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TOM THUMB AND THE QUEEN.

Whe Diminutive General Tried to
Back Out of Her Predence,
i But Falled.

The American minister, Hon. Edwar
Wverett, was very kind to his country-
mmen, and it was at bis house that Mr.
Barnum met a certain Mr. Murray,
master of the queen’s household, says
Bt Nicholas. On the day following one
wof the queen’s life guards appeared be-
®ore Mr. Barnum with a note contain-
#mg an invitation from the queen to
QGen. Tom Thumb and his guardian, Mr.
Barnum, to appear at Buckingham pal-
sce on a specified evening.

In retiring from the royal presence,
Mr. Barnum attempted to follow the
example set by the lord in waiting by
Jcking out. The gallery was of great
Rength, and the gentlemen with long
strides made rapid progress; but Tom
Thumb's short legs left him far behind
«—or before. Seeing that he was losing

und, he turned and ran a few steps,
g:n resumed the process of “backing.”
Again losing ground, he repeated the
performance, to the great amusement
of the royal spectators. The queen
soon sent another summons, and the
general, with his guardian, made a sec-
end visit to the palace, being received
#a the yellow drawing room.

A third visit was soon paid to Buck-
fmgham palace, and this
queen’s uncle, Leopold, king of the
Belgiang, was present and was greatly
amused, asking many questions; and
Queen Victoria, desiring the general to
aing, inquired what song he preferred.
“Yankee Doodle,” was the prompt re-

ly. All present laughed heartily, and

majesty said: “That is a very pret-
ty song, general; sing it, if you please,”
and he did.

ESCAPE GIVING TIPS

Where Are Many Men Who Shan Thelr
Regular Barbers in Christ-
mas Season.

b

“Say, I want to tell you something
that is dead straight,” said Schneider,

the calculating barber, according to the-

Philadelphia Record, as he hurried his
razor over the face of one of his vice-
tims. “You notice this crowd here
waiting to get shaved—well, you wiil
be surprised when I tell you that there
are only two of my regular customers
smong the entire men there, Whatdoes
that mean? Well, not that there has
been an infux into town or that the

eight men have just moved into the

meighborhood. It simply meaps that
that double quartet is made up of men
who are regular customers at other
Barber shops, but who have come here
to get out of giving Christmas presents
tn those shops., Say, are you on?

“Oh, you'd be surprised at the num-
ber of people who every year perform
the change-of-barber-shap act. We
don’t do any more business here, as for
every strange customer who comes to
@s a regular customer goes to astrange
akop at this season of present-giving.
When they again get back to their reg-
ular shops after Christmas is over they
carelessly remark that they have been
out of town. 'Sk, don't talk so loud,
for I don’t want ary of my once-a-year
enstumers to hear you; they might go
somewhere else next year. Next gent,”
with emphasis on the gent, the individ-
ual being one of the strangers.

WINE FROM APPLES.

Ti Is Made So Cleverly as to Decetve
Even the Most Knowing
Expertn,

Sclence has lately made it possible to
ebtain good wine from the apple, which
bas always been devoted to sparkling
cider. Experts have been deceived in
sherry, madeira and sauterne which
came from apple juice instead of grapes.

Juice from the apple is fermented
with yeasts of different kinds brought
from the grape-growing districts of Eu-
rope to this country. For instance, the
flavor of sherry is due not to the grape,
but to the infinitesimal fungus germs
that cause its fermentation. The Amer-
ican companies fmport these
Trom the district in Spain where they
flourish, inoculate the apple juice and
ubtain a fine wine. The same process
is followed with other varieties of wine.

These yeasts are obtained from the
sediment in the vats of Europe. They

are casily propagated, and the ouly
difficulty is to Beparate the different
%inds.

As the quality of wine depeunds
on these fungi winemakers have usual-
Iv left to chance the kind of wine they
produce, depending on the organisms
which float in the air and attach them-
melves to the grapes. The yeasts are
®o0ld bottled, and are much in demand,
—_—

BOSTON’S BOHEMIA.

It Is Several

Times More Virtnous
Than Hoston Soctety, Says
This Writer.

“Here (in Pinckney street) is the free.
@dom of the Latin quarter, with but a
small amount of ijts license,” writes
Margaret Allston, in “Her Boston Ex-
periences,” in Ladies’ Home Journal.

“Human nature bears a close family
resemblance all over the world when
Judged by communities with similar
earmarks, but in America individuals
merely pose as Bohemians; they sel-
dom come up {or down) to the ‘simon
Ppure’ article of foreign cities. America
s eminently a respectable country,
wrell washed morally, and with consid-
erable respect for the neighbors’ opin-
#on. Americans become Bohemianized
fa Paris, but geldom in Boston, where
the spook of Cotton Mather and other
standards of respectability still hold
sway with a groan and a ghostly shud-
der at a mishap. In truth. this Boston
Bohemia stands for good spirits and in-
mocent unconventionality, and is sev-
eral times more virtuous than Boston
mociety, no matter how pretentiously
and flamboyantly the lttle country

- tries to disprove its virtue.”

time the-
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CHRYSANTHEMUMS TOO GAY.

Profuse Display of Big Red Flowers
at a Fuaneral Shocks a
Whole Town, B

Chrysanthemums will no longer be
used as a mourning flower at funerala
to be held at Mankato, Minn., an-
nounces a traveler from that commun-
ity. It appears that a popular young
society man of that town recently died.
He was a member of many social or«
ganizations. Each strove with the
other in indicating at the ceremonies
of his burial how much his loss was felt,

The time of the yerr was the football
season, also the period when the chrys«
anthemum defies all laws of color and
flaunts its wanton shades in public
view. The Isis society, to which thig
young man belonged, in an unhappy,
moment determined to attend the fue
neral ornamented with chrysanthe~
mums. The deceased had always ad-
mired the flower and it would be a strik-
ing tribute to his extinct preferences.
An order was sent to a florist in St.
Paul to forward by first express 60 pure
white chrysanthemums to the JIsis
members, .

The morning the funeral was to take
place they had not arrived, but there
was a train due {rom St. Paul 20 min-
utes before the services would com-
mence. One of the Isis members vol-
unteered to meet that train, get the
flowers, hurry with them to the churel
door and distribute them as the soeiet
marched in. This was agreed to ang
the members marched to the sacred
edifice. The flowers arrived, were
taken to the church door and there un-
covered. The Isis was just coming in
and quick action was needed. Thg or-
gan was playing ‘Nearer, My God, to
Thee,” when the society marched up
the center aisle, each decorated with a
flaring red chrysanthemum. The flore
1st, not having white, had forwarded
red with apologies.

HIS WAY TO KEEP STRAIGHT.

A Philadelphia Coachman Tells ’Blg
® Employer Some Tricks of
‘"His Calling,

“John, I'd like to know what makes
your back so straight,” said a rich
Philadelphia man to his coachman the
other day, says the Press, of 3
city. “And how do you stand
fatigue of sitting so beautifully erect
while you drive for hours and houra
at a stretch?”

The coachman blushed with pleas-
ure as be led his master to a light and
niry corner of the carriage house,
“I'll show you the kind of exercise
I take every day, sir,” he sald, “so aa
to be a credit to your livery, and your
equipage, and yourself and lady.”

The man then lay down on hia
stomach and drew upward his body
and his legs until he formed a V,
the point of which—his abdomen—
alone touched the ground. “I do this
200, times & day, sir,” he said. “It
gives correct carriage.”

Then, on parallel’ bare, he dipped.
“One hundred o2 these daily, sir, ex-
pend the chest and give a robust
grace to the upper arms and shoul-
ders.” e put his arms, well stiffened,
at his sides, and then slowly raisad
them till the hands met over his head.
“I do about 500 of that movement for
& chest broadener, also for straight-
eners.”

He then nearly touched his back
with the erown of his head and quite
touched lis chest with his chin. “That
straightens the neck, sir, and gives
the head a proper poise. And so on,
sir; I countinue for an hour or two
every mcerning, and I domn't believe, asg
long as I keep it up, I'll ever lose
my figure.”

EARTHQUAKE INSURANCE.

Owners of Vineyards Canld Protect
Themselves Againat Damage
by Storms,

Dr. Barrata has advocated in the I'tale
tan parliament a compulsory insurance
against earthquakes, says the Scientifia
American. Owners of vineyards and
others protect themselves in this way
against hail and, therefore,‘\\'hy not
against another calamity even more
destructive, as they average about 750
shocks a year, and certaip parts of Italy
have ' occasionally suffered terribly,
The idea of the insurance is a shrewd
one from the point of view of public
economy. It shifts the burden from the
exchequer to private purses. The busie
ness would be.of a peculiarly risky na-
ture, for such an epidemic of earth-
quakes as has devastated Calabria be-
tween 1783 and 1756 might easily bring
apny ordinary company to bankruptey.
The risk would bave to be widely
spread, and actuaries would be buzzled
to calculate the premiums for different
places. : '

Some parts of the peninsula enjoy
practical immunity, The great plain of
Venetia has never suffered.  Rome and
Naples are occasionally shaken, al-
though as a rule not seriously, but dis-
aster frequently occurs in voleanic dis-
tricts, as in Ischia in 1881 and 1883,
when the loss both of life and property
was serious. Calabria is far the worst
as an earthquake reglon. Over 1,400
people perished in one locality in the
period mentioned above.

—_—
Drawing a Fine Distinction, '

Laurence Gronlund, the socialistio

writer who died a few weeks ago in

- New York, was a thorough pessimist,

One evening, after he had denounced
the modern industrial system in sav-
age terms, afriend remraked: “T¢ is
not so bad as Russian despotism, {is
it?” “Not quite; the former ia the
worst possible; the latter the worst
coneeivable.”
——————

Scarlet Fever t» Tropical Re'.lonl.;

A medical paper directs attention
to the curious fact that scarlet fever
has never been observed in an epl.
demical form in the tropical or sub-
tropical regions of Asia op Africa.
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. THE HINDU’S RELIGION.

It Seems to Fill rAll His Requirements
and Is Indeed a Part ot
, Himself,

Why, the Hindu asks himself, should
he accept|this western religion? He
has one of his own, ancient, potent, elas-
tic; it embodies hisinstinctive genius,
suits his special needs, is older than the
Christian, rests on thought he haa
elaborated, and many western men
have learned to admire, says the Con-
temporary Review. To surrender his
religion would be to make a somplete
surrender of himself, his past, his sep-
arate mind and being, and to become
a mere echo of the civilization he de-
spises, ‘

The Hindu reactlon is thus a very
real force, moved by reasons we
cannot but respect. Patriotism
lives behind and within it; 1in
it the orient stands up against the
occident, defies it, challenges its right
to come east and impose itself on
what is older, more congenial to the
criental nature and too deeply rooted
to be plucked up by alien hands. And
£0 we need pot be surprised to find
the refcrmer succeeded by the reac-
tienary, though behind the veil of his
reaction the spirit that would reform
still lives.

For the Hindulsm he defends is not
the Hinduism of the multitude, the
religion of the street and the temple,
of Kali Ghat and the Durga puja, of
the sacred river or paste; it is an ideal-
ized systém, eclectle, clothed in gar-
ments which are heirlooms from the
past, but quickened by a spirit which
belongs to the present. Not all it
finds in Mindufsm is Indian, but some
of it is very occidental indeed,

MINIMUM OF SLEEP.

University Students Expertmenting
to Find Out the Least Amount
Necessary,

. A very strange experiment is being
tried by an organization of university
students in Madison, Wis,, to lengthen
working hours. Upon the theory that
sleep i3, to a large extent, a matter
of habit and can be lessened by prop-
er care of the systém, the members
are trylng to reduce elecping hours
t¢c a minimum consistent with con-
tinued health.

Tho organization, says the Clncin-
nati Commerzial Tribune, is not in the
nature of a secret society, but it Eas
been working quietly in order to get
the best representatives among the
students from the various courses of
college work. The experiment was at
first begun in the Town university, and
while it does not appear to take on
the character of an intercolleginte or
genization, the Wisconsin members
have organized along the lines of the
Towa upiversity club. The theory
upon which the members are working
i3 to get such control over the body
as to keep part of the system at rest
while the other part works; in other
words, avolding unnecessary waste of
vital energies. Thomas A. Fdison, the
great inventor, is the expositor of this
theory.

The method, as given out, is to less-
en the sleeping hours gradually and
s0 accustom the system to it by de-
grees.  The extremo limit fixes rest
at not mare than four hours a night,
thus lengthening the working day
some threc or four hours,

<

BONAPARTIST NOBILITY.

How a Namber of Them Have Sucw
ceeded in Gilding Their
Coronets.

The Bomapartist nobility have a tal-
ent for gilding their coronets through
marriage, says London Truth. A Ney
in 1830 secured the helress of Lafitte,
the banker. Mis nephew married the
adopted daughter of Mme, Ileine. Duc
de Rivoli married the latter when she
was Dowager Duchesse d’Elchingen.
He and she are now princeand princess
of Essling. Most of the Murats have
married great heiresses. Prince de
Wagram is husband of a Frankfort
Rothschild. Fouche, Due d'Otrante, is
settled in Sweden, and bas had matri-
monial fortune there. Due de Tarente
has just married the widow of M.
Camescasse, who was an eminent bar-
rister, prefect of police, deputy and one
of the most amiable Frenchmen I ever
knew. The new Duchesse de Tarente
is “boss” of the General Company ot
Omnibuses and has fortune from other
sources. She has two daughters nearly
grown up who attended the wedding.
They give promise of beauty. The wed-
ding took place at Douai. Marshal
Maedonald, first Duc de Tarente, was
not Scotch by birth, but the grandson
of a Scotchman who was driven by the
defeat of the second pretender to take
refuge in France. Ie settled ot Aux-
erre. The marshal was not Bonapartist,
in feeling. DBut he was so cold-shonl-
dered by restored rovalty as to be glad
of its disappearance in 1830,

- A Fatthful Dog.

Our Dumb Animals gives a touching
slory of the wonderful heroism of a
dog last winter in the icy waters nf
Alaska. Two men and the dog start-
ed out from ecamp to find a trail lend-
ing away from the terrible Valdes gla-
cier. For days they wandered in the
snow till their provisions were well-
nigh exhnusted and the men could zo
no further. Then one of them wrote
a4 message on & scrap of paper, tied it
to the dog’s neck, and told him to go
kack to camp. The dog disappeared
in the enow and storm. Two days and
nights passed; when, Just as they
were giving up in despair, “out from
the blinding snow bounded the falth-
ful dog, and close behind hWim came
ready hands to minister to thelr
wants.”

-

: Boycott Vs. RBoycott,

English business men in Paris are be-
ing boycotted because of England’s
talk of hoveotting the exposition.

GERMAN BLONDES.

"l’ley Form the L

e

Rrgeat Per Cent, of

the Types ¢f Germany's

Popu

fation. i

'

has been engaged |

The German Anfhropological society

h recent yearsin col-

lecting statistics nelative to the com-
parative frequency of the bloude and

brunette types an

i1 thelr distribution

through the Germsan emplire,
The results are ¢f interest as giving

evidcnce of the o

ginal sources of the

populativn {n various sections. Theob~
servatious were coffined to school chil-
dren, 6,000,000 of whopi have been exame

ined.
For purposes o
those that had blu

classification only
» eyes and fair hair

and skin were coupted as blondes, and

those whose cyes,
all dark, as brunet

hair and skin were
tes,

All others (for expmple, children with
dark eyes and light hair or with blue

eyes and dark hair

and skin) were put

in a third or “mixq4” class.
In the empire asa whole the blondes

were found to nu
the brunettes, 14
mixed types, 54.2 p
tricts the prepond
element was much
clally in a part of
Oldenburg, where
per cent. of pure b

The effect of the
ment was distinc
southern and soutl
empire. Near Wo
deed, one often gee

lmber 31.8 per cent.,
per cent., and the
fr cent In some dis-
‘rance of the Lilonde
more marked—espe-
the Gramd Duchy ot
there were only four
runettes.

brunette, Roman ele-
ly marked in the
western parts of the
rms and Speyer, in-
$ faces which strong-

ly suggest those of central Italy or Ro-
man statues and ppintings.

Yet streaks of bl

wde preponderance,

@pparently markifg the paths of Ger-
manic migration, wére traced up to the

Italian frontiee,

IDEA TOO|ORIGINAL. :

«

The Mayor Suggeefed That the Towa’d

Visitors Climbd

pipe fov Ewtertainmeat.

the New Stande

|

In one of the

towns of the upper

peninsula they w?‘e preparing to en-

tertain a delegatis

n of eastern capital-

ists, many of thdm accompanied by

wives and famillea
ing for investment|

who were prospect-
Pio minjpg, railroad

and other enterprises. AT the meeting
to make arrangements for the recep-

tion the new may

r presided. He had

ideas of his own, s45s the Detroit Jour-

pal, and evidently
cial position entltl
disputed question.

hought that his offi-
d kim to settle any
After several plaus

bad been suggested, he took the floor.

“Gentlemen,” sa

d his honor, “what

1 inslst upon is sorhething origiral and
something that these people will al-

ways recal!l ag ba
bere. Our
dropped them g fe
& copper mine; ¢
north drove them
water works; at {]
burg west of us the
to blister thelr tuc
stone quarries. |
Whut I propose
climd, one at a tin
new standpipe of
we're up to dnte on
and they'll get a 4
surrounding coynt

And it took tbe
parties to get the
auother programm

ORGANIST A
No One Mast Dar
ancllon.n‘i
Charch

If there ever s
conpreontion aboy
the minister ever
is admitred at ond
gation and the m
blame, writes Jan
Home Journal. [
difficulties, and t
tioned in a spirit
ity. For une thiny
artist, and cvery
of special refinemd
bear the rough-at
niethods of life.
common pfay you
straight-forward
fashion, arguing W
ing to him, and
when he is wrong,
landle precious poy
fon, or the artist
wounded and will o
pathetic story to

neigibors  in

ing happened right
the east
s thousand feetinto
it rival city to the
six miles to see the
hat strugpeling little
“gave them a chance
s over the red sand-
Ve're no imitators,
p that we let them
.e, to the top of that
urs. They'll know
our fire departmernt
plendid view of the
n..n

‘;’m’.h‘.g men of both
mayor'¢ coneent to
e,

N AUTOCRAT.

le to Criticise That
Part of the
Service,

any trouble in the
t the music, and it
worries himself, it
e that the congre-
nister are alone to
DMaclaren in Ladies’
ut there are other
Ly

ey may be men-
f becoming humil-
r. the organist is an
irtist hus a nature
ut which cannot
d-tumble ordinary
With a man of
Mdeal in a practical,
ind  even  brutal
fith him. complain.
putting him right
But np man must
celain in such fash-
will be instantly
esign and carry his
levery quarter, for,

as a rule, the orgnnist thinks that he

is lifted above cri
opinion. It {si{q
bhim anything; it i
poese that anythin
than the music he

The Stelin
In Knowledge f
lobetts grives a il
rebula, in the mid
sinuous tacancy,
“through which w
starless vacancy of
Some of those wh
is finite hold that
the infinitely distyg
aggregation would

the sky with light.

ticism ard public
npossible to teach
s on insult to sup-
kr could be better
provides,

F Universe.

v November, Dr,
otograph of a new
bt of which a dark

or rift. appears,
e can see into the
f space beyoud.”

h argue that space
it it were infinite
nt stars in their
cover the face of

This, howerver,

assumes that stars are equally dis-

tributed througho
an assumption is

servable phenomer
rants the idea th
space involves the
occupation by an

suns symmetrically
out it.

War Fand

A firm of English

giver a halfpenny

war fund for every

has already semt
fand.

t space, and such
fontrary to all nb-
a. Nothing war-
t the infinity of
assumption of its
infinite number of
arranged througi-

frem Soap.

| soapmakers which
to the Traosvaal
cake of soap sold,
in £1,600 to the

Cenrrrl Amerien

Pyramid Duall@ers.

Barring the LEgriptians, the ancient

Meryas o Ywcatan

scem to have been

the greatest pyramid builders the world

GYECT saWw,
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WANT THE TERNS KILLED.

Why Women Prefer Their Plumage
for the Decoration of Their
Headgear,

As a result of causes too mysterious
for the mind of man to comprehend,
fashion claimed the terns for her own,
says Bird Lore,

Up and down the coast word went

. forth that sea swallows, or “summer

gulls,” were worth ten cents each, and
the miiliner's agent was there to con-
firm the report.

It was in June when the baymen
were idle and, unrestrained by law,
they hastened to the beaches in keen
competition to destroy the birds which
were nesting there,

Never, in this country, at least, has
there been such a slaughterof bircs. A
Cobb’s islaud (Va.) bavyman, whose
conscience, even at this late date, urged
bim to a confession of shame for his
part in the proceedings, told me recent-
ly that in a single day of that memor-
able season 1,409 terns were killed on
Cobb’s island alone, and 40,000 are said
to have been there shot during the

summer. The destruction at other fa-
vorable places was proportionately
great.

Two seasons of this work were suf-
ficient to sweep the terns from all their
more accessible resorts, the only sur-
virars being residents of a few unin-
habited islancs.

What will be the result? Is there no
appeal from fashion's Cecree. Woman
alone can answer these questions, and
the case is =0 clear she canzuot shirk
the responsibility of repiving.

Aigrettes are cecorative, quills diffi-
cult to identify, neither bespeak cdeath,
and ignorance may lead the most hu-
mane woman icto wearing either. But
with the tern no such excuse existe,
and the woman who places its alwaysg
disgustingly mutilated body on her
bonnet does 80 in deliberate defiance
of the laws of humarity and good
taste,

DISPATCH RIDER’S COOLNESS,

Captured by the Boers, He Saves
H1ie Preclious Papers by a
Shrewd Trick.

Ore of the most remarkable instarces
of self-possession on record is acered-
ited to a gentleman who arrived here so
late as October 29, writes a Trarsvaal
correspondent of the London News. He
roce a bicycle, and his dispatches were
macde up in a brown paper parcel, which
he carried in his coat pocket, so that if
he saw trouble ahead he could commernd
the safcty of his parcel to the open
veldt. He was ridirg swiftly, ard on
turnirg a treacherous correr fourd
himseif face to face with a party of
about 20 Boers, who had been lnuting,
or, in their more charitable phrasec]o-
gy, commandeering, He at once dis-
mounted ard said “gnod ¢av,” ard as
bis “get up” was cxcellent one of the
Boers shook Lards with Lim,

Tkis gave a little respite.and enabiled
him to coliect Limizcif. Yes, ke saic, Lo
was comirg from Kimberley, and was
lookizg for wurk. He preferred lock-
Ing for work to takirg up arms. De-
fore the Boers souglt to sewrel, Lim he
brought out two  hard b iled
which he offered then.. They refused,
and then le preduced his brows paper
packet of dispatehies, and said he Lad
two sandwiches which they coule have.
His seeming kindness wacklssalvaric o,
and the Doers were satisticd, ThLev cuve
him plenty of advice, and tLd Lim to
keep Lis sandwiches as they Lud

e
Coos,

a sutli-

clecey of biltong.

VOTING PLACES IN PRUSSIA.

Reer Halls Are Gencerally Chosen for
the Purpose of Holding
Electlons,

The practice in I'russiun  cities re-
garding the selection of votirr places
is in direet econtradiction to Arerican
usage, says Muricipal Afairs. Irsteagd
of closing ull places where intoxicarnts
are sold on election Cay, it is precisely
the best-known ard most porular beer
lokals that are closen for the puriese
of Lolding eleetinrs, The Lills wilch
are conmunoniy mairtaired v such
places to be used for ail sorts of sacial
gatkeriots are sellom oeccupivd durire
the day, ard as they are we!l knowr in
the neighborhood they furm  iceal
places for holdinz arn eleetion.

Liquors are not sold in the room in
which the voting takes place, Lut may
be freely drunk there. Irdeed, it js a
very exceptional election julge who
does not have a capacivus krug on the
tabie before him, from wlick ke occa-
sionally quenches his thirst while tle
tedious process of balloting is goirg on,
A very considerahle economy is effected
by h()'ldil';: electiors in such places, as
rn;r.t is either rot charged at all or else
is fixed at a nomiral sum by the »ro-
prictor, wha expects to be reimbursed
througl the purchases of thuse who
visit the polls. Any unusual amount
of drunkenness on election Cays, or at
least during city electiors, which are
seldom attended by exeitement of any
sort, is unkoown,

No Gentleman Would Take It.

A member of one of the great polite
fcal clubs of London recently lost his
umbrella and put up a motice in the
hall requesting *the nobleman” who
had taken it to return it when he had
done with it. The comniittee, in due
course, desired to be informed whyr he
had ascribed its possession to a peer.
The member blandly referred them to
the rule which said that the club was
composed of “noblemen and gentle-
men,” and added that ro gentleman
would have taken his umbrella.

Water Cycles.

‘A Canad'an has designed a water cy-
cle which offers little resistarce to the
water, the floats which support the pro-
pelling mechanism being composed of
two long cylinders of small diameter,
with the ende brought to a point to de-
crease the resistance. .

]
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A LEAPING SWORD.
Clever Trlck Performed by a Spame
fard with One of the Famous
Toledo Binden,

“0Ot all the cities I have visited In Fa-
rope,” said R. A. Stinson, of Bostor, re-
cently, reports the New York Tribunpe,
“I found Macdrid one of the most inter-
esting. It has a number of out-of-the-
way features that appeal to one.

“While I was in Madrid I tried to pur-
chase one of the famous Tuledo blades,
The old-fashioned two-handled sword
was what I warted to get, one of those
that were built to cut through armor
and which fulfilled their missicn eom-
pletely, as many a bloody battlefield in
ye ancient days bore testimony. I had
to give it up on account of the expense,
They cost from $150 up, but whiic I was
looking for one a shopkeeper showed
me a most scientific trick. His store
was very lofty, running up twoor three
stories, and he was cdescanting on the
beauties of this particular sword, when,
in order to prove the perfect tetuper of
the metal, he crove the point into the
floor and bent the blade until hilt and
point met, Ie then suddenly released
the hilt, ané that six feet of gleaniing
sword sprang up into the air like a
thing alive. Up and up it went, alincst
to the lofty ceiling itself, when it lost
its impetus and began its descent kil
first. It returned almost to the place
wherce it started, the shopkeeper
catching it by the hilt with practiced
ease and returning it to its case. T was
crazy to try it myseif, but the owner re-
fused to allow me. as he raid I wowld
probably rot orly wreck the store, hut
perhaps injure myself as well. e told
me that if I wanted to learn the trick [
had better practice it in a large open
lot, and that a suit of armor wouldrn’t
be a bad thing to wear until I got the
hang of {t.”

CHARGE OF TWELVE MEN.

Brave Femt of American Scouts Une
der Gen. Lawton in the
Philippines.

|

A medal of honor—the highest com-
pLment which can be given to an
American soldier—has bLeen recom-
mended for presentation to each of
the ten surviving members of o band
of 12 scouts who performed a brave
teat near San Miguel de Mayume Ori,
in the Philippines, on May 13, 1509,
says Youth's Companion.

These scouts were under the lead of
William H. Young, a eivilian who had
been a famous scout on the western
plains in America, and whom Gen,.
Lawton made his chief of scouts in
the San Ysidro campaign this vear.

On the day mentioned, Gen. Lawtog
was advancicg on San Miguel A
small body of Oregon volunteers came
suddenly upon the enemy, drawn up
in an advantageous position in front
of San Migucl, the right flank resting
on a stream, the left on an elevation
made secure by a densc thicket.

It was efterward ascertainel
the Filipino force in thkis
nuinbered about 650 men.

Without waitifig for the reenforeing,
battalion $o support them, or to be i
o position to do so, this squad of ten
scouts, let by Mr. Youre and 1y
Private Jumes Harrington, of the Opeo
gons, an ald frontiersman—12 men in
all—charged the enemy’s line, abon
157 vards «distant,

The line fired, tlen wavered, and
then completely guve war, 1o Le fol-
lowed up By the reenforeing battulion,
and driven from the eity 210l environs®
of San Miguel, a place of great jm-'
portance, 1

Youngz and Harrington, while shout-*
ing and cheering nnd leading the men -
up, were shot and killed.

that
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THE CHRYSANTHEMUM.

Golden Flower Was Thought Worthy
of n Show All to Itself
in 1%30,

The .\'ukional Chrysanthemum  =o-
ciety was justituted just 23 yours sinee,
in 1346, says the Saturday Review, 1he
flower whiich it has  taken under its
patronage, upon whose aperandize-
ment it bus bestowed so successfully
such patiert aud ingenious care, hus
been established among vsouly a little
over a century, The tirst time it was
thought worthy of a “show” uil to it-
self was in 1530, Farey if one of thase
early patrons could have dropped in at
the exhibiticn last week and seen what
his favorites had attained to! Surely
he would have thought Limself trans-
lated. The very generic name of the
plant, the “golden flower.” at first so -
pertinent, has lost its  Cistinctiveress.
There ure golden chrysanthemums
still, it is true; yellow blossams incom-
parable for purity and brilliance, but
what of ull these other colnrs not less
brilliant and pure, these rich damasks,
royal purples, flushed pinks, this daz-
zling white that puts a snowcrift to
shame, at last actually a hloom that is
just sea green?

Color, size, form, growth, al! huve un-
dergone & change that half a century
ago it entered into no man’s heart to
cooceive. And the end is rot yet, it may
be; the last woncer has not vet been re-
vealed for us; so limitless in its possis
bilities anAd potency is that “affectaticn™
of Men to gratifie the Pleasure of ther *
Eyes, inciting them to push on thiugs
1o more and more Perfection.”

e ———
Paper That Will Not Dnarn.

Tt has been found possille 1o make
a thin, smooth and stroug paper of
asbestos, which can be employved in
the manufacture of paper

lenterns

an@ other articles which need to be iy

-

at the same time light and fireproof.
The atbestos paper can allo be made '
waterproof. It §s prepaed with the
same machinery used for meking ore
dinary paper.

- e -

The World's Raflways, .

The length of the wor!l's railways

is more than 17 times tha circumfes
ence of the earth at the equator.
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