desk was opened
up into a bed. The railing was folded
together and alipped into a closet, a
table was turned into a wash stand, a
eabinet turned into a bureau, the safe
was put away in its case, the curtains
were pulled down and the room was to
all appearances & simple sleeping apart-
ment. By that means the poor dupe
was never able to find the place where
he had been bunkoed. I saw Baggs’
old cork safe when I was last in San
Francisco, It is now owned by a cigar
dealer, who bought it as a curio, and
while it is pretty badly battered, one
can still see plainly that it was a won-
derful piece of mechanical work.”

THE JOLLY HARBOR SEALS. |

One of Them Up en the Platform of
Their FPoel, Watching the
The Red Fir.

“What'’s he watching the clock for?
& visitor at the aquarium asked of an
ettendant, referring to the smallest
of the three harbor seals there, the
one with the blackest coat. Tt was up
on the platform at the end of the pool,
with its eyes apparently fixed on the
clock that is secured to the front of
the railing round the gallery. The
Lcur was about two minutes of four
O’clock, says the New York Sun.

“ile’'s waiting for the whistle to
blow,” was the reply, and it cemlnly(
did seem as though the little black
seal was watching for something.

The seale all know well the sound
of the four-a'clock whistle, for that
means tbelr feeding time has come.
The whistle is the signal of the clos-
ing hour of the aquarium, and the
scals are fo¢ immediately.

As the people set their faces toward
the door the seals dash and slash and
prance about in their pool, and Jjump
up half or threequarters of their
length out of the water and look over
the railing, watching and waiting for
the man with the food. As he walks
atong the pool toward the platform at
the end the seals rush on the phat-
form to meet him.

It may be that the little black fellow
Just happened to be up there at that
bour, and that it wae locking at the
clock just by chance, and ¢hat it
couldn’t tell the time by it at all; but
the sezls all know sure enough the
four-o'clock whistle.

A KNOTTY CASE

In Which It Is Shown That Cows Are
Valued More Than n Mere Hu-
man Rody in Africa.

— :

A Uganda woman had married three
hbusbands at different times, and bad
had a sou by one of them-—the second,
says a writer in Blackwood. The fath-
er unfortunately died, and the other
two quarreled about the possession of
the son, who meanwhile lived with his
mother. As soon as he was old enough
to take law into his own hands the boy
elected to live with the first husband,
and left his mother to do 80; thereupon
the third husband raided the first, car-
rying off ten head of cattle, and, as if
to still further complicate the case, one
of the cows calved on the road. It now
fell to my lot to decide with whom the
boy was tolive, and what was to become
of the cattle.

So muach evidence was produced that
I became wtterly confused, especially
when the mother erawled in on hands
and knees to give evidence as to parent-
age, in which, by the way, she was flat-,
ly contradicted by her offspring.. I
finally decided that the boy was to live
with the first husband, and that half.
of the cows were to be returned to him,
the remaining half, with the ealf, be-
ing kept by No. 3. At this decision
No. 1 was dalighted, but I could never
make out why, as five cows, even with-
out a calf, are usually valued far above
a&ny mere human body in Africa.

Burets Into More Pleces.,

The ordinary shell which was manu-
factured 30 years ago only brcke into
from 20 to 25 pieces when it burs?, At
the present time it burstsinto 240, while
a shrapoel shell, which otly used 10
scatter 37 missiles, now scatiers 340. A
preseni~-day bomb, when charged with
peroxylene, breaks up jnto 1,200 pieces,
and it is estimated that it would ef-
fectively kill anyone standing within
220 yards of the explosion.

FPoor Publishers? .
Publiskers in Finland lose from $6.000
to $10,000 a year due to suppression of
books by the government.

Pass the A-;nr-nl. )
According to Liebig, the alkall In as-

paragus develops form in the human
brain. )

LAY GOLDEN FGGS,

Kansas Geese Pick Tiny Nuggets
Out of Creek Bed.

Discovery im Craw of One of the
Birds Reveals a Source of
Wealth That Was Not Be-

| fore Dreamed 0Of,

The\goase that lays the golden egg
has been found, and he isa Kansas bird.
There is not only one of him, but a
whole flock. Mrs. Mursell, who lives at
the mouth of White Clay creek, a slug-
gish stream that empties into the Mis-
souri river just below Atchison, is the
owner of the birds, which no money
can buy, and which have become the
'wonder and the talk of the town.

One of Mrs, Mursell's geese was sac-
rificed for the dinner the other day.
When she went to clean the craw she
discovered that it was filled with what
at first appeared to be minute grains
of sand., The brightness of the stuf!
and the curiosity it excited led her to
keep it to show to her neighbor. The
neighbor’s husband, who is an old
miner, saw it and at once pronounced
it gold—almost pure gold. Tests made
‘at the jeweler's subsequently corrob-
orated the miner's opinion. The yel-
low particles taken from the goose’s
craw were gold. Discovery led to in-
vestigation. A goose egg wasanalyzed,
It was permeated with gold. KEgg
after egg was subjected to the test
and not one failed to show traces of
gold.

A brickyard Is located in the vicinity
of Mrs. Murcell's home. The mud for
the manufacture of the brick made
at these yards is pumped or sucked
from the slimy bed of White Clay
creek. A vast yard of it is constantly
kept on 'hand, This oozy mass is the
favorite haunt of Mrs. Mursell's geese,
‘They waddle in it and eat it all day
long. An analyzis of this mud shows
that it contains gold. A further anal-
ysis of the manufactured brick shows
a percentage of gold in every one,
Almost every house in Atchison s
constructed of these bricks, and min-
ute particles of goid.in the brick can
be seen with the naked eye—very dis-
tinctly under the microscope.

While the gold in the goose's craw
was what might be called nnggets—
very minute, however—as well as that
in the mud and burnt brick, that in
the eggs is in a salublle state.

ANNA GOULD'S MAD LOVER.

Story Told of Infatuation of a Rarber
for the Girl Who Became
a Counteann,

The presence in New York of Count
Castellute and Lis wife brivgs out the
story, hitherto unpub.ished, of an ex-
perience of the countess in El Paso.

Mr. Gould and his daughiters spent
some time in that city in 1sy3. A barber
uamed Steiver, meeting the youug la-
dies on the street, imangined that Miss
Anna was casting frieuvdly glances at
him, ard he shaduwed them continual-
I¥. Atthe theater hieentered their boux,
and, laying a handsome bouquetin her
lap, bowed himsclf out. She thanked
him, supposing him to be an usher pre-
seating a gift from some friend.

A few duys later, wilen she and her
sister were alone i their private car,
Steiner rushied in, and, seizing Miss An-
pa, attempted to take her out. Her
screams  attracted  assistance, and
Bteiner was conducted before Judge
Blacker. He toid of his infatuation ar.d
how. as he suppored, ehe had eneocur-
aged him, and declared Lis intention to
carry her into Mexico and warry her.
Judge Blacker, knowing Steiner’s weak-
ness, suggested thay Mr. @ould give
Steiner a ticket to New Orleans as an
easy way to get rid of him, and Steiner
left town over the Texas & Pacific in
charge of the conductor, 80 the matter
was hushed gp until now,

PADEREWSKI BADLY SCARED.

Kentucky Colonel Flashes & Ree
volver at Hia Long Halir
and He Flees.

Taderewskl, the piunist, was nearly
frightened out of his wits at Louisville,
Ky., while the conference seeking a
Peaceful settiement of the political con-
flict in Kentucky was being held. There
were “bad men” here from all parts
of Kentucky, and the lobby of the 1 't

house, where the artist was stanir g,

was full of them, and be knew it. As he
started from his room to take a carriage
for the theater a Kentuckian got a
glimpse of his long, curly hair, and,
promptly drawing a six-shooter, pro-
posed to “stop the thibg." The pianist
flew into his apartments, tucked his
hair up under his silk hat in a sort of
coiffure and ventured out 20 minutes
later.
_—_——
Fate of a Good Cause, *

Chlcago has halted in her spelling
reform, says the Baltimore American.
The press all over the country thought
the idea too funny, and the upiversity
proposing the change had not the cour-
nge to face the fire of ridicule. And
so, for want of valor, another good
cause threatens to go by the board.

Attendance at Paris Exposition.

On the basis of results of previous ex-
hibitions at Paris, It is assumed that
52,388,280 peaple will pass through the
turnstiles, and it is posisble that the
to.tnl number may reach 60,000,000.

Will Let His Wife Try Now,
” Howard Gould has now had a quarrel
with his cook. The Chicago Record
ruggests that probably the fellow was
not able to bake pies such as Howard's
mother used to make.

A Mean Advantage. - y

A New York man eloped with his wife
after she had begun suit against him
for divorce. The Chicags Times-Herald

thinks this is taking a mean advantage
n? the Inwver,

GETTING AN ANTIQUE CHEAP.

Row a Collector Ls«-cured an Old Ma~'
hogany Thble at Very
Smajl Conat.

When a2 man becomes a erank on the
subject of antiquks he will go 1o any
extreme to gaia pyssession of a coveted
treasure, says the{PPhiladelphia Record.
There is a physigian up the northeast
way who has thejcraze, and has it bad.
He made a profegsional call on an old
Irish woman the pther day, and, as her
ailment was not jof sufficient severity
to keep hor from [her household duties,
he found her in [the kitchen washing
dishes. His eyes| glistened as he saw
the table upon which this homely op-
eration was beinly performed. It was
an old decrepit affair on three legs, but
it was solid maht,gany, with quaint
carvings.

“That’s & queen sort of a table to be
washing dishes oh,” ventured the doe-
tor.

“Sure, it is thal,” replied its owner;
“an’ I wouldn’t pe bothered wid it at
all, at all, if I coyld afford a new one.”

The doctor was|all solicitude in a mo-
ment. *“Why, thqt’s too bad,” he said,
And then, as thoygh seized with a siel-
den philanthropig inspiration, he add-
ed: “If you wiiljaliow me I'll buy you
a new table, and [l take the o'done off
your hands.” Of pourse, the old woman
was only too delighted. The doctor in-
vested two dollarg in a common kitchen
{able, in exchangd for which he received
the old mahogan} one. which had been
in the old womail's family for nearly a
century.

AT THE PAR[IS EXPOSITION.

This Account Snpa the American Pa-
vilion Is a Henutifal and At-
tractiveq Structare.

Our cocher has|been ordered to turn
Into the Avenue fle la Tour Marbourg,
and suddenly I tind that we bave come
out upon the Qudi d'Orsay, and are at
the entrance of the I'ont des I alides,
says the New Lijniucott, IHere cabby
is ordered to haif, ard looks cn in sur-
prise as we descerd into the ankie-deep
dust and procecd |by means of our open
sesame, to the plyce where four Ameri-
can flags at the|corners of o large
square irdicate the iuclosure chosen
by our commissijuer general for the
American pavil...h.

Here, on the rfive gauche, m com-
pany with otherd of the Pavillons des
Etrangeres, wiil[stand the American
pavilion, a beaufiful and attractive
structure, whose firoad steps lead down
to the water. llere Americans may
land, and at oncd receive that welcome
and attention wlich the visitor soon
discovers is secorfd nature to the com-
missioner gener{! and his staff; and
here, more than anvwhere else in 'aris,
willlie ticd himse(? thoroughiy at home.

It is to our comfnissiorer general ard
his untiring indydstry that we are in-
debted for the cfeat amaournt of £pace
which is to contafn the great American
exhibit, ard eved my gloomy guide is
tempted to break into a trinmphant
emile at this neyy proof of American
skill and energy.

INTENSE COLD.

Xumhs the Senses and Prodaces in
Some Canes Hesnlts Similar to
Alcoholic|Intoxication,

The usual resufts of exporure to ex-
treme cold are joss of energy, buth
physical and  rthental, followed by
drowsiness and d{sinclination to mnve;
the mental faculties become torpid
and the senses njimbed, while the vie-
tim is seized with an irresistible de-
tire to lie down and sleep. If this
desire is yielded {o the lethargy pusses
into stupor and {leath follows., Occa-
sjonally these «yjuptoms are preceded
by others which resemble those of {n-
toxication, and dgre due to a peculiar
condition of the blood, which at a very
low temperature] takes up an insuf-
ficient quuntity qf oxvgen, and so has
an injurious e%*cqt on the nervous 5)'S-
tem. It was ebyerved during the re-
treat of the Freaph from Moscow that
thase who were thost severely atffected
by the cold often reeled about as if
intoxicated; they also complained of
giddiness and inflistinctness of vision
and sank gradnplly into n state of
lethargic stupor from which it was im-
pessible to arouse them. Other in-
stances are recqrded jnu which per-
sons  became delirious and died

through a short| exposure to intense
cold.

FAMOUS Z00s..

South Africa Possesses Some of the
Largest gnd Filoest In
the| World.

The South Afrjcan republic’s zoolog-
ical collection sojl rardens are the fin-
est and largest ig the world., The gor-
deuns, which are it the Lebombo region,
are guarded by a|whole tribe of Kattirs,
and contain every species of wild ani-
mal to be found [in Svuth Africa. The
zoologrical collection at Bronx park,
New York, is a Femarkably fine one.
The gardens covyr 300 acres, and one of
its most important features is the
naturat environnjents provided for the
animals.

The animals df South America, for
instance, are gifen the free racge of
large inclosures |containing miniature
mountains, rivens and forests; while
the tigers and lfons live in sandy
stretches, jungles and so on. The Yel-
lowstone nationdl park, of the United
States, with its prea of 3,575 square
miles, forms a zovological preserve for
almost every spdcies of unimal found
in that part of t}}e world. The London
zoological garders contain nearly 3,600
animais; those 4t Rerlin about 1.500,
and the Jardin dds Plantes, Paris, about
1,000 animals.

Never }(uln- There,

Raln has never been known to fall
in that part of Heypt between the two
lower falls of the¢ Nile.

L’ABEILLE DE LA NOUVELLE-ORLEANS

lea Etats du Buds LSa publicité offre donc au commerce des avant ges “exoeptionnels, Prix de

SAILOR I A LAND FIGHT.

This Anecdote Illustrates the Effere
veacence of His Humor uvn
All Occaslons,

V' herever and wherever Jack has
been permitted to join in the work of
the army he has made his mark so deep-
Iy that Le has come 10 be looked upon
as indispensable, invincible, savs the
Londou Spectator. Hiseffervescent hu-
mor never seems to desert L., as the
following anecdote, toid the writer re-
certly, fairly well illustrates: It wus
at Gingihiovo, and the raval brigude
was face to face with an apparently
overwhelming force of Zulus, numbers
of whom were armed with rifles, The
sailors were reserving their fire. only
sending an occasional volley when a
favorable opportunity presented itgelf,

- Forth from the Zulu host stepped a war-

rior lacen with an anciect firearm,
which be calmly mounted upon atripod
in the open. while the sailors locked on
admiricg his pluck, but wendering
much what he wag proposing to do. At
last one jovial tar suggected that their
photographs were goirg to be taker,
and, by common consert, 1o shots were
sent at the  supposed phetegranber.,
Having loaded his piece with cveat Ce-
liberation, the Zulu primed 1 ciphted,
ard. learive hard agairst ¢ lLreech,
he fire. The recoil—{for the thine was
much overionded—knocksd Lim head
over heels hackward, while a great rear
of lavghter wert up from the Celiohted
sailors. He sat up lookine turt ard
dazed, and then, the amusemnme; t over,
he.alurg withasuddenly chargir g i
of Lis ccuntrymen. was annililated by
a voliey from the steadiiy aime? pieces
of the little cheerful band of Liuejack-
ets.

AN INVISIBELE ENEMY.

What the Engliah Have to Contend
with in Their Rattles with
the Roers.

We dn not think that the extracr-
divary cordidons of the warfare in
Scuth Africy have ever heen realized
in the way they should Lave been. savs
the Londorn Lancet. Wherever the I'rit-
igh foree< bave ercountered the Puers
fn the cpern field they have beater them
ard theyv tave, again and o

: evern
driven them out of stravg positions,
But for thefirst time ir worfare, sn far
as we Know. oour trocps bave Lad .
tack an {nvisible eremy armed with the
best and most destruetive weaporstlat
mcdern scieree car devise,  As ap 4
cer with Tord Methuern's force las
graphically  deseribed it: “Perbars
You thirk it Is easy to see a Doer. Lt
it is1.'t. We bFave foughs four toeralbly
big battles agairst them, but few < f us
Linve seen a sirgle Doer. He is the in-
visible enemy. Ile lies ir the grass,
deep Jawr iz a trench, ar bohind o rack
ard pits death at ws a2l day Loop bt
we rever gee who s killin g «ir men,
Ar Erpglish eoldier of imagis ative mird
might come to thizk of the eremy as
a rort «f rireteenth-certury irventinn
—a vapar lllte the oolorless smicke - #
the new powder—or a demon crarn es.
sence.”  Tle Poers’ tactics ar.? metk-
ods of fightirg are traditioral with
them, ard ttey are alwavs mourted,
but these facts, curiously ernugh. viom
to have heer lost sicht of. far the ‘orre
gert arnirst them were at first wen'g
ir mounted infantry, cavairy ar.? aril.
lery.

" e

LONDON’S BATHS.

Factlities for Ablution in the City
Are Many and \re Being
Increased.

It Is no fault of the gutharities af 1te
metrpalis i any considerable P
tion of the people of Tor i o reirve
to merit tke dexcription «f “le creat
unwashed.” Faclliites for aiiutior are
mary. ard these gre vo riv heing in-
creased. At precent there are 35 par-
fshes it London where the batl ard
washhouses net has been adopted, ard
fn mest of these there nre (ne nr more
of these extablishments i fyl) winrkirg
order, suns the Newcastle (hrnicle.

Ir 1595 the number of bathere ard
washers rencked the respectable 1otal
of 5 and of there 4,403,104 were
bathers who used the private nr swim-
mitg batks, and the remaining 027 8¢
wonivni usit.e the washhouses,  The
number «f hours paid for by the lutter
were 2. 54343, or ar average of 2.3
Lours perwasler. Ofthe bathers usicg
the private haths 1R per cert. were fo.
males, a1l of thaee usirg the swim-
ming bath: teq per cent.

In ro iretarce {8 ory estab’ichmert
earried on <o as to produce a surpivy
over experditure, thangh ir a few eaces
there i+ no actual charve on 1he rates,
The total expenditure of the whole 1s
£152671, and the wial reverue €75
311, ro that the baths of ILandon altos
gether cost the ratepuyers an annvual
sum of £33.360.

s —
The Kainer's 111th Houne.

The emperor of (}vrmrxx‘.j' poseessey
110 residerces, and has just beught ap-
other houre ut Born, a pretty villa in
the Coblenz strasse, the property of a
professor in the university. The kaicer
has given 300000 marks for his new ae-
quisition, which is to be. after under-
going complete removation, the resi-
denceof the crown prince and his broth.;
ers during their studies at the Bonn
university.

Use for Tarantulas.

Tarantulas are being used in Ane.
tralia for the sake of their webk, the
fllaments of which are made into thread
for balloons. They are lighter than
silk, and, when woven, lighter than
canvas. Each tarantula yields from 20
to 40 yards of filament, of which eight
twisted together form a single thread.

3 The Wily Peanut. .

Four million bushels of peanuts are
used annually in this country. In he-
half of the peanut, remarks the Chicago
Tribupe. it can be zaid that no sue-
cessful adulteration of it has ever yet
been sprurg upon the public.

IS YOUR CLOCK ON TIME?

Some Interesting Observations Suge
gested by This Frequently e«
peated Tuery.

“One of the thicgs | have learned in
the coyrse of my eaperience,” st the
middle-aged mun, zccording 1o the
New York Sun, “is that people dont
like 10 bave yuu ask: ‘Is your clocg
1ight?’ This is a guestion that we put
10 a great muny people, and 1t 18 more
or less annoyiryg to wost of them. I
Lave seen wen resent it with a start,
though that wouid be sometlhing un-
usuai; but, as a rule, mort mev 1Lin
well of their clocks, and they rescnt the
question ore or less in their Learts if
they don'tic word or manner,

“Doesu’t every man think his own
watch is a good tmeheeper? He dues,
It may be a cheap wutch that eost ten
doilurs or five dollars or ore dollar, Luy
e thicks it's a good one.  All cheap
watckes are better nowadnys than they
used 1o be. but each mun thinks Le's
got the stiil remarkubie exceptioral
wateh thut really is a wouder. Ang
ihe cloek owrer thinks the same of Lis
cloek.  Whetker it's in  the jewelry
swre, the bakery or the butcher's, they
2. resent tlie question: “ls your clock
right '

“The question implies it some rague,
:tdefinite way the icew of an assunLp-
tien of sureriority un the part of the
(uestioner, for does it nat sUSrest ine
feriority, at icast or the uther man's
Ciotk? and To mun Dikes i, My conelue
sion is that nobody shouldask the ques. ‘
tiou idiy—rot at ail, in fact, unless
sutnething really depends upoun it. Lint
if it shouid be reaiy 4 matter of im-
poristee for you to krow, ther yon
niny ask, ard this time you'll fivd the
question wili not be resented.”

MYSTERY OF NUMERAL NINE

southsayers of Olden Times Attached
a Sucredneas to It—Sutme Cuarie
ous Colncidcucea,

Ameng the magiciaus and  sonthe
suvers of ancient t'mes toth the fig-
ures nine snd three hnd a certain
amount of mystery and sacredness ate
tached to them, aud volumes have
been written in explanution of (heir -
meanirg in cornection with the his-
rery of men and the wor'd, Apropos
ol this, a curious colndidence is noted
in the fact that nearly ull the crect
nuning discoveries of  trecent  tirmes
Lave been made in yeury ending with
the magic ficure nine. Thus the ‘4
mous gold find in Caiifornia fell in the
Year 1349, Ten years fnter, in -0y,
remarkable diccoveries of the sawme
metal were made in DBrivich Columbia,
cuusing a great rush of fortune hurnt-
ers to these points, ‘says Leslie's
Weeklr.

In 1263 the famous Comstock lode
fi1d became known to the worll: in
1870 the pold-bearing mgion around
Leadville and Tombstone, A, T., began
to attract attention, and in Is~u the
diggings at Clover Creek and in lower
California became the ohjective 1vints
of great multitudes of excited and
anxious seekers after sudden wealth,
And now again, at the end of arother
decade, history repeats it.¢’{ ornce
more. The remarkable goid finds re-
cently made at Cape Nome, surpassing *
in richress and extent anvthing yet
discovered in the Yukor district, bid
fair to make the year 1309 as n.table
as any in the annals of yold miving,

A HARD RAIN,

The Man from the Last Was Xot \e-
customed to the Tides of
the Northw.oat.

“Tt rains a greut deal in the et
sound country,” sid the man Som
that section, aceordivge to the Wiask-
irzton Swar, “and I beard of a funny
incident not lopg ago about it. Some
ehap had come froty the Miwsouri vil-
ley to tuke up his residence at What-
com, on Bellingbam bay, where there
are very hirh tles. When the beat a
landed him «t the end of the Louy poer
extending over the tide fluts the water
was low and the new mun dict’t ro-
tice avuything but a wide stretel of
sand between the boat and the towrn,
It was in the eveniug about durk
and was raining, and he went to the
hotel on the frovt strect and <taved
there, going .to bed without Lwirg
gone out fur a walk., The next mort-
ing whken he got up he looked ouvt and
the tide was in, the water coming up
alose to the hotel. Il¢ gazed uv the
widespread waters for an instans, 2nd,
throwing up his hands in astonishe
ment he exclaimed: ‘Gee whiz, hut
ft must have rained hard last niz.t)’

“Then he hurried downstairs ¢ the
office to find out if there was anv Jan-
ger from the flood, and the c.oerk
smiled four or five times and save him
some much-needed infurmaticn.

—_—

Tobacco a Necenxity, .

One of the few thirgr of which the
Boers have an inadequute suppiv is to-
bacco. While spendine millions for
guns and ammurition, they regiected
to provide themselves with an ubund-
ance of the soothing weed, Sotdiers
positively cannot get alung without it
They can easier in many instarces dis-
pense with food. An «ditor in Pre-
toria, the capital of the Trarsvaal, ap-
preciates the situation. lw has made
an appeal to the citizens who remaln at
bome to deny themseives tobacco in
order that the supply of the mern at the
front may not be restricted.

Bad Roads tn China.

Lord Charles Leresford says that the
roads in China are very bad. When be
was in that country he ecomplained of
them one day to an American resident,
who replied: “Yes, a mule was drowned
the other day In the ruad outs:iie my
house.”

The Red Fir,

The division of foresiry of the de-

partment of agricniture has 16 men in
the state of Warhinrton gatherir 7 sta- *
Yictics rerardirg the praweh of red fir.
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