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" THE EYES AT SCHOOL. :

&)etmtlve Sight ia Children Often
. Dune to Stralning the Eyes
; at Study. : N

.

Much attention has been given dur-
ing the past few years to the eyesight
of school children. Tests of vislon have
been made in schools all over the world,
and the results have been astonishing,
if not alarming. It has been proved
that short-sightedness exists among
pupile in schools and colleges to a
much greater extent than was sup-
posed, and what is more disquieting,
the number of pupils who have defect-
ive vizslon seems to be steadily growing
larger.

Another fact brought out by such
tests is that the proportion of those suf-
fering from imperfect eyesight in-
creases with the advance in studies, be-
Ing least in the lowest classes and
greatest in the highest.

A German {nvestigator discovered
this 30 years ago as the result of an ex-
amination of the eyes of 16,000 studen?s
In the schools at and near Breslau. In
the primary schools he found about six
In every 100 children suffering from
poor eyesight; in the intermediate
schocls the number of nearsighted pu-
plls had increased te more than ten per
cent.,, in the high schools to 25 per
gent,, while in the university 60 stu-
dents out of every 100 were myoplc, or
short-sighted.

A similar ascending scale of defective
vision has been noted among school
children in other countries, although
the proportions are not so high any-
where else as In Germany and Russia,
a fact explalned by the excessive strain
put upon the eyes in reading German
and Russian characters. :

That the prevalence of defective eye-
sight among children is in great part
due to the overstraining of a weak
organ is not open to question. Un-
skilled laborers, and others who have
not been obliged to strain their eyes
In early life, have usually good eye-
‘sight, but skilled workmen, typeset-
ters, and so on, who use thelr eyes for
close work and begin to learn their
trade young, are often near-sighted.

Dr. Casey A. Wood, of Chicago, bas
recently drawn attention to the dan-
gerous strain put upon the eyes of very
young children by certaln of the kin-
dergarten tasks; but this subject is
too important and too large to be com-
pressed into a single article, and we
mwust consider the means of protecting
the eves in another article—Youth's
Companion.

MERE COINCIDENCE

Four Men Who Found That on One
Day Each Year They Lied
by Instinct.

., “Speaking of strunge coincidences,”
said the talkative man, “I ran across
one this afternoon that I do not think
has ever been duplicated. I was taking
lunch in a down-town cafe to-day,
and at the table next to me were
seated four men. They were strangers
to one another, but under the spell ot
what the waiter had set before them
were talking like old friends.

*‘By Jove!” said one of them, sudden-
1y, ‘this is my birthday!’

**Why," exclaimed another, ‘so is it
mine!’

* ‘Mine, too, sald the third,

“‘And mine, too,’ added the fourth
‘man.

“They stared at one another for a mo-
ment, and then the first man said:

*“*'I am 53 to-day.’

;" 'Why, that is my age!’ exclaimed an-
other.

*‘Mine, too,’ said the third man.

*’Gienflemen,’ exclaimed the fourth
man, ‘that is my age, too.’

“‘A strange thing about my birth.
-day,” said the first speaker, ‘is that 1
once broke my arm upon that day, and
alnce then my arm always pains me
upon that day.’

“*What birthday was it?" asked the
‘second man, in a strange voice.

*“*My seventh,’ answered the first
man.

**Gentlemen,” shouted the second
man, ‘'l broke my arm on my seventh
birthday, and ever since upon that day
my arm has pained mel’

* ‘I have had the same experience,’
returned the third man.

“*‘And I also,’ said the fourth man,

“*1 fell from a hay mow,’ said the
‘first man.

“*So did 1,” came from the three in
one voige,

s ‘Gentlemen,’_said the first speaker,
‘it lacks but one thing to complete this
‘strange coincidence, Upon my birth-
day 1 always find myself unable tc
speak the truth.
+ “‘It is the same way with me,}
Jpromptly returned the second man.

*“ ‘Here, t00," said the third,

“Aud the fourth man broke the spell

by asking what it would be.”—N. Y,
‘Bun.

Brushea,

An adept in dressing gives the fol-
lowing advice: Choose clothes that
sult you from the best makers, in the
best materfals and style, then take care
of them, your figure and your hair. T¢
follow these dictates it is absolutely
-Decessary to have the best of brushes.
‘First, for the hair, long, soft brushes
ithat permeate the tresses without either
‘splitting orbreaking them, while cleans.
dng the scalp. A variety of clothes
bn‘]shes are needed, soft for velvet, long
haired dusting brushes for millinery,
and good hard brushes for mud.—De.
‘troit Free Press.

! Cucumber and Ontion Salad.

i_ Cucumbers and onions, especially
Bermuda onions, make 8 dellcious
saiad. Slice the cucumbers and onions
and lay them in separate bowls of fce
water for one hour. Never salt cucun.
‘bers it you wish them to be crisp.
, Drain carefully, arrange in a salad
‘bowl, and at the last moment mix
‘with a French dressing, or with pep-
jper. salt and vinegar., There should be

three large cucumbers to one onion.—
N. Y. Tribune.

Eat i3 rénsndne en Toqlsiame ef dans

: FEMININE FRILLS.

The Latest Notions tn Ladien' Cos~
tumes for the Cuarrent
Season. |

The high stocks that!are worn are
very becoming or ugly ap the case may
be. They should make!every woman
who hasn’t & short neck: look her best,
but they must be cut tg suit her. It

makes all the difference in the world .

to the effect whether the curve up or
down is just in the right place. If the
collar goes down in the wrong place
it gives the neck & bare uncovered
look, and if it is too high at the wrong
place it looks as if the woman wase
smothering. Collars must be cut, too,
with regard to the goodand bad points
of the neck. There was a pretty yourg

girl at the theater the iother evening -

who was well dressed as to everything
but her collar, which fitted atrociously.
It may have been a home-made addi-
tion. It was of some white material,
with a band of velvet of the color of
the dress around the lower part. The
velvet was snug, but the white collar
wastoo high and not properly stiffened.
The consequence was that as the girl
turned her head the collar was pushed
down and bulged out above the vel-
vet, glving the wearer th¢ effect of hav-
ing goitre, :

A handsome gown worn recently to
the theater was a perfectl]y simple prin-
cesse, not a fold or a Wrinkle on the
bodice, around the hips, or on the back,
until about a foot or more above the
lower edge, where it flared out with
the proper degree of fluffiness, ruchings
and ruffles. The gown was of silk, just
the glimmer of which ¢ould be seen
through the solid lace which covered
it. The figure of the woman wearer
was, of course, perfect. .

Some women and girls are wearing
around their necks a bit of white illu-
sion high up, just inside the stock, so
that it gives a line of white around the
neck and ties in & jaunty little bow at
the back. - '

Bequins are to be seen on many things
this winter, particularly on thin goods
with lace effects. Whole gowns of net
are covered with gem, but they must
be sewed on carefully, and home sew-
ing is usually better than that of the
shops. It is better to have no sequini
at all than a sequin off here and there.
It is a degree worse than a missing
boot button.

There is fringe, fringe everywhere
found, so much of it that it will be
fringe, fringe nowhere, except on cheap
garments. This is particularly the case
with the fringed trimmings on the
hats. It has been so easy to put a bit
of fringe on a hat and give it style,
that everyone has been able to do it,
and it is seen commonly in the street
cars already, which usually settles the
fate of anything for people who like
individuality. In some of the most
beautiful gowns fringes are woven on
to the garment. This carnot be du-
plicated in cheap effects.

Among the prettiest separate blouses
are those made of one material opening
over a contrasting shade in a vest of
some soft silk, the body of the blouse
being cut low around the neck to show
a little of the silk below the collar. The
blouse is finished at the waist with a
narrow band of the waist material.

With the heavy hoots and gloves that
women are wearing come the woolen
gloves for country wear that are as
stylish and expensive as the other

kinds, but soft and comfortable.—N. Y.
Times.

AUTUMN soup.”

A Dish That Reflects the Richness of
the Market in This
Season.

The autumn iy the seamon when
meats of all kinds reach their highest
point of excellence. The feast of
Martinmas, in honor of that saint who
presided over s full larder, fell om
November 11. Game of all kinds now
crowds the markets. Beef, mutton
and poultljy are never fatter and bet-
ter.

Autumn soup reflects the richness
of the market. There are some game
soups that are good. A soup, as a
rule, however, should be made of
fresh killed meats. Game always
hangs a considerable time to put it in-
to the proper condition for food, and
is for that reason too old to be made
into a soup. Sometimes game que-
nelles, or forcemeat balls, of game, are
used @8 a garnigh to clear soup of
beef.

There are also certain soups that are
pecullarly chamcteristic of autumn,
because they are especially associated
with poultry or game dinners., A
cream of celery or cream of rice soup
ifs a most excellent introduction to a
dinner of roast poultry.

There are certain November days
when nothing is so acceptable as an
old-fashioned oxtail soup, rich and
gelatinous, thickened and seasoned as
only a Huguenot cook of old knew
how to season and thicken it. This
soup should be well flavored with
mwushrooms, as other beef soups should
that are used in auvtumn, when the
meadow mushroom, the chief variety
of our market, is cheap and abundant
enough to be used on poor men's
tables.—N. Y. Tribune.

Cheese Soup. L

Brown some sliced onions in a Httle
tat, with a couple of tablespoonfuls
ot flour; season well and put in the
requisite amount of water. Put into
& well-heated tureen some fried dice
of bread (or some very thin chips of
homemade bread about two days old);
eprinkle over these n small handful of
grated cheese, and pour the boiling
lignor over them. Serve at once.—
Boston Globe.

A Different Place.

Farmer Hornbeak—Iere, you tramp,
what are you doin’ in my haymow in
the middle of the afternoon? :

Boil d 8pooner—Sleepin’, boss.

“Wa-al, git out o' here! This aln't
no church."—Judge.
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HUMOROUS.

Usher (the court having been much
anpoyed by the shuffling of feet)—
“Will ye hould yer tongues up there
with yer feet in the gallery!”—Punch,

“Heisnotin,” said Mrs. Shortly to the
collector. “Madam, I know he is not
tin,” said the collector. “What I want
to know, has he any?'—DBaltimore
News.

Long—"“Family troubles, eh? That
rock did your domestic ship split on?"
Sbort—*It was the absence of ‘rocks’
that caused the split.”—N. O. Times-
Democrat.

First Globe Trotter—"When in Rome,
did you do yourself as the Romans do?"
Second Globe Trotter—*No. It tookall
my time learning to do other people as
the Romans did me.”—N. Y. Press.

Mrs. Newrich—*Oh, dear, no! My
husband don't have to be in business no
more. He's just a gentleman now.”
Mrs. Blugore—“That must be a pleas-
antchange for him.”—Philadelphia Rec-
ord.

“I really DLelleve Miss Blumer would
be willing to run for president, she's so
ambitious.” ‘Land, yes; but she aln't
s0 particular. She'd run for a smaller
man than that if she thought she could
catch him.”"—Philadelphia Bulletin.

Mrs. Brown—*“She spent ten years
trying to catch a husband.” Jfrs,
Jones—*"“That's what she's doing now.”
“I thought you said she was married.”
“Yes. She spends her time trying tc
catch ber husband in some kind of mis-
chief."—Troy Times.

“I notice you started to smoke last
night when Miss Sweetey was enter
taining Mr, Slowpop,” renfarked the
piano stool. “Yes,” replied the parlor
lamp. “I saw she was just waiting for
an excuse to turn me down.”"—Catholic
Standard and Times.

MYSTERY OF THE OMO.

.Geographers and Explorers Ars
Pussled at the Course of an

s African Stream.

' A rver rising among the mountains
of Abyssinia and flowing about 60
miles to the southwest and south has
been the subject of more speculation
and contradictory evidence {for 1§
years than any otier stream in Africa.
The Omo river was known at its sources
and at a few points along {ts course,
but the explorers who visited it and
the geogrrphers who reviewed thel
work could not agree as toits destina.
tion. It was 8 geographicnl conun.
drum, as the Congo and the Alger were
in the years when the hypothesis was
advanced that the Congo was probably
the lower part of the Niger. The truth
about the Omo river was discovered twg
years ago by one of the most unforty
nate expecitions that ever entered Af-
rica, and the two white survivors of
the {ll-fated party, who said their lead.
er and comrades had fallen under the
fire of a eavage foe and who were held
captive until King Menelek secured
their release, have been able this fall.
with the ald of the records that were
recovered, to publish in Italy the story
of the second Bottego expedition and
o map of the Omo river.

Eleven years age most mapmakers
believed that the problem of the Omc
river had been solved, though the views
of the explorers were stil] widely di-
vergent. Count Teleki, Capt. Hohne!
and Mr. Borelli malntained that the
river flowed far to the southwest and
emptied into Lake Rudolf. Other ex.
plorers headed by D'Abbadie, all  of
whouni had vistted the river, thought
it was the upper course of the Subat,
which flows {uto the Nile. It was evi-
Cent that Lake Rudolf, which is sub-
Ject to great evapoirwtion, received g
large water supply from somne source,
and this consideration led most cartog-
raphers to represent the Omo as a trib-
utary of that lake at its northern end.

This hypothesis was in great favor
at the time when Dr. Donaldson Smitl..
the American explorer, ecame home
with information and opinious that
again unsettied the question. 1le had
ascended the Nianam river, which emyp-
ties into the northern end of Lake Ku
dolf, for 120 miles. le said 1t was 0
small stream and he thought it most
unlikely that it was the lower part of
the large Owmo river. Twenty miles
away he saw the mountains where he
bellieved the Nianam headed, and in
his opinion the Omo turned to the
southeast somewhere and became the
Jub river,” which cmpties into the In.'
dian ocean. Dr. Donaldson Smith did
much excellent geographical work oq
this journey and some of the hest map-
makers accepted the new hypothesis
and showed the Omo as the upper part
of the Jub.

It was left to'the second Bottego ex:
pedition to trace the Omo from its
middle course to Lake Rudolf und prove
that Donaldson Swmith was mistaken
and that the Nianam wns really the
lower course of the Omo. The Incor
rect impression of the American ex.
plorer was doubtless duye chiefly to the
fact that he saw the Nianam in the
Céry season at o low stage of water.
No phase of African exploration has
given rise to so many perplexing ques.
tions as the rivers, many of whieh were
known in part many years before their
entire courses were revealed. Dut the
hydrography ot the continent in al|
its more important features is deter
mined at last satisfnctorily.—N. Y. Sun,

_—

A Lfternsy Note,

The denizens of the forest were or
ganizing a literary club.

“We must make the porcupine presi-
dent,” said Dr'er Wolf. “His style is
full of good points."

“Permit me,” remarked Br'er Rabbit,
“to recommend a reptile friend of mine,
He can put up a rattling tall.”—Catho-
lic Standard and Times.

Not Made Up.
Manager—Why don’t you go on?
You're all made up.
Leadidg Lady—All except my mind.
That won't be until you pay me my sal.
ary.—Puck.
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HE MADE A MISTAKE.
Called the 0l1a Mnn a Bird and
Came Near Ljpding His
Carecr.,

‘Whatever you do,} said the young
man whose light yellov overcoat shows
an inclination to stick out around the
ends as if it kad a hopp skirt under it,
“don’t use slang. (1t your grammar
once in awhile if yoy can give away
what's taking up roojn In your think-
box any quicker, but {lon't use slang—
that is to say, speak|proper. That's
what I meanj speak proper, even if it
hurts.”

“You use slang o few yourself,” com-
mented the friend.

“I used to. But I'n] breaking away.
I used to sling it arolind much. Now*
I only talk ft eeveral and I expect to
work it down to gero|in a little while.
I've reformed. I've ﬂought a book ot
mistakes to be awoide(l, and I'm going
to talk like a clawsical flictionary before
I give up.”

*“'Tain’t such a majtter of life and
death.”

“It is with me. My hair never came
80 near turning white|in a single night
as it did & couple of seeks ago. The
firm insisted om sending me out into
one of the wildest pafiches of country
in this section of the [world, I started
out to ingratiate my=¢if, and was get-
ting along fine. Ther{ was one old fel-
low who hung around|the store a great
deal and seemwred. to |iave everybody
scared. I made up fuy mind that he
was o chap I waated t have on my side,
so I started {n end mide up to him the
best I knew how. T fever saw a man
treated with g0 mucl deference as he
was. 5o I jomped inland told himp all
the funny stori®s I kijew. Every time
be laughed everybody plse laughed, and
when he dida' seem fto like 1t there
was a gencral #ttack| of the blupes.
After awhile ke tahd astory himeel?, I
laughed #s hewd as| I could, and I
slapped him og the sHoulder and said:
‘Ive heard of fom befjre’ ‘Tou have,
aid he, looklng suspifious all of 8 sud-
den. ‘Yes, ool I. [‘And you're all
; right. You'rs & tird.’ [I never saw puch
a swift change of scepery tn my life.
The floor wae deered all of & srdden
and all the oespantsiof the place, ex-
cept the old men ned i yself, were look-
ing up from bebind bixes and barrels.
Ie had a six-shooter ppinted at me, and
it bhis fin ger bad tremlled I'd have the
eubject for a ‘dearekt Willie, thou
hast left us’ plece of poetry then and
there. Just a Yung girl rushed
into the place and threw herself be-
tween us.”

“Ot course,” commephted the friend.
“This is about echaptdr III. She ex-
claimed: ‘Spere himn] Spare bim for
my sake.'”

“No. She didn't say| anything of the
kind. She merely safll: ‘Don't be g
fool, dad. He didn't [mean anything.
i He ain't heard a wordlabout it” Then
ishe turned to me and $aid: ‘You want
'to be keerful gbout hot you talk about
lanything in the fow! |way before dad.
[Tle was tarred an’ fegfthered week be-
fore last. He @n't eft clean over it
yet, ar’ he wom't stand no jokin’ about
ft.”—Washington Star

MICROBES THAT HAT CEMENT.

While They Purify the Water, They
Strip Reeoervoing Walls of
Cemend. »

At first sight it wo|dd seem hardly
possible for bacteria to|be concerned in
the breaking down of ¢ stope wall, yet
isuch would appear to|be the care, ac-
cording to some ingenidus ohservations
directed to the nature |of the dccay of
cement. '

The gradual distutegration of the
cement mortar used ifi water supply
reservolrs is ome of the|serious troubles
met with by water eigineers, and a
trouble which so far|they have not
been able to aveid witl{ any measure ot
practical succeees.,

Hitherto this gction fvas supposed to
be the result of the shlvent property
of carbonic acld and otler mineral aub-
stances commounly prefent in a water
supply. The cement gradually disin-
tegrates and becomes [a kind of roud,
which slowly (etaches {tself.

This strange process ks due to the ac-
tion of none other thaiy that bacteriuin
known as the pitrifying organism. An
examination of the mupl shows it to be
teeming with these ofganisms.

The nitrifying orgaijism fs the one
upoen which so much {lepends in the
purification of sewage [and effete mat~
ters.  On this accouut ita growth
should be encouraged, gnd it is curious,
therefore, to find that t}e organism ap-
pears as an objectionalle factor in the
attempt to supply and [store an abund-
ance of pure water fop drinking pur-
poses.—-London Lancet]

Oom Paul's Fondneas for Americans,

The fact that therc fwas great sym-
pathy among Americails for the Boers
pleased Oom Paul gnighthly. “The Amer-
feans did give me soing trouble in the
Jumeson rald,” he said; “but, on the
whole, I get along withthem very well.
America is a wonderfu| country, and [
always remember her president in my
prayers.” Oom Paul’s fondness for us
leads him to patronize American man-
ufactures, and in the| dorner of the
room I noticed 8 big drgan of a well-
known American make| The table on
which his pipe and tolacco lay came
from the United Statds. A Vermont
company had just firisl{ed laying a fipe
cement pavement in froit of the “white
house,” and standing o1 the curb there~.
of as we came in were fwo Americans,
one of whom wanted {o get an order
for Kruger's tombstonje; the other a
concession to build a nalional ice kouse.
—Alnslee’s. .

Where a Pull (ounted,
“Those two dentists have had avcon-
test to see whieh one extracted theymost
teeth in a month.”
“How did it come out?” :
“Oh, it was a draw.!'—Philadeiphia
Bulletin.

bxoeptionnels,

SCHOGL AND CHURCH.
» Jerry MeAuley's mission in New York
is now 26 vears old.

Columbia university has acded two
professors to its German department.

Btudents govern their own dormi-
tories at the University ot Pennsyl-
vania.

Philadelphia pays smaller ealaries to
its public school teachers than New
York, Boston or Chicago.

Attendance at religious devotional ex-
ercises has been made compulsory In
the University of New York.

At Illinois uriversity a Saturday
course for public schoo! teacliers en-
gaged during the week has been opened.

George W. Oshorn has been appointed
assistant professor of the Semitic lan,
guages at the University of New York.

In the schedule of the Oriental sem-
inary of the Johns Hopkins university
two hours have beer set aside for rab-
binical etudies, under the supervision ot
Rabbi Rosenau.

The Moravian church has existed
since 1727 and at present nivmbers 129,-
617 members, $,725 of whom live in Ger-

.marny, 5927 in England and 22345 in the
United States. There are 42,142 bap-
tized converts and 450 missionaries and
1,914 rative helpers are emplaved.

A number of Waldensian crngrega-
tions were expelled from Italy in 1000,
They found their way to Wurtemburg,
whete they afterward hecame a part of
the Protestant church uf that churchly
kingdom. Therearenowten Waldensian
congregations in Wurtemburg, number-
ing 3,000 perscmns,

In the begirning of the century there
were only 179 miseionaries in all the
werld, with hardly 50,000 converts, ard
an annual expenditure of only €250.000,
Now there are 4,694 mission stations,
with 15,200 ont stations, 11,000 mission-
arles, and associated with them 65,040
native Christian assistants, 17,441 mis-
sion schools, 1,501,000 native Christiagps,
and annuaily $15,000,000 is spentin the
work.

A UNIQUE BUSINESS.

Contractors Who Are Glad to Pay for

the Privilege of Teartng Down
Old Houses.

Whern the owner of a building Ir New
York wants it demolished he advertises
the fact, and the same day receives calls
from several gettlemen anxinus to pa3
for the opporturity to do the work. It
{s given to the man who offers the high-
est price.

“I paid 8600 for this house,” remarked
A contractor, as he stood amid clouds of
cust that roce from falling bricks, di-
recting his laborers in the work of de-
struction on the old residence nf ex-Giow
Levi P'. Mortan, on the earcer of Six-
teenth street ard Fifthavenue, directly
opposite the Judee building, New York.
“It was a pretty grod bargair.” he wert
on. “There will be at least $1,707 worth
of brick ir this jeh: the luniber will he
worth about $270, are the lead pipe will
reach about *he same figure, a1.d thisis
faying nothing chout an onyx mantel-
plece that we found or the seenp! floor,
that couldi't he duplicated for less than
$¢00. The brownstone frert? OY, that
WoL't be worth more thar 870 10 ye,
Brownstone doesn't sell as it used 1o,
becaure they are not usirg it far build-
ing purpcses nowadevs.,  Dut, asiCe
from the browistone, thizs will be 3
profitable )b, althoush there wor't Le
as mueh {n it as you might ihick from
the figures I've just givern, Tl. ex-
penses must e considered. It will
take nearly a month to pall this house
down, ard that meats wages fora Liyg
gang of mecr,

“It takes lorger to demolish one of
these old reciderces than most (f 1le
newer houses, for the reason tlat they
are more solidiyv Luilt, but we like 1o pet
hold of them, beeause the material is
beétter.  As 1o its disposal, we cell the
brick to builders, who want it for back
walls of factories, etc., and the lumber
is used for conl docks and the like. Tle
lead pipe is melted arnd reeast,  This
£tufl brings hetter prices in the winter
than in the spring or summer, because
there arc fewer houses  being rulied
down. Tt deesn't pay to havl ard stere
a great deal of it, especially the brick,
20 it is usually sold right from the
house. This is the reason w hy the su-
perfluous supply of the summerdoesn't
last over into the winter. A glut in the
second-hand material market occurs
every summer, ard on this aceourt wa
don’t usually pay for the chance ta tear

dowr houses during the menths frem
sbout April 1 to November 1. Dut dur-
fog the winter we nre glad ta,

“It doest’t by any means follow, vou
understand, that because an owner Ce-
c.des to havre a house torn Jdown itisa
very oll ordilapidated structure, Many
of these old residences are built so well
that they waonld be good fora century
or so yet, but the owner sees more
money in rew buildires, and the old-
timers have to go. Why it wasn't very
long ago that, to muke way for their
$3,0¢0,000 building, one of the big life
Josurance companies downtown rared
a building that was worth $1,000,000 as
it stood.”—Leslie's Weekly,

This Iakimo.

A young married nan in the west
recently wrote to his kindred fn the
east: “We have had a glarious revival
of religion. Mary and I kave both been
hapefully converted. Fwther has got
very old and helpless, so we have sent
him to the county house.” Bishop Pet-
ter pertinently asks: To what religion
was this fillal sclon converted? Cer-
tainly it could not have heen te that
which {s commonly ecalled Christian,
and which lately moved a native Alas-
kan to show hia colors. Moving to a
distant eettlement where there wes no
Protestant chureb, this Eskimo pad.
dled 75 miles In & canoe ta get & sign
painted to put over his door. It read:
“Who {8 a Christian? Bo am 1.” ’ghe
act has cost him Ynuch Russian trade;
but the reach of the soul ts always high-
erthantbecluteh of the band.—Youth's
'Companton. / .
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THE ART OF SNOW-SHOEING.
No Man Is Born to "’"nd Only Long

and Falthful Practice Mukes
One Perfect. !

When Capt. Glenn, of cur army, was
sent with a detachment of soldiers to
carry out some extensive explorations
in Alaska last year, he found that snow
shoes would have to play an impor-
tant part in the work. An incldent oe-
curred one day, that proved ‘o him {t
was high time to bresak'in all the men
who Lad not learned the art of snow-
shoe travel. The speetacle he and his
party witnessed was amusing to all ex-
cept the unfortunate person who gup-
plied the fun, :

It was before the party had starte
ed iInland. The hospital steward was
instructed to cross a certain glacler
and report to Lieut. Learnard. 1t waa
Necessary to wear sncw shees, as the
weather was not cold enough to form
a crust that would Liear the weight of
aman. 8o Le put on the togs and Capt.-
Glenn avers in his report, which the
war department hes just published,
that o one was ever scer. who was so
utterly helpless with suech footgear
attached to him as this hospital stew-
ard.

He persisted in sticking the toe nf hia
shoes into the snow and 1lis error kept
him i1 trouble. Then about every
third pace Le would step an ane shoe
with the ather and kedl headlor g over
into the snew.  In thissituation he was
a mere mass of helpleseness, and, do
what he might, he conlin't nrise till
somebody came and boosted Lim to his
feet. 1t took him eight hours to travel
two miles, and before ke got back to
camp he had given up snow shoeing.
He came wading through the snow
up to his hips and Jdrapging his shoes.

This convinced the captaiz that it
was absolutely necessary  for every
member of the detuchment to know
how to nse snow shoes, and so the edict
went forth that the steward and every
other man who had not previously ac-
quired this knowledpe shoul! use snow
thoes for a walk of five miles every day
tll all were proficient.

All of which calls to mind that in

the very winter that John Milton en-
tered Cambridge university, 1625, there
was & tremendous fall of snow inp
Fngland, the like of wkich had not
been eeen by the oldest inhalltart, and
history records that it kept deep and
enft for weeks. The Enclish had heard
of snow shoeing fn Narwar nnd the
arctic regiors, and 80 some of them,
who Lad to get about samehow, took to
making snow shoes aund lenrned the
guile that was in them. A modern
novelist who tells a story of that pe-
riod has his hero describe his
rlence with his footweur:

“I built myself n prir of strong and
Hght snow shoes, framed with ash and
ribbed of withy, with Lalf tanned enlf-
skin stretehed across, acd an inner sole
to support my feet. At first I could
not walk at all, but Aoundered about
most piteously, catching one shoe in
the other, and both of them in the

eXpe-

snowdrilts, to the great amusemernt of

the girls who were come to look at e,
But after awhile T grew more expert
and crossed the farmyard und came
haeck again (thongh turting was the

worst thing of all) withont so much as -

talline once.

All arctle explurcrs Lave  testified
that snow-cshoeing i .t easy tolearn, |
trd that it s <l more dfeult to
master the Norwegian ski.—N, Y. Run.

FARM TELZPHONES.

HowaSimple System Moy Be Instnlled t
at Small Cost by Any
Farmer.

!

The organizer of & sueressful farm
telephode rervice tells how a sl tple sys-
tem can be Installed ata low cost. The
first requsite is 1o secare at leust cro
man who bas sutlicient practicsl knownl-
edpe of electricity to superit il the
work of installation. Telephones to
serve the purpese fairly well can be
bought for £11 to £12 wholesals, urnd an
extra quality can be serured for $13,
with 1wo-jur battery power and with
adjustable urmattached T otransmitter.
The cheaper fnstrurments, however, will
Inxt for years for farm work: they are
easy to handle and adjust, and  earry
sound perfectly, provided the hattery is
kept in working order. Tuo iy tele-
Phonea should not be placed ur one cir-
euit, or the talk will be weak, {rom the
resistance being cexcessive. One farm
circuit, which runs a distance of three
miles, hne ten instruments onit. This
is about ali it can earry, especiaily us it
is wired with common Nn. 12 galvantized
wire, which is liable to rust, and thus
involve greater resistance to the conr
rent. Copper is now being substituted
for iron on some lines whict were arig-
fnally pnt upat the lowest passible cost.
Copper is n better transmitier of cur-
rent, and does ot impair thedistiuct-
ness of the talk by carrosion. The avers
age cost of jrun wire for farm lires is
about §7 per mile, while No. 4 eapper
can be had for $21. The poles may
‘measure 6 to ¢ inches at the base and 4

inchéds at the topand 23 fectlorg, They '
should be put 1 to 4 feet in the ground,

and 175 feet apart. Loeust poles are
very serviceadle. When the instrument
has been put up in the house, and an
fnsulated wiare run out to meet the lina

outside, grsund conncetions sheult! he *

made by putting copper wire or rod
down, say. 4 feet, into damp svil out-
side or in the cellar. Thicis geeded to
make the circuit only when one live of
wire i{s used instead of two. It is &
common practice to start out the line
wire sdick from the house 1o the first
pole near it, 2o that the vibration from
the revin wire will not be brought tnto
the douse, to the possilile annoyvancs
an@ disturbanee of nervous peaple . —St.
Louts Globe-Demoerat.

A Juatifiable Sespicion;

You are always justified i suspect-
ing a man wbo uffers to pay vou a dol-
lur Interest for the use of two dollare
for o week or so.—Atchison Globe.
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